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HABAND'S  4-Pocket 

COMFORT 
SHIRT 


HABAND  CO. 

265  North  9th  Street,  Paterson,  NJ  07530 
Send  me  Safari  Shirts.  I  enclose  $  


purchase  price.  Please  add  $3.05  toward  postage  &  handling. 
□Check  Enclosed  DVisa  DMasterCard  Exp.:  /  


Apt.  # . 


^  A9$*  I 

for  W  Mm  3  for  32.75! 

W    J*mMmW'  for  54.25  j 


Regular  Sizes:  S(14-14'/4)  M(15-15'/i)  L(16-16'/i)  XL(I7-17W) 
»Big  Men's  Sizes  -  Add  12.00  each  for  sizes  2XL(18-18^)  3XLQ9-19M) 


7BK-18V 


K  Green 


100%  SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED  or  FULL  I 
REFUND  of  Purchase  Price  j 
at  Any  Time! 

  Zip  


It's  a  SHIRT!  It's  a  JACKET! 

It's  the  style  you  want  to  wear  everyplace,  every  day, 
all  year  long!  Look  —  International  Outfitters 
charge  up  to  $150  apiece  for  a  shirt  with  this  kind 
of  detail,  this  kind  of  comfort,  this  kind  of  cargo 
capacity.  At  Haband,  you  pay  only  $2455  for  TWO 
shirts,  so  you  save  your  money  while  you  get  all 
the  value,  all  the  comfort,  all  the  features: 

JUST  LOOK  AT  THIS: 

100%  Wash  &  Wear  "SaharaCloth®  "  is 
65%  polyester/35%  cotton  broadcloth  batiste 
1  Four  deep  bellows  pockets  hold  plenty  of  cargo 
•  Genuine  full-function  shoulder  epaulets 
» Neatly  cuffed 


Easy  life  side 
vents  and  full 
expansion  fit 
eliminates  pull 
at  hips 
Gentleman's 
notched  lapels 
and  collar 
Handsome 
Norfolk  style 
belted  back  with 
expansion  pleat  for 
Total  Comfort! 


m  i 


while  they 
last!  HURRY! 
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CUBA:  THE  BAD  NEWS  AND  THE  GOOD  NEWS 

Castro's  demise  may  be  Cuba's  future. 


By  Elliott  Abrams  14 


THE  SMALL  WORLD  OF  NANOTECHNOLOGY 

Scientists  create  new  technology  one  atom  at  a  time. 


By  Gurney  Williams  III  17 


BLACK  CONSERVATISM 

In  this  exclusive  interview,  author  Shelby  Steele  examines  race  relations. 
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WHY  PROTECT  OUR  FLAG? 

Like  book  burning,  flag  desecration  tramples  on  cherished  principles. 


By  Michael  Novak  22 


WHATTHE  WEST  NEEDS  TO  KNOW 

A  divided  Soviet  Union  means  more  work  for  U.  S.  intelligence 


By  Brian  Crozier  24 


IS  YOUR  HMO  HAZARDOUS  TO  YOUR  HEALTH? 

Critics  question  care.  Rising  costs  drain  wallets. 


ByKathyEgan 


THE  ARMY  OFTHE  FORGOTTEN 

At  a  Boston  homeless  shelter,  veterans  earn  a  new  start. 


SPORTS  HYPERBOLE 

Somebody  needs  to  tell  sports  commentators  it's  only  a  game. 


By  Steve  Salerno  32 
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COVER  In  the  tiny  world  of  nanotechnology,  individual  atoms  become  building  blocks  of  the  future.  In  this 
composite  photo,  the  map  of  the  world  is  composed  of  gold  atoms.  Map  photo  from  IBM  Research. 
Computer  chip  photo  by  Roger  Du  BuissonlStock  Market.  See  Page  1 7. 
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widows  and  orphans;  community  service;  and  the  wholesome  development  of  our  nation's  youths. 


June  1992 


20 


AVAILABLE  ON  VIDEO 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME! 


PERFORMING  IN  YOUR  LIVING  ROOM 

The  hilarious  comedy,  outrageous  one-liners 
and  side-splitting  craziness  of  the  legendary... 


FOSTER 

BROOKS 

TV  and  Movie  Star  Best  known  as. . . 

'The  Lovable  Lush" 


RECORDED  m> 
NIGHTCLUB 
LIVE! 

I  NOT  AVAILABLE  IN  VIDEO  STORES 


The  "Lovable  Lush"  -  Foster  Brooks  -  famous  as  the  man  who  took 
Johnny  Carson  by  surprise,  will  delight  you  with  this  85  minute  video 
of  his  funniest  comedy  routines  ever!  Appearing  on  many  TV  shows 
like  Bill  Cosby's,  Dean  Martin's  Roasts  of  the  70's  and  having  a 
number  of  movies  under  his  intoxicated  belt...  the  master  of  nightclub 
comedy  will  delight  you  with  a  video  you'll  want  to  watch  again  and 
again!  "Don't  laugh...  Your  next"  and  Foster's  "Private  Party"  will 
have  you  rolling  on  the  floor  with  laughter!  Go  ahead...  try  and  catch 
your  breath  as  Foster  keeps  you  laughing  with  one  joke  after  another. 
Order  your's  today. . .  Your  laughter  is  absolutely  guaranteed! 

JACK  BENNY  SAID:  "Foster  Brooks  is  the  comedian  that  no 
other  comedian  wants  to  follow  on  stage". 

CARY  GRANT  SAID:  "Foster  Brooks  is  the  greatest  thing  to  happen 
to  TV  in  the  past  30  years.  He's  not  a  star. . .  he's  a  superstar". 

Foster's  85  min.  nightclub  comedy  Extravaganza  fllll  V  OOO  OK 
that  includes  his  'PRIVATE  PARTY-  is  yours  for...  UllLI  jfcJ.Jp 

Or  choose  the  40  min.  comedy  tape  that  includes 
his  "DON'T  LAUGH...  YOUR  NEXT"  show  for... 


ONLY  $19.95 


Call  our  Toll  Free  number  and  charge  to  your  MasterCard  or  Visa 


CALL  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-448-6600 


Or...  send  in  this  order  form  with  your  information,  check  or  money  order. 


BenJon  Productions,  P.O.  Box  7329  Louisville,  KY  40257-0329 

Please  rush  me: 

I   |  Foster's  85  min.  extravaganza  "Private  Party"  show  $29.95 
I   I  Foster  Brooks  40  min.  "Don"t  laugh...  Your  next"  show  $1 9.95 

Please  add  $3.95  postage  and  handling  for  each  video  ordered. 
□  CHECK      □  MASTER  CARD       □  VISA       Exp.  Date   


Card  No.  I    1    I    1    I    1    1    I    I    1    1    I    1    I    1    1  I 


Total:  $ . 
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City   


Zip  Code 
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Now  Seal  Any  Plastic  Bag  Airtight! 

E-Z  SEALER  2000" 


No  More  Twist-Ties! 
No  More  Costly 
Zip-Close  Bags! 

•  Heat-Seal 
Technology 

•  Lightweight, 
Cordless 

•  100'sOf  House- 
hold uses 


RESEALS  THE  ORIGINAL 
BAG! 


SEALS  FOODS  FOR 
FREEZING 


Now  you  can  "heat  seal"  any  type  of  plastic  bag. 
Amazing  E-Z  SEALER  2000™  uses  microthermal 
technology  to  seal  bags  shut  without  twist  ties  or 
knots.  Just  slide  it  along  the  open  edge  of  your  bag... and  it's 
automatically  "heat  sealed"-in  seconds! 

SAVES  MONEY,  SAVES  SPACE! 
E-Z  SEALER  2000™  keeps  leftovers,  luncheon  meats, 
cereals,  spices  and  snack  foods  deliciously  fresh  at  many 
times  less  than  the  cost  of  zip-close  bags.  And  it  saves  space 
in  your  freezer  too! 

HUNDREDS  OF  USES  AROUND  WE  HOME! 
E-Z  SEALER  2000™  protects  cosmetics  for  travel... woolen 
clothing  from  moths... valuable  documents... even  garbage 
from  spilling.  Plus  it's 
completely  portable- 
use  it  even  on  fishing 
trips!  At  this  low  price,    W  MM  M 
order  extras  and  save! 
Place  your  order  today!  | 


SEALS  SMELLY  GARBAGE     PROTECTS  DOCUMENTS 
BAGS  &  CLOTHING 

American  Family  TV  Outlet™  Guarantee 

You  must  be  delighted  with  your  purchase.  If  not,  you  may  return  it  for  a 
prompt  and  full  refund.  All  orders  are  processed  immediately  and  notification 
will  be  sent  in  case  of  delay.  Shipment  is  guaranteed  within  60  days. 


American  Family  TV  Outlet™,  Box  4175, 
Dept.  TR42-LA,  Huntington  Station,  NY  11746 

YES!  Please  rush  me: 

□  One  E-Z  Sealer  2000™  only  $10.00  plus  $2.95  p&h. 

Requires  four  AA  batteries -not  included. 

FREE  BATTERIES  WHEN  YOU  BUY  2  OR  MORE! 

□  Two  E-Z  Sealer  2000's™  only  $18.95  plus  $3.90  p&h. 

□  Three  E-Z  Sealer  2000's™  only  $27.95  plus  $4.90  p&h. 

□  Five  E-Z  Sealer  2000's™   only  $44.95  plus  $5.90  p&h. 
CA,  MI,  NY  residents  add  sales  tax. 

My  check  is  enclosed  for  $  Charge  my  □  VISA*  □  MASTERCARD' 

card  #  □crmmnmnmmr 


Expires  - 


Requires  4  AA  batteries 
(not  included) 


Free  batteries  when 
you  order  2  or  more  now! 


City  - 


•Zip 


Inc.    General  Officer  r  lllli  U  cnuc.  !  In  mini.' urn  siation,  NY  11746. 


Commanders  message 

CAPTIVE  WARRIORS: 
MANY  ARE  PRISONERS 
OF  THE  STREETS 


HEN  the  guns  fall 
silent,  and  our  war- 
riors are  sent  home, 
too  often  they  are 
taken  off  one  battle- 
field and  put  on 
another.  For  some  vet- 
erans, the  end  of  com- 
bat is  the  beginning 
of  a  war  to  survive  on  America's 
streets. 

In  this  kind  of  war  there  are  no 
winners— only  losers. 

When  homeless  veterans  are  forced 
to  retreat  from  the  horrors  of  street  life, 
VA  hospitals  are  often  their  first  refuge. 
VA  provides  valuable  services  and 
employs  many  hard-working  people 
who  try  to  do  what's  right  for  veterans. 

Nevertheless,  a  visit  to  the  New 
England  Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans 
in  Boston  revealed  that  VA  is  failing  in 
one  of  its  missions:  to  provide  proper 
medical  treatment  and  counseling  to 
those  warriors  having  difficulty  read- 
justing to  civilian  life. 

Ken  Smith,  the  shelter's  executive 
director,  introduced  me  to  his  world. 

An  Army  medic  during  the  Vietnam 
War,  Smith  still  sees  casualties  rolling 
in  every  day  from  all  of  America's 
wars. 

He  sees  starving  veterans  with  their 
families  in  broken-down  station  wagons. 
He  sees  alcoholic,  drug-addicted  home- 
less veterans  living  at  the  end  of  hope. 
He  has  seen  homeless  veterans  drop 
dead  from  broken  hearts. 

Smith's  shelter  turns  the  walking 
wounded  into  a  group  of  people  who 
are  focused  on  getting  off  the  street. 
Some  make  the  adjustment  and  leave 
the  street  in  cars.  Others  don't,  and 
leave  in  caskets. 

Residents  at  the  shelter  told  me  that  a 
VA  hospital  knows  only  one  way  to  treat 
a  homeless  veteran:  Issue  him  pain 
killers  and  send  him  away.  And  many  of 
them  blame  VA  for  giving  them  drugs  as 
a  means  of  dealing  with  their  combat- 
related  problems. 


Nat 'I  Cmdr.  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 

Some  had  Post  Traumatic  Stress 
Disorder  (PTSD)  but  were  never  prop- 
erly diagnosed.  Others  experienced 
prejudice  in  the  job  market  because 
they  fought  in  America's  most  unpopu- 
lar war,  Vietnam.  All  felt  abandoned  by 
VA. 

I UNDERSTAND  their  anger.  I  under- 
stand their  pain.  They  fought  for  their 
country  and  in  many  ways,  they  have 
never  really  come  home.  They  defended 
freedom,  and  have  lost  their  dignity  in 
the  bargain.  As  veterans,  they  have 
demonstrated  patriotism,  devotion  to 
the  U.S.  Constitution  and  bravery  under 
fire.  As  veterans,  they  have  earned  VA 
services. 

What  troubles  me  greatly  is  that 
Smith  had  to  embarrass  the  local  VA 
into  helping  some  of  his  people.  He  had 
to  convince  VA  that  these  veterans  were 
worthy  of  their  care.  Is  that  the  way  a 
veteran  — any  veteran  — should  be 
treated? 

The  shelter,  housed  in  an  abandoned 
VA  outpatient  clinic,  has  been  operat- 
ing only  since  January  1990,  but  in  that 
time  it  has  taken  more  than  1,600 


homeless  veterans  off  the  street,  thanks 
to  Smith's  tenacity  and  vocal  advocacy. 

Television  shows  and  newspapers 
and  magazines  have  featured  Ken 
Smith  and  the  New  England  Shelter  for 
Homeless  Veterans  in  stories.  By  giving 
the  shelter  a  high  profile,  Smith  has 
called  attention  to  the  plight  of  home- 
less veterans.  And  VA  has  taken  notice. 

Fellow  Legionnaires,  it's  a  shame 
that  any  veteran  — homeless  or  not— 
needs  a  high  profile  to  get  help  from 
VA.  VA  appears  to  use  Smith's  shelter 
as  a  display  model.  Now,  whenever 
Smith  picks  up  the  phone,  VA  listens 
and  often  responds. 

Smith  is  quick  to  blow  the  whistle  on 
VA  when  homeless  veterans  are  being 
mistreated  in  Boston.  He  has  embar- 
rassed VA  into  taking  responsibility  for 
his  people  many  times. 

The  American  Legion  maga- 
zine's Ken  Scharnberg,  who  accom- 
panied me  on  my  trip,  found  out  that 
other  homeless  shelters  for  veterans  are 
not  as  fortunate.  He  profiles  them  and 
the  New  England  Shelter  for  Homeless 
Veterans  on  Page  28. 

VA  may  be  doing  its  best  to  serve 
veterans,  but  it  is  not  doing  what  is 
required.  Today,  an  estimated  250,000 
homeless  veterans  walk  the  streets  in 
search  of  food  and  shelter.  They  survive 
day  to  day  by  sleeping  in  cardboard 
boxes  and  rummaging  through  garbage 
dumpsters  and  trash  cans.  They  are  the 
missing,  the  forgotten,  the  veterans 
without  hope. 

"Have  you  ever  tried  to  rent  a  room  or 
buy  a  meal  with  a  Silver  Star?"  asked  a 
homeless  veteran  at  the  New  England 
Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans.  "It  don't 
mean  nothing  to  a  landlord  or  a  diner." 

Casualties  of  war  are  costly.  Private 
battles  continue  long  after  the  public 
headlines  have  faded.  And  the  cost  of 
war  continues  after  the  shooting  stops. 
Yet  many  question  whether  America 
can  afford  to  help  its  homeless  veterans. 
To  that  question,  there  is  only  one 
answer:  We  can't  afford  not  to.  □ 
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Buick  Roadmaster. 
Either  the  competition  is 
charging  too  much,  or  were 
charging  too  little. 


'92  Buick 

'92  Lincoln 

Roadmaster 

Town  Car 

Sedan 

Executive  Series 

Engine 

5.7-litre  V8 

4.6-litre  V8 

Anti-lock  braking  system 

Standard 

Standard 

Drivetrain 

Rear-wheel  drive 

Rear-wheel  drive 

EPAest.  hwy.  range* 

575  miles 

460  miles 

Seating  capacity 

6  passengers 

6  passengers 

M.S.R.R* 

$22,105 

$31,211 

The  1992  Buick  Roadmaster  is  everything 
you'd  expect  from  a  luxury  car. 

Its  standard  features  include  big  V8  power, 
full-size  comfort,  and  the  security  of  anti-lock 
brakes  and  a  driver  air  bag.  DynaRide® 
suspension  is  standard,  too.  It  delivers  a 
smooth  ride  by  sensing  varying  road 


conditions  and  automatically  adjusting  itself 
accordingly. 

And  of  course,  Roadmaster  is  built  to  the 
exacting  standards  of  Buick  quality. 

For  more  on  what  is  perhaps  the  best  value  in 
American  luxury  sedans  today 
call  1-800-238-2929. 


The  New  Symbol  For  Quality 
In  America. 


•Based  on  EPA-estimated  hwy.  mpg 

25  Roadmaster /23  Town  Car,  multiplied  by  the  fuel  tank  capacity 
TManufacturer's  suggested  retail  price  including  dealer  prep. 
Destination  charge,  tax,  license  and  options  additional. 
Levels  of  equipment  vary. 
Buckle  up,  America! 

©1992  GM  Corp.  All  rights  reserved.  Roadmaster  is  a  registered  trademark  of  GM  Corp 
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Roadmaster 
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POW  Coverage 

Your  article  about  POWs  was  the 
most  comprehensive  and  enlightening 
piece  of  journalism  on  this  subject  that 
I've  read  for  20  years  ("The  Men  We 
Left  Behind,"  March).  Thank  you. 

John  N.  Wessel  Jr. 
Nineveh,  Ind. 

Excellent.  But  it's  just  the  beginning. 
Now  it's  time  for  action.  We  have  to 
write  and  call  Congress  to  be  sure 
something's  done. 

□  Tfiomas  Thompsom 
Pullman,  Wash. 

For  Vietnam,  the  symbolic  gesture  of 
having  relations  with  the  United  States 
is  not  nearly  as  important  as  trade  and 
international  aid.  Perhaps  lifting  our 
embargo  and  alleviating  much  of  the 
suffering  of  the  Vietnamese  people  is 
the  true  leverage  America  can  bring  to 
bear  on  accounting  for  our  POW/MIAs. 
Having  Vietnam  as  a  friend  may  provide 
us  with  the  answers  that  have  eluded  us 
by  treating  Vietnam  as  an  enemy. 

Francis  J.  Duggan 
Alexandria,  Va. 

As  a  father  of  one  of  the  betrayed  and 
abandoned  men,  I  must  write  to  say  a 


WE  WANTYOUR  OPINIONS 

You  can  contact  The  American 
Legion  magazine  two  ways.  Call  us 

(900)  740-VETS 

to  record  your  opinion  and  vote  on 
current  issues  and  listen  to  the  opin- 
ions of  others.  Calls  cost  $1  per 
minute  and  proceeds  support  Legion 
programs.  A  magazine  editor  will 
listen  to  your  message.  Callers' 
opinions  are  considered  for  publica- 
tion and  receive  a  D  symbol  when 
published. 

Or  you  can  write  to: 

The  American  Legion  magazine 
R0.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

The  questions  you  can  vote  on 


sincere  thank  you.  I  beg  you  to  keep  up 
the  fight  for  an  accounting  of  the  men 
who  were  left  behind.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  U.S.  government  has  lied 
concerning  those  men. 

Robin  F.  Garwood 
Hickory,  N.C. 

Thank  you  to  The  American  Legion, 
full  steam  ahead. 

Dale  Hanley 
Burnsville,  Minn. 

I  recently  played  a  polkafest  at  an 
American  Legion  Post  in  Odessa, 
Texas.  At  the  front  of  the  dance  floor 
was  a  large  commemorative  POW/MIA 
display.  The  POW/MIAs  were  silent 
participants  at  an  occasion  where  we 
had  the  privileged  freedom  to  attend— a 
freedom  they  are  still  paying  for.  My 
appreciation  goes  out  to  those  veterans 
of  The  American  Legion  in  Odessa  and 
nationwide  who  do  remember  their 
fellow  comrades  in  arms. 

Elmer  Nemec 
Crete,  Neb. 

More  On  Morals 

The  letter  by  Paul  Diederich  (Vet- 
voice,  April)  is  an  insult  to  every  man 
and  woman  who  have  taken  their  mar- 


and  voice  your  opinions  on  this 
month  are: 

Should  the  terms  of  members  of 
Congress  be  limited?  (See  page 
10.) 

Will  your  congressional  candi- 
dates' positions  on  a  Constitutional 
amendment  to  protect  the  U.S.  Flag 
affect  your  vote?  (See  page  22.) 

Here's  how  you've  voted  in  previ- 
ous polls: 

Do  you  believe  our  government 
should  make  public  all  the  informa- 
tion it  has  about  the  POW/MIA 
issue? 

Yes  94%  No  6% 

Should  Congress  approve  the 
Johnston-Wallop  Energy  Bill? 

Yes  63%  No  37% 

(900)  740-VETS 


riage  vows  before  God's  altar,  who 
have  committed  their  lives  to  each 
other,  who  have  established  a  home, 
nurtured  children  and  supported  their 
church,  community  and  country. 

Diederich  should  take  a  good  look  at 
the  world.  He  should  see  that  permis- 
siveness, promiscuity,  perversion  and 
pornography  are  chipping  away  at  all  of 
our  freedoms. 

Also,  speaking  the  truth  and  object- 
ing to  the  vile  rot  that  is  undermining 
our  nation  does  not  make  you  "ultra- 
right  wing."  It  just  makes  you  right. 

Don  Hickethier 
Baraboo,  Wis. 

I  approve  100  percent  of  the  articles 
in  the  magazine  that  promote 
Americanism  and  basic  family  values. 
The  American  Legion  was  started  to 
defend  our  American  way  of  life,  for 
which  many  have  given  their  lives.  We 
owe  it  to  them  to  stand  up  for  America. 

But  the  liberals  in  this  country  can't 
stand  any  view  other  than  their  own. 
Our  magazine  is  one  of  the  few  really 
large  circulation  magazines  that  has  the 
guts  to  stand  up  for  right.  I  hope  that 
you  will  never  change.  The  American 
Legion  magazine  contributes  to  con- 
structive thinking  in  America. 

Andrew  B.  McAllister 
Chicago 

Gary  Bauer  castigated  the  group, 
People  for  the  American  Way  ("The 
Battle  Over  American  Values,"  Feb- 
ruary). The  People  for  the  American 
Way  are  the  kinds  of  Americans  for 
whom  I  went  to  war.  They  are  the  defen- 
ders of  our  liberties;  they  are  the  protec- 
tors of  the  powerless;  they  embody  the 
spirit  of  America's  quest  for  the  better- 
ment of  humans  everywhere. 

Joseph  A.  Robbins 
San  Francisco 


New  Guinea  Trip 

I  commend  you  for  your  drive  to  have 
young  Americans  participate  in  a  jour- 
ney to  New  Guinea  (Commander's 
Message,  April).  I,  too,  have  felt  for 
many  years  that  the  war  in  the  South 
Pacific  was  not  adequately  covered  by 
the  press  or  in  our  textbooks. 

Please  turn  page 
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Our  sons. . . our  brothers. . . our  friends 


Their  lives  touchcdus 
all.  Because,  above  ">'~  • ' 
all  else,  thevwere  " 
Americans.  And  now,  1 
in  honor  of  their  spirit 
and  their  sacrifice,  the  | 
Vietnam  Veterans 
Memorial  Fund  presents  I 
the  official  reproduction 
of  our  nation's  most  visited 
monumental  sculpture. 
Created  in  the  proud 
tradition  of  monumental 
bronzes  under  the  supervision 
of  Frederick  E.  Hart,  the  artist 
who  sculpted  the  original. 

The  Official  Vietnam 
Veterans  Memorial  Bronze. 
Individually  hand-cast  in 
cold-cast  bronze,  a  special 
sculptor  s  blend  of  powdered 
bronze  and  resins,  to  capture 
every  dramatic- detail. 
Hand-finished  to  a  rich 
patina  to  emphasize  the 
character  of  the  sculpture. 
Priced  at  $295. 

RETURN  ASSURANCE 
POLICY  

If  you  wish  to  return  any 
Franklin  Mint  purchase, 
you  may  do  so  within  30 
days  of  your  receipt  of  that 
purchase  for  replacement, 
credit  or  refund. 

Frederick  E.  Hart's  proceeds 

are  being  donated  to  the  Vietnam 

Veterans  Memorial  Fund. 

Shown  smaller  than  actual 

size  of  91/2"  in  height. 

Hardwood  base  included. 

Sculpture  ©  F.  E.  Hart  and  V.V.M.F.  1984. 


m8?Im  L  X> 


 ■■■-JJ>\       f  ■  I. 


Please  mail  byjune  30, 1992. 


ORDER  FORM 

The  Franklin  Mint 
Franklin  Center,  Pennsylvania  19091-0010 

Please  enter  my  order  for  The  Official  Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial 
Bronze.  I  need  SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW.  Bill  me  for  a  deposit  of  $59* 
when  my  sculpture  is  ready  to  be  sent  and  for  four  monthly  installments 
of  $59*  each  after  shipment.  The  handsome  hardwood  base  is  included  at 
no  additional  charge. 

*Plus  my  state  sales  tax  and  a  one-time  charge  of  $5.95 for  shipping  and  handling. 
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VIETNAM 
VETERANS 
MEMORIAL 
FUND 


MR/MRS/MISS- 


CITY/ STATE/ZIP  _ 


ALL  ORDERS  ARE  SUBJECT  TO  ACCEPTANCE 


THE  OFFICIAL  VIETNAM  VETERANS  MEMORIAL  BRONZE 


VETVOICE 


The  article  brought  back  many 
memories.  My  husband  received  word 
about  our  son's  birth  just  before  start- 
ing the  walk  over  the  Owen  Stanley 
Mountain  in  1942.  After  three  years  of 
island  hopping,  jungle  fighting  and 
frequent  hungry  times,  my  husband 
was  killed  on  Luzon,  Philippines.  He 
never  saw  his  son. 

I  wish  the  travelers  a  safe  and  well- 
informed  trip. 

Katherine  Bailey  Mathews 
Bedford,  Ind. 

Bataan 

I  commend  you  on  "The  Bataan 
Death  March"  (April).  I  also  appreciate 
the  effort  Therese  Whitbeck  made  in 
locating  the  War  Department's  original 
press  release  about  the  march. 
Although  time  has  a  way  of  dimming 
the  exactness  of  dates  and  places,  it  will 
never  erase  the  memories  of  atrocities 
such  as  these. 

Edwin  A.  Hamilton 
Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Drug  Profits 

The  article  "Narco-Terrorism" 
(March)  only  dealt  with  the  supply  side 
of  the  problem.  The  solution  is  from  the 
demand  side.  The  emphasis  should  be 
placed  on  the  consumer.  Redirect  the 
money  spent  on  producers,  importers 
and  distributors  to  the  search  and  pro- 
secution of  consumers. 

The  economics  of  unlimited  supply 
and  less  demand  will  increase  competi- 
tion and  reduce  the  price  of  drugs.  With- 
out huge  profits,  the  drug  lords  will  lose 
their  financial,  political  and  corrupting 
power. 

Dennis  H.  Olson 
San  Jose,  Calif. 

Inconsistent 

Constance  Berry  Newman,  Director 
of  the  Office  of  Personnel  Manage- 
ment, has  obviously  not  experienced 
the  pleasure  of  being  a  veteran  attempt- 
ing to  apply  for  federal  employment 
("Federal  Jobs  And  The  Veteran," 
April).  Since  December  1991,  I  have 
applied  to  more  than  35  federal  agen- 
cies, and  only  one  even  mentioned  vet- 
erans' preference.  Only  after  weeks  of 


research  did  I  discover  the  appropriate 
wording  to  prompt  agencies  to  consider 
my  application  under  the  Veterans' 
Readjustment  Act. 

Newman's  interview  follows  the 
long-standing  political  tradition  of 
responding  to  questions  with  answers 
tailored  to  the  audience.  Veterans 
deserve  more  than  political  appease- 
ment. We  deserve  action. 

Terry  R.  Funderburke 
Tucker,  Ga. 

Major  employers  are  doing  nothing 
to  help  veterans.  I  can  still  recall  a 
personnel  man,  who  went  to  college 
instead  of  war,  interviewing  me  after  I 
returned  from  Vietnam.  The  man  read 
my  application,  commented  on  going  to 
war,  smiled  ear  to  ear,  then  said,  "Sorry, 
we  are  not  hiring."  Vietnam  veterans 
deserve  a  break  before  we  are  too  old  to 
work.  Nobody  is  asking  for  a  handout. 
We  want  a  chance  to  earn  a  decent  liv- 
ing and  keep  our  pride. 

Kenneth  A.  Glasure 
Round  Lake  Beach,  111. 

Readers'  Forum 

Which  congressman  is  twisting  Nor- 
man Ornstein's  arm?  ("Is  Congress 
Still  the  People's  Forum?"  March). 
How  can  Ornstein  say  today's  Congress 
is  cleaner  and  more  honest  than  we've 
ever  had?  Look  at  the  savings  and  loan 
fiasco. 

Congressmen  are  more  concerned 
about  their  perpetuation  in  office  than 
with  serving  the  people.  Most  of  the 
folks  I  talk  to  feel  the  same  way. 

John  F.  Fay 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

VA  Reports 

Recently,  I  was  in  a  VA  hospital  in 
Philadelphia,  where  I  received  tremen- 
dous care.  It  was  the  best  care  I  have 
ever  received  in  any  hospital.  I  was 
never  left  alone  for  one  moment.  All 
this  VA  bashing  should  cease. 

□  Joe  Foster 
New  Hope,  Pa. 

I  am  the  daughter  of  a  disabled  veter- 
an. I  live  with  my  father  and  take  care  of 
him.  The  discussion  in  the  April  issue 
(Vetvoice)  about  letting  non-veterans  in 


VA  hospitals  is  one  my  father  and  I 
often  have,  too. 

I  believe  all  should  have  the  joy  of 
waiting  two  hours  to  see  a  doctor  who 
takes  one  look  at  you  and  hands  out  a 
prescription  you  have  to  wait  another 
two  hours  to  have  filled.  Everyone 
should  have  the  joy  of  being  made  to 
feel  useless  and  a  drain  on  strained 
resources. 

If  non- veterans  were  to  see  the  condi- 
tion the  VA  is  in,  the  system  might 
change  for  the  better.  Let  the  country 
see  how  it  provides  for  the  people  who 
fought  for  it. 

Ruth  Hodden 
Emmett,  Idaho 

VA  can  bill  insurance  carriers  for  the 
cost  of  medical  care  furnished  to  all 
veterans  for  nonservice-connected  con- 
ditions. Believe  me,  they  do.  VA  billed 
my  insurance  company  $148  for  a  flu 
shot,  and  my  insurance  company  paid 
$125.80.  If  I  knew  the  cost,  there  is  no 
way  I  would  have  let  them  give  me  the 
shot.  If  VA  is  going  to  charge,  they  have 
an  obligation  to  advise  the  veteran  of 
the  amount. 

When  I  complained  about  the  cost, 
the  director's  aide  said,  "Don't  worry,  it 
is  insurance  company  money."  Well, 
my  house,  car  and  medical  insurance 
were  all  increased  this  year,  and  I  do 
worry. 

J.M.  Key 
Conway,  Ark. 

Clarifications 

•  Concerning  "Success  On  Cypress 
Street"  (Legion  News,  April),  Depart- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  Adjutant  Stanley 
W.  Reinhard  Jr.  notes  that  community 
acceptance  of  the  Cypress  Street  home- 
less veterans'  shelter  was  obtained 
before  VA  negotiated  the  price  of  reduc- 
tion on  the  properties. 

•  The  chronology  of  the  fall  of  the 
Philippines  in  "The  Bataan  Death 
March"  (April)  was  unclear.  U.S.  forces 
at  Bataan  surrendered  in  April  1942  and 
U.S.  forces  at  Corregidor  surrendered  a 
month  later. 

•  Also,  the  number  of  casualties  and 
marchers  was  incorrect.  According  to 
the  Department  of  Defense,  there  were 
approximately  68,000  U.S.  and  Filipino 
marchers  and  over  10,000  deaths.  □ 
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50  Beloved 
Songs  of  Faith 


By  Special 
Arrangement  With 

Reader's 
^Digest 


By  special  arrangement  with  Reader's  Digest  and  America's  leading  record 
companies  we  proudly  present  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  needed  music 
treasuries  ever  made.  Yes!  You  get  50  of  America's  favorite  stars  and  groups 
singing  your  all-time  favorite  songs  of  faith. 

Your  spirits  will  soar  as  you  hear  each  of  these  famous  stars  sing  of  the 
joy  and  comfort  they've  found  in  God's  love.  Every  song  is  a  cherished  favorite 
and  every  performer  is  one  you  know  and  love.  Just  read  the  list  of  classic 
hymns  and  gospel  songs  below. 


It  Is  No  Secret 

Jim  Reeves 

Bless  This  House 

Perry  Como 

In  The  Garden 

Loretta  Lynn 

Take  My  Hand, 
Precious  Lord 

Eddy  Arnold 

Wings  Of  A  Dove 

Dolly  Parton 

I  Love  To  Tell  The  Story 

Pat  Boone 

Me  and  Jesus 

Tammy  Wynette  & 
George  Jones 

Abide  With  Me 

Don  Hustad  Chorale 

He  Touched  Me 

Bill  Gaither  Trio 

Nearer  My  God 
To  Thee 

Jack  Halloran 
Male  Chorus 


Great  Speckled  Bird 

Roy  Acuff 

I'll  Fly  Away 

Charley  Pride 

Standing  On  The 
Promises 

Johnson  Family 

Church  In  The 
Wildwood 

Mike  Curb 
Congregation 

When  They  Ring  Those 
Golden  Bells 

David  Houston 

Lily  Of  The  Valley 

Wayne  Newton 

Blessed  Assurance 

George  Beverly  Shea 

In  The  Sweet  By  and  By 

Johnny  Cash 

Amazing  Grace 

Willie  Nelson 

One  Day  At  A  Time 

Cristy  Lane 


May  The  Good  Lord 
Bless  And  Keep  You 

Kate  Smith 

Sweet  Hour  Of  Prayer 

Jim  Nabors 

The  Bible  Tells  Me  So 

Roy  Rogers  and 
Dale  Evans 

When  The  Roll  Is  Called 
Up  Yonder 

Marty  Robbins 

The  Family  That  Prays 

Porter  Wagoner 

I  Need  Thee  Every  Hour 

Scott  Singers 

What  A  Friend  We  Have 
In  Jesus 

Norma  Zimmer  & 
Jim  Roberts 

Precious  Memories 

Jimmy  Dean 

Beautiful  Isle  of 
Somewhere 

The  Three  Suns 


How  Great  Thou  Art  Jesus  Is  Coming  Soon 

Jim  Roberts  Oak  Ridge  Boys 

Brighten  The  Corner  Softly  and  Tenderly 

Anita  Kerr  Guy  &  Raina 


Rock  Of  Ages 

B.J.  Thomas 

Old  Rugged  Cross 

Ray  Price 

Family  Bible 

George  Jones 

Jesus  Loves  Me 

Tennessee  Ernie  Ford 

Peace  In  The  Valley 

Floyd  Cramer 

Will  The  Circle 
Be  Unbroken 

The  Carter  Family 

Beyond  The  Sunset 

Red  Foley 

Crying  In  The  Chapel 

Elvis  Presley 

I  Saw  The  Light 

Hank  Williams,  Sr. 


A  Beautiful  Life 

Statler  Brothers 

Swing  Low, 
Sweet  Chariot 

Doris  Ackers 

Whispering  Hope 

The  Browns 

Someone  To  Care 

Jimmie  Davis 

Bringing  In  The  Sheaves 

Burl  Ives 

Help  Me 

Larry  Gatlin 

Just  A  Closer  Walk 
With  Thee 

Anita  Bryant 

The  Lord's  Prayer 

Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir 


The  TV  Treasury  Sweeping  America 


Money  Back  Guarantee 

Thousands  of  people  who 
have  heard  this  remarkable  col- 
lection on  TV  have  already 
ordered.  No  other  album  can 
bring  you  such  comfort  and 
strength  as  this  great  songs  of 
faith  collection.  We  uncondition- 
ally guarantee  you'll  enjoy  this 
music  treasury  more. ..and  play 
it  more... than  any  you  own  or  it 
won't  cost  you  a  penny.  Send  for 
yours  today. 


We  Ship  Free! 

All  50  Beloved  Songs  of  Faith 
come  to  you  on  either  3  long- 
play  records  (each  in  its 
own  jacket). ..or  2  long-play 
cassettes  for  only  $19.98... 
or  on  2  long-play  compact  discs 
for  only  $24.98.  But  you  must 
order  now.  You  won't  find  this 
Reader's  Digest®  treasury  in 
any  store  at  any  price.  Be  sure 
to  mail  the  no-risk  coupon 
today. 


NOT  IN  STORES  •  MAIL  COUPON  TODAY 

[The  Beautiful  Music  Company,  Dept.  DI-162  ] 
777  Larkf  ield  Road 
Commack,N.Y.  11725 

Please  rush  me  "50  Beloved  Songs  of  Faith"  in  my  choice 
of  either  3  records,  2  cassettes  or  2  compact  discs  on  your 
unconditional  money-back  guarantee. 

□  I  enclose  $1 9.98.  Send  3  Records. 

□  I  enclose  $1 9.98.  Send  2  Cassettes. 

□  I  enclose  $24.98.  Send  2  Compact  Discs. 
No  postage  or  handling!  We  pay  all  charges! 

Or  charge  to:  □  Visa  □  MasterCard  □  American  Express  □  Discover 

Card  Exp. 

No  Date  


[  City  State  


Big  issues 


SHOULD  THE  TERMS 
OF  MEMBERS  OF 
CONGRESS  BE  LIMITED? 


Sen.  Dennis  DeConcini,  D-Arizona 


YES 


There  is  an  important 
message  reverberating 
throughout  our  country. 
Americans  are  flat  out  fed  up  with  their 
elected  officials  in  Congress.  The 
American  people  have  begun  to  recog- 
nize the  absolute  need  to  re-inject 
democracy  into  our  ailing  political 
process. 

This  re-injection  will  certainly  occur  by  enacting  legisla- 
tion which  creates  a  constitutional  amendment  to  limit  the 
terms  of  members  of  Congress. 

The  idea  for  term  limits  is  not  new.  In  fact,  the  issue  of 
term  limits  was  first  raised  by  the  framers  of  our 
Constitution  during  the  constitutional  convention  in  1787 
but  was  laid  aside  as  "entering  too  much  into  detail." 

Every  year  since  I  was  first  elected  to  the  U.S.  Senate  in 
1 976, 1  have  introduced  legislation  to  create  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  limit  the  terms  of  members  of  Congress.  My 
legislation  would  act  to  limit  senators  to  two  six-year  terms 
and  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  six  two- 
year  terms,  a  total  of  12  years  in  each  body 

The  American  people  now  understand  that  limiting  terms 
for  elected  officials  will  actually  enhance  the  quality  of  rep- 
resentation in  our  government. 

In  fact,  it  will  put  an  end  to  a  system  which  makes  our 
Congress  less  democratic.  I  do  not  deny  that  term  limita- 
tions would  require  sacrificing  the  experience  and  wisdom 
that  accompany  long  years  of  service. 

In  return,  however,  I  welcome  the  fact  that  term  limita- 
tions will  assure  a  consistent  influx  of  new  members  with 
new  ideas  and  innovative  plans. 

This  would  allow  members  to  focus  more  on  critical  divi- 
sive issues  that  are  typically  unfavorable  and  would  also 
allow  elected  officials  the  courage  to  take  stands  on  issues 
that  they  would  ordinarily  avoid  for  fear  of  voter  backlash. 

Along  with  term  limits,  Congress  must  also  look  to  change 
many  of  its  current  practices  concerning  campaign  finance 
laws,  as  well  as  the  archaic  seniority  system  now  in  use. 

Clearly,  Americans  believe  they  are  being  shut  out  of  the 
workings  of  their  government.  I  believe  term  limitations  is 
the  first  of  many  impor- 
tant steps  toward  a  feder- 
al government  that  is  the 
object  of  voters'  respect 
and  admiration,  rather 
than  the  target  of  their 
ridicule  and  scorn.  □ 


NO 


VETVOICE  (900)  740-VETS 

To  voice  your  thoughts  on  anything  in  The  American  Legion  magazine,  call 
VETVOICE  (900)  740-VETS.  You  can  vote  on  current  issues,  receive  a  tally 
that  includes  your  vote,  record  your  opinion,  and  hear  opinions  of  others. 
Calls  cost  $1  per  minute  and  proceeds  support  Legion  programs. 


Rep.  Peter  H.  Kostmayer,  D-Pennsylvania 


Can  you  imagine  Congress 
without  Sonny  Montgom- 
ery? 

Isn't  Congress  a  better  place  because 
a  World  War  II  veteran  like  Mr. 
Montgomery  is  a  member?  If  you  are 
like  most  veterans,  you  would  have  a 
hard  time  imagining  Congress  without 
Sonny — and  you're  darn  glad  that  he's 
there,  serving  as  the  most  effective  advocate  that  America's 
veterans  have  ever  had. 

But  all  the  good  work  that  Sonny  has  done  in  Congress 
since  1978  would  never  have  happened  if  term-limit  advo- 
cates had  their  way. 

I  share  people's  dissatisfaction  with  the  work  of 
Congress.  Washington  simply  is  not  meeting  many  of  the 
problems  facing  our  nation.  The  President,  as  well  as  the 
Congress,  must  share  in  that  responsibility. 

Dissatisfaction  with  Congress,  however,  does  not  justify 
holding  individual  members  responsible  for  all  actions  of 
that  institution.  Voters  need  to  realize  that  there  are  535 
members  of  Congress.  Each  member  should  be  judged  on 
his  own  record,  not  on  the  record  of  Congress  as  a  whole. 
We  do  not,  for  example,  judge  a  doctor  on  the  basis  of  what 
the  American  Medical  Association  does. 

Proposals  to  limit  how  long  a  person  may  serve  in 
Congress  would  usurp  the  power  of  voters.  Any  measure  to 
arbitrarily  limit  the  terms  a  person  could  serve  in  Congress 
would  erode  the  ability  of  voters  to  exercise  their  best  judg- 
ment in  selecting  a  congressional  candidate. 

Term-limit  advocates  also  fail  to  point  out  that  the  natur- 
al turnover  in  the  Congress  is  quite  high.  Two-thirds  of  the 
current  members  have  been  there  for  less  than  12  years. 

While  the  notion  of  limiting  congressional  terms  is  cur- 
rently popular,  it  would  not  serve  the  nation  well. 
Nevertheless,  supporters  of  term  limitations  have  a  valid 
point:  Congress  is  not  working  well  and  should  do  better. 

Congress  should  focus  on  election  reforms.  Steps  could 
include  campaign  finance  reform  and  enforcement  mecha- 
nisms against  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege.  Making  elec- 
tions more  competitive  by  implementing  such  reforms 
would  assist  voters  in  mak- 
ing decisions  about  who 
should  represent  them  in 
Congress. 

Let's  not  throw  the  baby 
— or  Sonny — out  with  the 
bath  water!  □ 
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Few  things  ever  affected  your  life  so  completely.  A  half-century  has  passed  but,  sometimes,  it  seems  like  yesterday.  A  time 
when  battles  were  won  and  buddies  were  lost.  We  remember.  We  were  there,  too.  And  now,  to  com- 
memorate those  who  served,  Northwest  is  going  back  to  Australia,  Papua  New  Guinea,  the  Solomon 
Islands,  the  Coral  Sea  and  other  Southwest  Pacific  Theater  sites.  We  would  like  you  to  join  us.  Call  your 
travel  agent  or  SatoTravel:  1-800-736-9899  for  information.    NORTHWEST  AIRLINES 


NORTHWEST 

WORLD 


Women  In  Uniform 

Expect  the  new  Presidential  Com- 
mission on  Women  in  the  Armed  Forces 
to  examine  such  hot  topics  as: 

•  divorce  rates  among  military 
spouses; 

•  mixed  crews  in  missile  silos; 

•  pregnancy  problems  and  abortions 
at  military  hospitals; 

•  the  physiological  differences 
between  the  sexes;  and 

•  the  controversial  practice  of  cir- 
cumventing the  prohibition  on  women 
in  combat  by  "training"  women  on  com- 
bat ships. 

The  commission  report  is  due  this 
fall.  Israeli  officials  may  brief  the  com- 
mission on  why  they  tried  and  aban- 
doned the  idea  of  women  in  combat. 

Meanwhile,  congressional  feminists 
such  as  Rep.  Pat  Schroeder  of  Col- 
orado, upset  with  the  makeup  of  the 
commission,  may  go  ahead  with  legisla- 
tion to  expand  the  role  of  women  in  the 
military. 

Members  of  the  Pentagon-based 
Defense  Advisory  Committee  on 
Women  in  the  Services  (DACOWITS) 
are  said  to  feel  the  commission 
threatens  their  efforts  to  enforce  full 
sexual  equality  in  the  military. 

Pentagon  Vs.  AIDS 

Dramatic  fallout  is  anticipated  from 
NBC  reporter  Fred  Francis'  report  that 
42  percent  of  soldiers  testing  HIV-posi- 
tive had  homosexual  sex  — something 
forbidden  by  Pentagon  policy. 

Francis  also  cited  previously  sup- 
pressed figures  that  showed  the  dis- 
ease's cost  to  the  Pentagon  was 
$200,000  per  patient  and  $3  billion  for 
the  decade.  Congressional  critics  want 
to  know  what  Department  of  Defense 
officials  are  doing  about  containing 
costs  and  the  apparently  rampant 
homosexual  behavior. 

Russia's  Free  Market 

A  seamy  side  of  life  has  emerged  out 
of  the  new  freedom  in  Russia,  as  reports 
increase  of  attempted  rip-offs  of  foreig- 
ners by  restaurants  and  taxi  cab  drivers, 
while  sex-for-sale  businesses  and  por- 
nography are  said  to  be  flourishing. 

Meanwhile,  government  officials  say 
the  Communist  Party  is  staying  alive 
and  stirring  up  trouble  by  using  the 


Washington-based  Cliff  Kincaid  writes 
for  Human  Events  and  other  publications. 
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hundreds  of  millions,  if  not  billions,  of 
dollars  stashed  away  in  foreign  bank 
accounts.  The  Russian  government  has 
hired  a  U.S.  firm,  Kroll  Associates,  to 
track  down  the  money.  Most  of  the 
former  Soviet  gold  and  diamond 
reserves  are  also  said  to  be  unaccounted 
for. 

Problems  For  Perot 

Naval  Academy  graduate,  Texas  bil- 
lionaire and  presidential  aspirant  H. 
Ross  Perot's  controversial  stands- 
including  opposition  to  the  Gulf  War, 
even  after  the  brilliant  U.S. -led  vic- 
tory—could spark  conflicts  among  vet- 
erans and  POW  activists. 

Perot's  pick  of  former  POW,  retired 
Navy  Admiral  James  Stockdale,  as  his 
interim  running  mate  reconfirmed  his 
interest  in  the  POW/MIA  issue.  But  Tire 
Washington  Post  is  not  alone  is  describ- 
ing a  "strangeness"  when  he  discusses 
alleged  POW/MIA  conspiracies. 

It's  been  learned  that  activists  rang- 
ing from  the  Christie  Institute  to  retired 
Army  Lt.  Col.  "Bo"  Gritz  have  tried  to 
interest  Perot  in  their  controversial 
theories  about  guns,  drugs  or  POWs.  At 
a  meeting  of  newspaper  editors  in 
Washington,  DC. ,  Perot  suggested  that 
some  U.S.  personnel  involved  in  the 
Vietnam  War  and  the  Iran-Contra  affair 
might  have  condoned  drug  smuggling. 

Meanwhile,  political  conservatives 


are  mobilizing  against  Perot,  drawing 
attention  to  his  financial  contributions 
to  liberal  Democrats  and  his  social 
views.  Perot  is  pro-choice  on  abortion 
and  said  that,  on  homosexual  rights,  "I 
think  it's  an  individual  decision." 

Fonda  and  POW/MIAs 

Movie  star  Jane  Fonda,  now  appear- 
ing on  husband  Ted  Turner's  networks, 
angered  veterans  by  preaching  "forgive- 
ness" in  a  TV  Guide  article  about  a 
cable  TV  tribute  to  her  father,  Henry 
Fonda,  who  died  10  years  ago. 

Some  Vietnam  veterans  say  she 
deserves  forgiveness  only  if  she  tries  to 
rectify  her  pro-Hanoi  activities  during 
the  war  by  returning  to  Hanoi  to  resolve 
the  POW/MIA  issue. 

Meanwhile,  the  Senate  Select  Com- 
mittee on  POW/MIAs  is  investigating 
reports  that  eight  US  POWs  from  World 
War  II  died  in  Soviet  gulags.  The  Penta- 
gon claims  they  were  Americans  who 
may  have  served  in  the  German  army. 

Money  For  Soviets 

Support  is  growing  for  congressional 
legislation  making  aid  to  the  former 
Soviet  bloc  conditional  on  compensat- 
ing U.S.  citizens  who  lost  their  belong- 
ings to  the  communists. 

Americans  of  Czechoslovak  descent 
have  been  vigorously  pressing  their 
case,  contending  that  the  Havel  govern- 
ment has  been  auctioning  off  their  prop- 
erty to  foreign  speculators. 

Bush's  Foreign  Aid 

The  Republican  Convention  in  Hous- 
ton may  face  floor  fights  not  only  over 
abortion  but  also  foreign  aid.  The  Pat 
Buchanan  brigades  are  likely  to  chal- 
lenge President  Bush's  plan  to  send 
U.S.  aid  to  Russia  through  the  Interna- 
tional Monetary  Fund  (IMF). 

Buchanan's  people  argue  that  the 
IMF  has  never  turned  a  socialist  nation 
into  a  capitalist  nation,  and  it  shouldn't 
be  expected  to  start  now.  They  estimate 
the  cost  of  all  foreign  aid  and  assistance 
in  the  post- WWII  era  at  more  than  $2 
trillion— half  of  the  national  debt. 

Gays  In  Military 

After  taking  heat  for  draft  avoidance, 
Arkansas'  Gov.  Bill  Clinton  can  expect 
attention  on  his  proposed  repeal  of  the 
ban  on  homosexuals  in  the  Armed 
Forces.  Critics  say  the  repeal  would 
spread  demoralization  and  AIDS.  □ 
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Remember 
when  it  all 
seemed  so 
simple! 


You  were  home.  Safe.  You'd  served  your  country  well. 

And  now  you  could  get  on  with  life.  And  look  after  your  kids  ...  and 
promise  you  would  never  leave  them  again. 

Where  have  the  years  gone? 

That  curly-headed  girl  and  skinned-knee  boy  of  yours  are  grown  now. 
But  you've  never  forgotten  how  much  you  missed  them  while  you  were  away 
...  and  how  much  you  loved  them. 

And  you  love  them  yet  ... 

...  and  now  you  can  show  them  how  much  you  care  with  an 
exclusive  Term  Life  Plan  from  The  American  Legion. 

So  that  when  the  time  comes  you  must  leave  once  again  ...  they  will  have 
a  part  of  you.  Looking  after  them  still. 


For  more  information  about  the  exclusive  Term  Life 
Plan  for  our  members  of  The  American  Legion,  please  fill 
out  this  coupon  and  mail  it  to:  The  American  Legion 
Insurance  Plans,  P.O.  Box  93124,  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
50394. 

Or  call  TOLL  FREE  1-800-542-5547. 

Note:  This  Plan  is  not  available  in  South  Carolina,  Vermont  and  to  residents  of 
Minnesota  age  80  and  over. 

Plan  Administered  by:  Kirke-Van  Orsdel,  Incorporated 


YES!  Please  send  me  more  information  about  the  Term  Life 
Plan  from  The  American  Legion.  I  know  there's  no  obligation. 


Name 


Street  Address  _ 
City,  State,  ZIP. 
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THE  LAST  COMMUNIST — Economic  progress  and  political  uncertainty  await  Cuba  without  Castro. 


CUBA 

The  Bad  News  And  The  Good  News 


By  Elliott  Abrams  

HE  Cold  War  has  ended  in 
Europe,  but  not  in  the 
Caribbean.  There,  along 
America's  southern 
shores,  lies  one  of  the  last 
holdouts:  Fidel  Castro's 
Cuba. 

A  museum  piece  of 
old-style  Stalinist  dicta- 
torship, Cuba  is  today  sliding  into  cri- 
sis. It  is  isolated  in  Latin  America 
because  the  Latins  have  turned  to 

Former  Assistant  Secretary  of  State 
Elliott  Abrams  is  a  senior  fellow  in  the 
Washington,  D.C.,  office  of  the  Hudson 
Institute,  a  Indianapolis-based  think 
tank. 


To  be  free  and 
prosperous,  Cuba 
must  avoid  civil 
war  and  save  its 
economy.  But  only 
after  Castro  falls. 


democracy.  Its  former  communist 
allies  in  Moscow,  and  what  used  to  be 
Soviet-dominated  Eastern  Europe, 
have  abandoned  it. 

Castro  and  his  brother,  Raul,  are 
turning  gray  after  30  years  in  power, 
and  it  looks  as  if  Castro  is  determined 
to  be  the  Last  Communist. 


Why  is  Cuba  heading  toward  crisis? 
The  main  reason  may  be  the  economy. 
With  the  end  of  Soviet  economic  aid, 
the  Cuban  economy  is  collapsing.  U.S. 
government  estimates  suggest  a 
decline  of  20  percent  in  the  Cuban 
Gross  National  Product  (GNP)  last 
year,  and  predict  another  this  year. 

Soviet  oil  shipments  were  way  off  in 
1990  and  again  in  1991,  and  the  1992 
terms  of  trade  for  Cuban  sugar  and 
Russian  oil  suggest  another  sharp 
drop.  Trade  with  Eastern  Europe  and 
other  former  parts  of  the  Soviet  bloc  is 
down  sharply. 

While  tourism  to  Cuba  has  picked 
up  and  is  a  major  focus  of  the  Castro 
regime,  it  can  hardly  begin  to  alleviate 
Cuba's  deep  economic  crisis. 

The  way  out  is,  of  course,  an  open- 
ing to  free  market  economics,  but  this 
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Reusable  Lint  Roller  Never  Wears  Out! 

Incredible  Lint  Roller  is  made  of  a  sticky  space-age 
adhesive  that  will  never  wear  out.  Just  rinse  in  plain 
water  and  let  dry.  Cleaning  power  is  restored  in- 
stantly !  No  refills  needed!  Saves  you  money,  time  and 
effort.  Use  it  over  and  over  again. 


SPECIAL  BONUS 

*Save  over  $  1 1  from  TV 
price.  Receive  Lint 
Roller  and  Pocket-Size 
Lint  Roller  for  only  $8.88 
a  set.  See  coupon. 

'""a  YES!  Rush  my  Reusable  Lint  Roller  for  ^ 
$4.95  "steal"  price.  (Reeseo) 

SAVE!  -+  □  2  for  $9.50   □  3  for  $1 3.95 


Works  fast— does  the  job  in  half  the  time  of  old-  g 
fashioned  lint  removers.  Works  effectively — picks  up  5 
dust,  lint,  fuzz,  and  animal  hair.  Use  on  clothing,  8 
upholstery,  drapes,  area  rugs,  car  seats.  Measures  four  g 
inches  wide  and  seven  inches  around,  with  easy-grip  ^ 
handle  and  clear-plastic  case.  f 

Sorry — limit  3  per  address.  Hurry!  | 


□  Unt  Roller  &  Pocket-Size  Lint  Roller  only  $8.88  (set  of  2) 
Savel^Q  2  sets  for  $16.95  □  3  sets  for  $24.99  (H66963) 


Add  only  $2.75  shipping  and  handling.  NY,  CA  add  sales  tax. 

Total  enclosed  $  

Make  check  out  to  RBM  Ltd.  Or  charge  my 
□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD 
(Enter  all  13  or  16  numbers  below.) 


Card*. 


Exp.  Date  (Mo)  (Yr). 
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Full  one-year  money-back  guarantee.  Allow  up  to  6-8  weeks  for  shipment.      §  L_ 


MAIL  RBM  Ltd.,  Lint-Roller,  Dept.  570-223 
TO:    Box  1745,  Hicksville,  NY  1 1802 


OUT  OF  GAS— Without  aid  from  the  former  Soviet  Union,  the  Cuban  standard  of 
living  has  declined.  Bicycle  power  has  replaced  gas. 


was  rejected  by  the  regime  in  last 
year's  Fourth  Party  Congress.  Fearful 
that  reform  is  a  slippery  slope  toward 
revolution,  Castro  has  rejected  eco- 
nomic or  political  liberalization. 

The  regime  has  been  apprehensive 
that  increasing  economic  hardship  may 
produce  popular  unrest,  so  its  reaction 
has  been  increased  repression.  The 
small  band  of  human  rights  activists 
and  dissidents  have  been  arrested, 
attacked  by  organized  mobs,  and 
denounced  in  the  government  press. 

This  will  increase  Cuba's  political 
isolation  and  lead  to  its  denunciation 
at  this  year's  session  of  the  United 
Nations  Human  Rights  Commission, 
but  to  Castro,  denunciation  is  less 
painful — and  less  dangerous — than 
internal  opposition. 

Beneath  the  top  layer  of  Castro  loy- 
alists, Cuba's  government  ministries, 
party  organs  and  military  seem  to  con- 
tain many  younger  and  well-educated 
technocrats  eager  to  get  on  with  mod- 
ernizing Cuba.  This  is  certainly  the 
impression  visitors  to  the  island  carry 
away,  and  as  officials  leave  that 
impression  with  strangers  at  some  per- 
sonal risk,  it  is  reasonable  to  think  it 
widespread. 

But  no  reform  will  come  while 
Castro  rules.  He  is  no  Gorbachev,  and 
in  fact  has  expressed  absolute  con- 
tempt for  the  former  Soviet  ruler. 
Castro  is  more  like  Mao  Tse-tung:  not 
a  bureaucrat,  but  a  tyrant  who  thinks 
he  embodies  the  Revolution. 


The  question  of  change  in  Cuba, 
then,  comes  down  to  this:  When  and 
how  will  Castro  fall? 

While  there  are  a  variety  of  ideas 
about  negotiating  him  out,  little  in  his 
past  reveals  a  likelihood  he  will  simply 
walk  away  from  power. 

More  likely  paths  are  a  military 
coup  or  popular  uprising,  or  perhaps  a 
coup  following  an  uprising.  Parti- 
cipation in  removing  the  regime  would 
be  a  good  way  for  some  individuals  and 
institutions  to  "launder"  themselves, 
washing  away  their  past  collaboration 
with  Castro  by  helping  get  rid  of  him. 

Given  the  power  of  the  secret  police, 
such  an  uprising  would  have  to  be  an 
act  of  spontaneous  mass  desperation 
rather  than  a  carefully  organized  con- 
spiracy. 

And  then  of  course,  there  is  the  cal- 
endar; Castro  is  in  his  mid-60s  now. 
While  his  health  seems  good,  he  will 
not  survive  politically  if  it  slips. 

Whenever  Castro  goes,  Cuba  will 
face  the  probability  of  economic 
progress  and  political  uncertainty. 

On  the  economic  side,  the  chal- 
lenges will  be  great:  The  infrastructure 
is  appalling  and  will  need  costly  mod- 
ernization. From  roads  to  schools  to 
telephones,  Cuba  is  living  in  the 
1950s. 

The  housing  supply  is  extremely 
poor,  and  except  for  Communist  Party 
bigwigs,  life  in  Cuba  is  now  a  daily 
endurance  contest.  The  GNP  declines 
every  year  now,  and  with  each  passing 


year  Cuba  will  have  that  much  farther 
back  to  climb. 

There  is,  however,  reason  for  opti- 
mism. Ten  percent  of  Cubans  live  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  exile  com- 
munity can  be  expected  to  supply 
experience,  assets,  and  access  to  credit 
to  the  rebuilding  of  Cuba. 

The  Cuban  tourist  industry  should 
take  off  like  a  shot,  given  the  proximi- 
ty to  the  United  States  and  the  natural 
beauty  of  the  island.  Cubans  are 
renowned — as  Americans  discovered 
to  their  delight  in  Florida  and  to  their 
sorrow  in  Cold  War  conflicts-^for 
energy  and  ambition. 

Politically,  however,  Cuba  may  well 
face  a  period  of  instability.  There  is  no 
reason  to  expect  the  kind  of  "velvet 
revolution"  that  we've  seen  in 
Czechoslovakia,  or  even  the  bumpy 
road  Poland  has  experienced. 

Cuba  may  find  the  transition  to 
democracy  much  harder  than  many 
other  former  communist  dictatorships. 
The  island  has  no  deep  democratic  tra- 
dition, and  for  40  years  has  lived  under 
dictatorships — 30  of  them  under  a 
Stalinist  regime  that  has  prevented  any 
political  development. 

The  role  of  the  exile  community 
will  be  a  difficult  factor  if  exile  groups 
seek  political  power,  as  many  appar- 
ently will,  and  if  Cubans  on  the  island 
regard  them  as  foreigners.  Regime 
propaganda  has  portrayed  the  exiles  as 
millionaires  planning  to  buy  the  island 
and  return  it  to  a  Batista-style  society, 
and  only  time  will  tell  how  deeply 
those  arguments  have  sunk  in. 

Cuba  may  turn  not  to  the  late- 1980s 
style  Latin  democratic  politics,  but  to 
the  factionalism,  personalism  and 
instability  that  have  characterized 
much  of  its  past. 

Race  will  be  a  complicating  factor. 
Most  emigres  are  white,  and  over  the 
Castro  decades  Cuba  has  become  a 
darker-skinned  country.  If  black 
Cubans  feel  that  they  are  being  pushed 
back  to  the  lesser  status  they  held 
before  1960,  the  political  conse- 
quences will  be  significant. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  the  Castro 
regime  has  eliminated  racism,  for  in 
fact  its  upper  ranks  are  almost  all 
white.  Rather,  it  is  to  say  that  under 
communism  black  and  white  Cubans 
have  lived  under  equal  levels  of  repres- 
sion and  misery. 

Darker-skinned  Cubans  will  be 
leery  of  any  economic  and  social  poli- 
P lease  turn  to  page  46 


16 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Aft 

We 


MICRO  MAP — This  composite  photo  shows  a  computer  chip  surrounding  a  map  of  the  Western  Hemispnere  created  witn  gold 
atoms  by  a  scanning  tunneling  microscope  (STM).  This  technology  may  lead  to  smaller,  yet  better  computers. 


NAN01ECHM0L0GV 


By  Gurney  Williams  III 


■I      III  ROUND  midnight  in  a 
m  deserted  laboratory,  re- 

■  searcher  In-Whan  Lyo 

■  discovered  he  could  pick 
mm    fi    H  up  clumps  of  silicon,  a 

11  few  atoms  at  a  time,  as  if 
■   Hi    H  mey  were  grains  of  sand 

LI    ■  and  he  had  a  magical 
■Hmb  shovel. 

Working  late  at  IBM's  T.J.  Watson 
laboratory  in  New  York,  Lyo  could  see 
the  clumps  clearly  on  a  video  screen 
connected  to  a  device  called  a  scan- 
ning tunneling  microscope  (STM).  He 

Gurney  Williams  III  is  a  New  York- 
based  writer. 


BIG  THINCS 


HAPPEN  WHEN 
MACHINES  CAN 
MOVE  ONE  ATOM 

AT  A  TIME 
AND  DOCTORS 
CAN  OPERATE 
CELL  BY  CELL 


typed  instructions  to  a  computer  that 
positioned  a  tiny  pin  just  above  the  sil- 
icon. 

Suddenly,  a  jolt  of  electrical  current 
from  the  tip  made  the  surface  bulge 
into  a  small  hill  surrounded  by  a  dark 
depression  or  moat,  much  like  an 
instant  sand  castle. 

"Wow,"  Lyo  said.  Then  he  moved 
the  tip  toward  the  hill,  picked  up  the 
atoms  and  transferred  the  miniature 
mountain  to  another  site  only  a  few 
atoms  away.  "That's  really  something," 
Lyo  thought. 

He  was  right:  He  was  creating 
something  from  almost  nothing. 

The  work  of  Lyo,  his  associate 
Phaedon  Avouris,  and  others  like  them 
wouldn't  be  any  more  impressive  if  he 
had  shifted  an  alp  with  a  child's  shovel. 
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PRECISION  MOVEMENT — Left,  the  tip  of  the  scanning  tunneling  microscope  (STM)  picks  up  and  moves  atoms.  In  the  center 
two  photographs,  the  STM,  like  an  atomic  shovel,  raised  and  moved  a  heap  of  atoms,  leaving  a  hole.  The  illustration  at  the 
right  shows  a  single  atom's  movement,  and  may  be  the  foundation  of  future  "invisible"  computers. 


Among  the  mountain-moving  impli- 
cations of  his  work  is  the  promise  of 
computers  so  small  that  they'll  fit  like 
splinters  into  the  walls  of  houses. 
There,  they'll  take  voice  commands  to 
turn  on  lights,  turn  up  heat,  or  connect 
residents  with  other  "smart"  houses. 

The  possibility  of  computers  so 
minuscule  that  they,  make  today's 
microcomputers  look  huge  is  one  rea- 
son why  IBM,  the  computer  giant, 
funds  his  research. 

Another  prospect  on  the  big  new 
frontier  of  very  small  tech  is  safer 
surgery.  Imagine  a  scalpel  so  tiny  it 
could  operate  on  vessels  at  the  back  of 
the  eye,  driven  by  a  motor  no  thicker 
than  a  hair.  Some  experts  predict 
robot-driven  surgical  instruments 
small  enough  to  operate  on  one  bio- 
logical cell  at  a  time. 

Similar  technology  could  create  big 
things:  Cars,  skyscrapers  or  space- 
ships— built  from  the  molecular  level 
up. 

Much  of  today's  manufacturing 
involves  shaping  and  cutting  materials 


into  the  cars  or  components  we  need. 

In  the  future,  we'll  be  able  to  manu- 
facture cars  molecule  by  molecule. 
The  builders  would  be  tiny  robots, 
successors  to  Lyo's  needle,  that  move 
molecules  into  clumps,  and  clumps 
into  car  components,  all  following  a 
computerized  plan. 

FOR  the  present,  the  closest  we've 
come  to  such  molecular  assem- 
blers is  the  STM  Lyo  used. 
Invented  by  IBM  scientists  in  the  early 
1980s,  it  can  make  images  of  atoms  or 
molecules  as  well  as  move  atomic  par- 
ticles around.  The  STM's  working  end, 
the  tip,  is  poised  no  higher  than  a  few 
atomic  diameters  above  a  metal  or 
semiconductor  surface. 

To  gather  data  needed  to  generate 
the  pictures  you  see  on  these  pages, 
the  STM  produces  a  small  current  that 
flows  or  tunnels  between  the  lowest 
atom  in  the  tip  and  the  surface  beneath 
it.  Whenever  the  tip  arrives  above  an 
atomic  or  molecular  bump,  the  current 
flows  faster. 


A  computer  tracks  these  changes  in 
the  speed.  And  it  adjusts  the  tip  up  or 
down  to  maintain  a  constant  tunneling 
flow.  During  a  series  of  passes  over  the 
surface,  the  computer  analyzes  the  up- 
down  movements  to  create  an  image  of 
the  small  world. 

Over  the  past  few  years,  researchers 
have  used  the  little  tip  to  make  an 
entire  gallery  of  small  worlds  like  the 
ones  you  see  illustrated  on  these 
pages. 

For  example,  the  bluish  map  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere  shows  North  and 
South  America,  a  portion  of  Antarctica 
and  a  few  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
islands — pretty  good  for  a  diagram 
that's  only  100th  the  diameter  of  a 
human  hair. 

Jonathon  Mamin,  a  research  staff 
member  at  IBM's  Almaden  Research 
Center  in  San  Jose,  Calif,  drew  the 
map  to  show  off  a  technology  that 
could  pay  large  dividends  for  computer 
makers. 

IBM  estimates  that  semiconductors, 
the  heart  of  every  PC,  could  shrink  at 
least  500-fold  if  techniques  used  to 
make  the  map  are  put  to  work  in  mass 
manufacturing.  Mamin  made  Hawaii,  a 
single  mound,  in  a  few  hundred  bil- 
lionths  of  a  second.  Eight  similar  puls- 
es dotted  the  United  States  with  tiny 
humps,  coast-to-coast.  Color  was 
added  artificially  later.  The  map  is  so 
small  that  it  would  take  more  than  300 


DESIGNS — The  technology  that  made 
these  letters  of  35  xenon  atoms  may  let 
us  write  the  ultimate  secret  message. 
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MICRO  MACHINE — About  the  width  of  a 
hair,  this  motor  could  be  used  as  a  gyro 
or  camera  shutter  trigger. 

of  the  hemispheres,  side  by  side,  to 
circle  one  hair. 

If  that  seems  small  to  you,  squint  at 
the  dots  forming  "Molecular  Man"  on 
this  page,  another  IBM  miniature  cre- 
ated by  Peter  Zeppenfeld,  a  visiting 
scientist  at  Almaden. 

Each  dot  is  an  image  of  a  carbon 
monoxide  molecule — the  colorless, 
odorless  gas  made  by  combustion  in 
your  car  or  furnace.  Zeppenfeld 
sprayed  the  gas  onto  a  cold  platinum 
surface,  where  the  molecules  stuck. 
Then  he  moved  the  tip  of  the  (STM) 
microscope  to  a  point  just  above  a 
molecule,  attracting  it  like  a  magnet  to 
an  iron  filing.  Next  he  shifted  the  tip, 
dragging  the  molecule  with  it,  to  a 
clean  area  of  the  surface.  Finally,  he 
raised  the  tip,  leaving  a  single  mole- 
cule behind  like  a  drop  of  paint  on  a 
canvas. 

A  man,  made  of  28  such  "drops,"  is 
hundreds  of  times  smaller  than  the 
Western  Hemisphere  map.  If  real  peo- 
ple were  this  small,  it  would  take  the 
entire  population  of  Charlottesville, 


Va.,  about  125,000  people,  to  surround 
a  single  strand  of  hair. 

Smaller  yet  are  the  dots  spelling  out 
"IBM"  in  the  photo  on  Page  19. 
Physicists  Donald  M.  Eigler,  a 
research  staff  member  at  Almaden, 
and  Erhard  K.  Schweizer,  a  visiting 


scientist,  used  the  STM  tip  to  drag  sin- 
gle atoms  of  xenon  gas  across  a  nickel 
surface.  Each  letter  is  about  half  a  mil- 
lion times  smaller  than  the  letters 
you're  reading. 

It's  a  long  road  from  these  micro- 
masterpieces  to  the  advanced  world  of 
mite-sized  robot  surgeons  or  factories. 
But  K.  Eric  Drexler,  a  visiting  scholar 
at  Stanford  and  a  reigning  expert  on 
small  worlds,  says  that  such  molecu- 
lar-scale devices  may  go  into  action  in 
as  few  as  15  years. 

Drexler  coined  the  term  nanotech- 
nology — nano  means  dwarf,  or  bil- 
lionth— to  cover  the  complex  devices 
whose  parts  are  measured  in  billionths 
of  a  meter.  But  the  small  size  doesn't 
mean  the  machines  won't  ultimately 
take  on  mammoth  projects. 

Drexler,  co-author  with  Chris 
Peterson  and  Gayle  Pergamit  of 
Unbounding  the  Future,  published  by 
William  Morrow,  suggests  that  future 
assembly  machines  won't  stop  at  build- 
P lease  turn  to  page  45 


MOLECULAR  MAN — Scientists  may  cus- 
tomize molecules  the  same  way  this  fig- 
ure was  drawn  with  28  dots  of  carbon 
monoxide  molecules. 
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T        E        R  I        E  W 


SHELBY  STEELE 


According  to  this  author  of  a  book  about  race  relations, 
there  is  still  much  misunderstanding  and  mistrust 
between  the  races  today.  We  should  focus  on 
our  similarities  instead  of  our  differences. 


SHELBY  STEELE  is  a 
black  professor  of  English 
at  San  Jose  State  Univer- 
sity in  California.  His 
book,  The  Content  of  Our 
Character,  has  generated 
lively  discussion  through- 
out the  country. 

"I  believe  it  is  time  for 
blacks  to  begin  the  shift 
from  a  wartime  to  a 
peacetime  identity,  from 
fighting  for  opportunity  to 
seizing  it,"  Steele  says. 
"The  immutable  fact  of 
late  20th  century 
American  life  is  that  op- 
portunity is  here  for  blacks  to  seize." 

Steele  is  one  of  a  new  group  of  black  conservatives, 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Clarence  Thomas  among  them.  In 
this  exclusive  interview  with  The  American  Legion  maga- 
zine, Steele  describes  positive  steps  which  will  narrow  the 
breach  between  black  and  white  in  the  United  States. 


American  Legion  magazine: 

number  of  black  conservatives? 


Is  there  an  increasing 


Shelby  Steele:  Definitely.  I  think  even  more  important 
than  the  numbers,  there  is  for  the  first  time  in  many  years  a 
real  debate  in  the  black  community  about  ideas,  about  how 
best  to  move  forward. 

I  think  it  is  the  group  of  black  conservatives  who  have 
opened  up  that  debate  and  Clarence  Thomas'  nomination  to 
the  Supreme  Court  has  encouraged  many  of  them  to  speak 


It's  important  to  keep  in  mind  that  blacks  oftentimes 
come  up  more  conservative  than  most  whites  on  issues  like 
abortion,  gun  control  and  so  forth. 

Q-  Overall,  were  the  Clarence  Thomas-Anita  Hill 
hearings  good  or  bad  for  blacks? 

A I  think  they  were  very  good.  It  was  an  opportunity  for 
-  the  entire  country  to  see  important  issues  being  han- 
dled by  very  reasonable,  intelligent  black  people.  So,  I  think 
there  were  many  benefits.  I'm  sure  most  viewers  could 
identify  with  the  human  struggle  there,  more  so  than  any 
racial  struggle. 

Q.  What  was  your  objective  in  writing  The  Content  of 
Our  Character? 

-  I  felt  that  the  dialogue  on  race  in  America  was  very 
A.  stultified  and  straightjacketed.  People  weren't  really 
saying  what  they  honestly  felt  about  racial  issues.  This  was 
frustrating  to  me,  personally.  I  wanted  to  try  to  find  out 
what  I  really  did  think  and  feel  about  the  state  of  race  rela- 
tions. It  was  that  motive  that  set  me  to  work. 

The  book  is  an  open  exploration  of  racial  problems  with- 
out really  paying  much  attention  to  the  politics  that  usually 
go  along  with  race  in  America.  I  wanted  to  get  beneath  the 
politics  and  the  mistrust  between  the  races,  and  look  at  it  as 
honestly  as  I  could. 

Q.  In  1964,  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  said:  "When  you 
are  behind  in  a  foot  race,  the  only  way  to  get  ahead  is  to 
run  faster  than  the  man  in  front  of  you.  So  when  your 
white  roommate  says  he's  tired  and  goes  to  sleep,  you 
stay  up  and  burn  the  midnight  oil?"  Do  you  agree? 
_  I  heard  Dr.  King  deliver  that  quote  in  Chicago.  I  sub- 
A-  scribe  to  it.  He's  really  saying,  "Yes,  we  are  behind, 
but  it  is  possible  for  us  to  catch  up  in  the  foot  race  if  we  real- 
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EDUCATION  IS  THE  KEY — Steele  urges  parents  to  become 
more  involved  with  their  children's  education.  "Education  is 
our  most  important  opportunity, "  Steele  says. 


ize  that  and  work  harder."  Maybe  we  will  have  to  work  hard- 
er at  this  point  than  those  people  who  are  already  ahead  of 
us,  but  it  is  possible  that  hard  work  still  does  pay  off  in 
America. 

Q-  Do  you  feel  the  civil  rights  leaders  have  been  true 
to  Dr.  King's  vision? 

A The  current  leaders  have  strayed  from  it.  They've  lost 
-  that  focus  which  Dr.  King  had.  King  certainly  wanted 
society  to  redress  the  injustices  of  the  past,  but  he  also 
asked  black  Americans  to  work  hard  work  and  struggle  in 
order  to  advance.  I  think  the  current  civil  rights  leadership 
often  puts  more  emphasis  on  what  society  can  do  or  should 
be  doing,  and  not  enough  emphasis  on  what  black 
Americans  can  do. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  when  you  wrote  in  your  book: 
"When  your  own  leadership  portrays  you  as  a  victim, 
that  has  a  demoralizing  effect." 

J.  The  civil  rights  leadership  today  pounds  home  the 
H.  idea  that  we  blacks  are  victimized  by  racism.  Of 
course,  it  is  true  that  there  is  still  racism  in  American  life, 
but  there  are  many,  many  other  dimensions  to  our  lives 
besides  just  being  the  victims  of  racism.  That's  where  we 
must  begin  to  focus  a  good  deal  more.  We  have  a  lot  of 
Please  turn  to  page  49 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Civil  rights  leaders:  "The  current  civil 
rights  leadership  often  puts  more 
emphasis  on  what  society  can  do 
or  should  be  doing,  and  not  enough 
emphasis  on  what  blacks  can  do. " 

Blacks  as  victims:  "There  are  many 
other  dimensions  to  black  lives 
besides  just  being  the  victims  of 
racism. " 

Affirmative  action:  7  am  against  pref- 
erential treatment  because  I  think  it 
has  the  effect  of  stigmatizing 
blacks. " 

White-black  relations:  "We  use  the 

same  form  of  government;  we  want 
the  same  things  for  our  kids;  we 
share  the  same  popular  culture.  We 
ought  to  spend  more  time  focusing 
on  how  much  we  have  in  common. " 
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YYThy  Protect 
**Qur  Flag? 


By  Michael  Novak 


HAT  the  American  flag 
evokes  powerful  emotions 
I  learned  most  vividly 
over  lunch,  curiously 
enough,  with  five  fellow 
faculty  members  at  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame 
in  the  autumn  of  '88.  As 
we  sat  down,  trays  in 
hand,  one  complained  about  the  "trivi- 
ality" of  the  presidential  campaign. 
"Like  what?"  I  softly  asked. 
"The  Pledge  of  Allegiance,"  he 
replied  with  finality. 

"I  don't  think  that's  trivial,"  I  com- 
mented quietly.  That  was  a  mistake. 

Almost  instantly  my  companions 
raised  their  voices,  outdoing  one 
another  in  heaping  up  examples  of  how 
"trivial"  the  "flag  issue"  is.  "Gestapo," 
"storm  troopers,"  and  "coercion"  the 
first  voices  said. 

Still  louder  voices  denounced  a 
"meaningless  ritual,"  "performed  in 
absent-mindedness,"  which  "violated 
the  Constitution,"  and  was  "illegal" 
and  "un-American."  They  were  quite 
worked  up  about  it.  The  issue  wasn't  as 
trivial  as  they  were  saying. 

Some  people  are  passionately 
against  the  pledge,  others  are  passion- 
ately for  it.  Why  does  the  flag  do  that 
to  people? 

Michael  Novak  is  director  of  social 
and  political  studies  for  the  American 
Enterprise  Institute,  and  a  Forbes 
magazine  columnist.  He  wrote  "Why 
We  Fought"  last  September  in  the 
World  War  II  Commemorative  Issue  of 
The  American  Legion  magazine. 


Our  republic  is 
no  stronger  than 
the  allegiance 

its  citizens 
pledge  to  it  and 

to  its  glorious 
symbol— the  flag. 


The  Notre  Dame  experience  taught 
me  that  George  Bush  understood  the 
nation's  symbols  better  than — may 
they  forgive  me  — my  faculty  col- 
leagues did.  Four  years  ago,  candi- 
date Bush  asked  the  entire  Republican 
Convention  in  New  Orleans  to  stand 
and  recite  these  words: 

/  pledge  allegiance  to  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  to  the 
republic  for  which  it  stands,  one 
nation  under  God,  indivisible,  with 
liberty  and  justice  for  all. 

Incredibly,  the  entire  election  of 
1988  sometimes  seemed  to  hang  on 
this  simple  pledge. 

The  Democratic  candidate,  Michael 
Dukakis,  thought  so  too.  For  he  told 
the  Democratic  Convention  in  New 
York  City  why  he  had  vetoed  a 
Massachusetts  bill,  passed  by  both 
houses,  that  would  have  required 
teachers  to  lead  the  first  class  each  day 
in  a  group  recitation  of  the  pledge. 

He  insisted  that  he  himself  said  the 
pledge  and  encouraged  others  to  say  it, 
and  he  attacked  the  Republican  candi- 
date: "If  the  Vice  President  is  saying 
that  he  would  sign  an  unconstitutional 
bill,  then  in  my  judgment,  he's  not  fit 


to  hold  the  office  of  President." 

Perhaps  never  before  has  this  simple 
pledge  incited  such  a  storm.  This  cloth 
flag  of  the  United  States,  this  piece  of 
red,  white  and  blue  bunting,  this 
ensign  that  has  thousands  of  times  pre- 
ceded troops  into  stormy  battle,  has 
itself  become  a  battleground.  Would-be 
presidents  combat  over  it.  Elections 
are  partly  decided  by  its  meaning. 
What  gives? 

And  what  did  President  Bush  know 
about  the  flag  that  my  university  col- 
leagues didn't?  Three  things. 

First,  the  only  reality  that  holds 
Americans  together  is  our  form  of  gov- 
ernment, the  republic.  We  don't  share  a 
common  ancestry,  language  of  origin, 
single  patch  of  land,  long  history.  The 
British,  the  French,  the  Spaniards,  and 
Germans  pledge  allegiance  to  a  plot  of 
land,  a  history,  a  language,  a  father- 
land. We  pledge  allegiance  to  a  repub- 
lic— take  away  the  republic  and  the 


VETVOICE 


WHAT'S  YOUR  OPINION? 

Will  your  congressional  candi- 
dates' positions  on  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  protect  the  U.S. 
Flag  affect  your  vote?  Call  your 
opinion  to  (900)  740-VETS.  You 
also  can  record  a  letter  to  the  editor 
and  listen  to  opinions  of  others. 

Calls  cost  $1  per  minute,  and 
proceeds  support  Legion  pro- 
grams. Opinions  from  the  Vetvoice 
lines  published  in  the  magazine  are 
indicated  with  a  Q  symbol. 

(900)  740-VETS 
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WAVING  FREE — Desecrating  our  flag  is 
like  burning  a  book  filled  with  the  collec- 
tive memory  of  our  nation. 


deal  is  off. 

That's  what  holds  us  together,  this 
republic.  That's  why  we  want  to  pledge 
our  allegiance  to  it  often  by  pledging 
allegiance  to  the  flag  "and  to  the 
republic  for  which  it  stands". 

That's  why  we  want  our  children's 
attention  focused  on  the  one  symbol 
that  holds  us  together,  as  their  first 
action  every  day  and  in  a  way  they  will 
never  forget,  in  classrooms  that  hope- 
fully will  mirror  the  nation's  diversity. 

True  enough,  some  50  years  ago,  the 
Jehovah's  Witnesses  protested  that 
they  could  not  pledge  allegiance  to  any 
object  except  God,  and  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  ruled  unconstitutional 
a  West  Virginia  statute  that  threatened 
to  punish  students,  the  Jehovah's 
Witnesses,  who  refused. 

At  that  time,  the  Jehovah's  Wit- 
nesses, citing  Exodus  20,  the  Ten 
Commandments,  proposed  a  compro- 
mise. They  could  pledge  full  alle- 
giance only  to  God,  since  the  Bible 
said  literally:  "You  shall  not  have  other 


gods  besides  me.  You  shall  not  carve 
idols  for  yourselves  .  .  .  you  shall  not 
bend  down  to  them 

But  they  would  pledge  "allegiance 
and  obedience  to  all  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  that  are  consistent  with 
God's  law,  as  set  forth  in  the  Bible." 

But  in  1954,  the  words  "under  God" 
were  inserted  into  the  pledge.  This 
insertion  seems  to  have  met  the  objec- 


tion raised  by  the  Jehovah's  Witnesses, 
if  not,  it  still  makes  a  very  good  point. 

As  our  second  President,  John 
Adams,  once  wrote,  what  civilization 
most  owes  to  the  Hebrews  is  the  con- 
viction that,  no  matter  how  rich  or 
powerful  a  nation  might  become,  it  is 
always  under  the  undeceivable  judg- 
ment of  the  Almighty.  The  words 
Please  turn  to  page  44 


THE  LEGION'S  STAND:  PROTECT  THE  FLAG! 


THE  Legion's  campaign  for  a 
constitutional  amendment  to 
protect  the  U.S.  Flag  began  after 
the  1989  Texas  v.  Johnson  Supreme 
Court  decision,  which  ruled  that 
flag  burning  is  a  form  of  political 
expression  protected  under  the  First 
Amendment.  Since  then,  several 
Legion  resolutions  have  re-affirmed 
the  goal  of  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment to  protect  the  flag,  including 
Res.  172  unanimously  passed  at  the 
73rd  National  Convention. 
The  American  people  continue 


to  support  the  Legion's  efforts.  In  a 
1991  Gallup  Poll,  77  percent  of  the 
1,000  surveyed  favored  a  constitu- 
tional amendment  that  would  outlaw 
burning  the  U.S.  Flag. 

At  press  time,  25  states  had 
passed  Legion-supported  memori- 
alizing resolutions  calling  for  a 
constitutional  amendment  to  pro- 
tect the  U.S.  Flag.  National  Com- 
mander Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
has  asked  Legionnaires  to  convince 
at  least  1 3  more  state  legislatures  to 
adopt  similar  resolutions.  □ 
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Commentary 


WU  Tk  West 
NeecIs  To  Know 


By  Brian  Crozier  

"NEW  world  order"?  I 
jj  prefer  to  call  it:  a  "world 
free-for-all." 

A  dangerous  chaos 
now  reigns.  A  powerful 
centrifugal  force  of 
nationalism  has  taken 
over,  with  civil  war  in 
Yugoslavia  and  armed 
unrest  in  the  ex- Soviet  Union.  In  last 
year's  May  issue  of  this  magazine,  I 
gave  my  reasons  why  the  United  States 
should  not  help  Mikhail  Gorbachev 
with  his  country's  problems.  I  believe 
the  dramatic  events  of  late  1991  have 
proved  me  right:  the  botched  hardline 
coup;  the  banning  of  the  Soviet 
Communist  Party;  the  rise  of  Boris 
Yeltsin;  the  departure  of  Gorbachev; 
and  the  creation  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Independent  States  (CIS). 

The  West  now  faces  a  paradox:  The 
Soviet  threat  is  no  more,  after  74  years 
of  militant  Leninism.  Yet,  the  West's 
intelligence  requirements  are  signifi- 
cantly more  complex  than  they  used  to 
be. 

Therefore,  a  top  priority  of  Western 
intelligence  services  is  to  obtain  reli- 
able information  about  the  new  organi- 
zations that  have  taken  over  from  the 
old  apparatus  of  mass  repression  and 
foreign  espionage — the  KGB  (Com- 
mittee of  State  Security). 

The  fact  that  some  of  the  republics 
in  the  new  CIS  have  indicated  that  they 
intend  to  run  their  own  secret  services 

In  his  latest  book,  The  Gorbachev 
Phenomenon:  "Peace"  and  the  Secret 
War,  Brian  Crozier  foresaw  the  hard- 
line coup  in  the  then-Soviet  Union,  the 
fall  of  Mikhail  Gorbachev  and  the  rise 
of  Boris  Yeltsin. 


If  the  United 

States  doesn't 
pay  close 
attention, 

the  New  World 
Order  will 

turn  to  chaos. 


complicates  still  further  the  task  of  the 
Central  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA)  and 
the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency 
(DIA). 

Against  this  necessary  background, 
I  suggest  a  short  priority  list  of  things 
the  West  needs  to  know. 

•  Nuclear  weapons  and  know- 
how:  This  subject  is  clearly  in  the 
forefront  of  Western  concerns. 
President  Yeltsin  has  undertaken  to 
cease  targeting  U.S.  cities  with 
Russia's  intercontinental  missiles.  At 
the  time  this  was  written,  however, 
U.S.  military  installations  were  still 
targeted.  As  if  to  underline  the  prob- 
lem, Vice  Admiral  A.  Kuzmin,  head  of 
Russia's  naval  combat  training,  told 
the  newspaper  Krasnaya  Zvezda  last 
January,  that  strategic  missile  troops 
are  still  in  a  state  of  constant  combat 
readiness. 

The  dismantling  of  CIS  strategic 
missiles  is  clearly  a  long-term  and 
costly  operation  in  which  Western 
financial  and  technological  assistance 
will  be  needed.  If  such  assistance  is 
offered,  it  should  at  least  facilitate  ver- 
ification—always a  major  obstacle  in 
arms  limitation  talks. 


On  a  shorter  fuse  is  the  fate  of  the 
short-range  nukes  scattered  throughout 
the  four  main  republics  of  Russia, 
Ukraine,  Byelarus  and  Kazakhstan.  In 
view  of  the  prevailing  dissatisfaction 
within  the  armed  forces,  the  possible 
use  of  such  weapons  by  rebellious  reg- 
ional commanders  cannot  be  ruled  out. 

Still  more  troublesome  is  the  possi- 
bility that  criminals  may  attempt  to 
export  them  to  buyers  in  the  Third 
World. 

Yet  another  new  danger  is  that  some 
of  the  newly  unemployed  nuclear  sci- 
entists, who  may  number  tens  of  thou- 
sands, might  seek  to  sell  their  know- 
how  to  such  buyers. 

•  Soviet  crime  syndicate:  The  exis- 
tence of  an  organized  crime  network  in 
the  Soviet  Union  has  been  known  for 
years.  Here  is  an  area  in  which  cooper- 
ation between  the  new  Russian  Agency 
of  Federal  Security,  the  CIA,  Britain's 
MI-6  and  other  Western  agencies 
might  prove  not  only  possible,  but  nec- 
essary. 

One  of  the  syndicate's  main  special- 
ties is  the  cornering  of  food  supplies 
for  resale  at  high  prices.  This  is  almost 
certainly  the  main  cause  of  the  cata- 
strophic food  shortages  in  Russian 
shops. 

•  The  last  bastions:  Yes,  commu- 
nism has  collapsed  as  an  ideological 
rallying  cry.  The  Soviet  Communist 
Party  (CPSU)  is  banned.  However, 
communist  regimes  still  survive,  most 
importantly  in  the  Chinese  People's 
Republic,  but  also  in  Vietnam,  North 
Korea  and  in  Fidel  Castro's  Cuba. 

There  is  also  the  mini-State  of  the 
Seychelles,  strategically  situated  in  the 
Indian  Ocean,  where  elections  are  due 
later  this  year.  The  ex-Portuguese 
colonies  of  Angola  and  Mozambique 
are  emerging  from  protracted  civil 
wars.  So  is  Afghanistan. 
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Can  we  be  sure  that 
the  communist  ruling 
parties  in  such  coun- 
tries will  not  come  out 
on  top  because  of  their 
hold  on  the  apparatus 
of  power? 

By  far  the  most  im- 
portant of  the  last  bas- 
tions is  China,  a  major 
nuclear  power.  The  West 
needs  to  know  if 
Beijing  plans  to  help 
Colonel  Qaddafi's  Libya  make  its  own 
bomb. 

*  Communism  in  disguise:  On 

paper,  communist  parties  (CPs)  are  no 
longer  in  power  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  satellites  in  Europe.  The  reality 
is  hard  to  pin-point.  All  the  former 
CPs  have  changed  their  names,  mostly 
to  variations  on  the  theme  of  "social 
democracy."  In  Romania,  however,  the 
ruling  National  Salvation  Front  is  led 
by  former  Moscow-line  communists. 

In  all  the  ex-satellites,  the  former 
communist  nomenclatures  are  still 
powerful,  notably  in  the  old  Moscow- 
controlled  secret  services,  which  are 
still  functioning  under  new  names. 

To  what  extent  are  these  services 
still  in  touch  with  the  successors  to  the 
KGB?  This,  again,  is  part  of  what  the 

CRIME  THREAT — Food  shortages  are 
caused  mainly  by  Soviet  crime  syndi- 
cates, which  threaten  stability. 


Soviet  Union 
does  not 
mean  that 
communism 
is  dead, 
yet. 

□ 


West  needs  to  know. 

•  Strategic  decep- 
tion theory:  Some  spe- 
cialists on  Leninist 
strategy  believe  that 
"the  collapse  of  com- 
munism" is  not  gen- 
uine, but  is  part  of  a 
strategy  to  appear  to 
change  course,  secure 
Western  aid  and  resume 
the  "forward  march  of 
history,"  just  as  the  fol- 
lowers of  Lenin  did  after  his  New 
Economic  Policy  (NEP)  had  fooled  the 
West  in  the  1920s. 

One  of  those  expressing  this  view  is 


DOWN,  NOT  OUT — Although  Russians 
toppled  the  statue  of  KGB  founder  Felix 
Dzherzhinsky,  anti-U.S.  espionage  activi- 
ties continue. 


Anatoliy  Golitsyn,  the  controversial 
KGB  defector  who  came  over  in  1961. 
Golitsyn's  views  were  accepted  by  the 
late  James  J.  Angleton,  then  head  of 
the  CIA's  counter-intelligence  depart- 
ment, with  paralyzing  consequences, 
until  he  was  dismissed  by  then- 
Director  of  Central  intelligence, 
William  E.  Colby 

Against  that,  Golitsyn,  in  his  1984 
book,  New  Lies  For  Old,  published  a 
Please  turn  to  page  46 


JUNE  1992 


25 


■  S  YOUR 

HMO 

HAZARDOUS  TO  YOUR  HEALTH? 


By  Kathy  Egan 


W 


HEN  48-year-old 
Harry  M.  resolved  to 
forsake  his  sedentary 
ways  in  favor  of  a 
new  fitness  regimen, 
he  heeded  the  advice 
of  a  TV  medical  spe- 
cialist and  first  visit- 
ed his  doctor  for  a 
full  medical  evaluation. 

The  doctor  praised  Harry  for  his 
new-found  ambition,  but  downplayed 
the  risks  involved,  telling  Harry  he 
was  in  good  health  and  therefore 
should  have  no  problems  as  long  as  he 
didn't  push  himself  too  hard  at  the 
start.  Harry  asked  about  taking  a  stress 
test,  but  the  doctor  waved  dismissively 
and  told  him  not  to  waste  his  time. 

A  week  later,  in  the  midst  of  jog- 
ging, Harry  M.  suffered  a  near-fatal 
heart  attack.  During  his  convales- 
cence, a  dislodged  blood  clot  cut  off 
circulation  to  a  part  of  his  brain,  caus- 
ing a  partial  loss  of  mobility  in 
Harry's  right  arm  and  leg. 

Harry  retained  a  lawyer  and  won  a 
sizable  settlement  on  the  conditions 
that  he  not  fully  identify  himself  and 
the  doctors  involved,  nor  the  amount 
he  won  for  his  troubles. 

What  makes  this  more  than  just  the 

Free-lance  writer  Kathy  Egan  often 
writes  on  the  business  side  of  medical 
issues. 


HMOs  promise  to 
be  the  way  of 
the  future,  but 
critics  question 
the  costs  and 
quality  of  their 
medical  care. 


story  of  one  man's  tragedy  is  this: 
Harry  M.'s  doctor  belonged  to  a  health 
maintenance  organization  (HMO),  an 
appealing  health-care  concept  that 
lately  has  been  at  the  center  of  a 
firestorm  of  controversy. 

Indeed,  listening  to  a  typical  debate 
about  HMOs,  you'd  almost  think  the 
two  sides  were  discussing  two  differ- 
ent entities. 

SUPPORTERS  applaud  HMOs  for 
protecting  the  health  and  pocket- 
books  of  subscribers  by  disdain- 
ing unproven,  unnecessary  procedures. 

Critics  charge  that  the  well-being  of 
patients  like  Harry  M.  too  often  is  sac- 
rificed to  the  HMO's  unwavering  com- 
mitment to  the  bottom  line. 

The  issue  is  of  vital  concern,  as 
roughly  half  of  all  insured  Americans 
nowadays  turn  to  HMOs  or  related 
managed-care  plans  for  their  medical 
needs.  At  end-year  1990,  there  were 
569  HMOs  nationwide  managing  the 


health  of  some  36.5  million  policy- 
holders— a  five-fold  increase  since 
1978,  and  the  makings  of  a  $40  billion 
industry. 

Indeed,  just  14  percent  of  us  still 
have  the  customary  Blue  Cross-type 
insurance  granting  us  unabridged  free- 
dom of  health-care  choice.  And  many 
millions  of  additional  Americans  have 
hybrid  plans  that  combine  certain 
managed-care  features  with  aspects  of 
conventional  health  coverage. 

The  largest  HMO,  California-based 
Kaiser  Foundation,  serves  almost  a 
fifth  of  all  HMO  subscribers  in  16 
states  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Though  HMOs  exist  in  several 
forms,  the  basic  concept  has  remained 
unchanged  since  the  days  of  George 
Washington,  who  prepaid  physicians  a 
single  lump  sum  in  exchange  for  their 
agreement  to  provide  health  care  for 
his  plantation  staff. 

Today's  subscribers  continue  to  pay 
a  fixed  fee  to  their  HMO,  which  han- 
dles their  medical  needs  as  they  arise, 
usually  without  deductible  or  addition- 
al charge.  Physicians  contract  with  the 
plan  for  a  salary,  or  a  set  fee  based  on 
patient  caseload;  collectively,  they 
must  also  pledge  to  make  every  effort 
to  keep  their  cumulative  costs  under  a 
predetermined  annual  amount. 

In  a  hospital  setting,  decisions  about 
treating  a  given  patient  are  made  by  a 
tribunal  whose  function  is  to  weigh  the 
cost  of  treatment  against  its  probable 
effectiveness.  This  is  the  heart  of  man- 
aged, or  risk-adjusted,  health  care. 
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Of  late,  HMOs  have  enjoyed  much 
favorable  press  for  helping  consumers 
cope  with  out-of-pocket  costs,  which 
soared  by  a  distressing  248  percent 
during  one  recent  15-year  period. 

Surveys  show  that  in  markets  with 
high  HMO  activity,  the  rate  of  health- 
cost  inflation  is  about  10  percent 
lower  than  in  markets  not  served  by 
HMOs.  HMOs  claim  to  keep  people 
healthier  as  well. 


For  example,  a  typical  group  of 
1,000  HMO  enrollees  age  65  and  older 
will  require  an  aggregate  of  only  1 ,543 
days  of  annual  hospitalization,  as 
against  a  national  average  of  almost 
3,000  days. 

However,  HMO  critics  argue  the 
seemingly  positive  statistics  fail  to  tell 
the  whole  story. 

For  starters,  they  contend  that 
because  the  plans  and  their  physicians 


OPEN 
WALLET 
SURGERY 

Despite  HMOs' 
commitment  to  cost 
containment,  the 
average  premium 
for  HMO  coverage 
quadrupled  over  the 
last  decade,  from  $8 1 
to  $326  per  month. 
•••••••••••• 

recoup  only  a  fixed  fee  for 
their  services,  HMOs  are 
loath  to  foot  the  bill  for 
high-tech  diagnostics. 

A  California  bank  offi- 
cer complains  that  her 
HMO  refuses  to  authorize 
a  sonogram,  despite  her 
persistent  abdominal  dis- 
comfort. A  New  Jersey 
headache  sufferer  cannot 
get  approval  for  a  CT  scan. 
Asymptomatic  patients  are 
sometimes  discouraged 
from  having  routine  chest 
X-rays,  EKGs  or  Pap 
smears,  or  are  told  to  have 
the  tests  but  at  wider  inter- 
vals than  traditionally  rec- 
ommended. 

Such  screening  proce- 
dures are  often  character- 
ized by  HMO  physicians 
as  "unproven"  or  "not 
cost-effective." 

"But  if  you  find  one 
case  [of  cancer],  it's  price- 
less for  that  individual," 
says  Dan  Nixon,  vice  pres- 
ident for  Professional 
Education  at  the  American 
Cancer  Society.  "You  don't 
talk  about  'value'  when 
you're  discussing  human 
lives."  (The  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  recently 
credited  the  Pap  smear  for 
a  50  percent  drop  in  cervi- 
cal cancer  mortality  rates  since  1965.) 

"It's  frightening  to  think  your  course 
of  treatment  will  be  based  on  how 
much  money  your  doctor  is  going  to 
have  left  over  for  himself  at  year-end," 
San  Diego  malpractice  attorney 
Merrill  Nissenberg  adds,  in  a  wry  allu- 
sion to  Kaiser's  (an  HMO)  policy  of 
paying  bonuses  to  doctors  who  meet 
their  annual  budget  targets. 

Please  turn  to  page  50 
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FRONT  LINES— From  left,  Wash.  Off.  Exec.  Dir.  John  Sommer,  Nat'l  Cmdr.  INSTILLING  RESPECT- Residents  of  the  Ne\ 
DiFrancesco  and  Mass.  NECman  Mulkern  meet  shelter  founder  Ken  Smith.  flag  during  one  of  the  shelter's  Monday  night  to\\ 




THE  ARMY  OF  THE 


Even  after  their  wars  ended,  250,000  veterans 

continue  to  fight  on  another  front.  Here's 
a  report  from  the  trenches  of  the  homeless. 


YEAR  ago,  James 
McMahon  was  either 
sleeping  in  shelters  or 
cold  water  flats.  He  ate  in 
soup  kitchens  or  went 
hungry.  And  just  as  it  had 
been  20  years  earlier  in 
the  jungles  of  Vietnam, 
each  day  was  spent  amid 
fear,  danger  and  uncertainty. 

Today,  McMahon  owns  a  $60,000 
home  in  North  Adams,  Mass.,  and  a 
1991  pickup  truck.  He  is  also  convert- 
ing his  garage  into  a  workshop  where 


he  plans  to  build  toys  for  underprivi- 
leged children. 

McMahon,  a  Vietnam  combat  veter- 
an, is  just  one  of  many  homeless  veter- 
ans who  got  a  second  chance  in  life, 
thanks  to  the  New  England  Shelter  for 
Homeless  Veterans  in  Boston. 

"They  gave  me  back  my  self- 
esteem.  They  saved  my  life," 
McMahon  says. 

America's  homeless  population  is 
growing  at  an  alarming  rate.  There  are 
no  clear-cut  figures,  but  estimates 
place  the  number  of  homeless  veterans 


at  250,000,  perhaps  a  third  of  all 
homeless. 

It  is  a  situation  that  was  serious 
enough  to  cause  American  Legion 
National  Commander  Dominic  D. 
DiFrancesco  to  talk  to  President  Bush 
about  the  problem. 

After  touring  the  Boston  shelter, 
DiFrancesco  said,  "They  are  aban- 
doned. They  are  poor.  And  yet  many 
of  them  still  cling  to  their  patriotism  as 
if  it  were  their  last  possession." 

There  are  no  simple  answers  to  the 
problem  and  few  programs  available 
seem  to  offer  much  hope  for  substan- 
tive change.  But  the  Boston  shelter  has 
drawn  national  attention  because  it 
works. 

Ken  Smith,  founder  and  executive 
director  of  the  shelter,  is  a  lean  man, 
polished  and  poised  one  minute, 
coarse  and  combative  the  next. 

An  Army  combat  medic  in  Vietnam, 
Smith  runs  the  gamut  from  soft-spo- 
ken compassion  for  the  plight  of  his 
brother  veterans  to  fiery  anger  at  the 
injustice  and  inefficiency  he  and  his  j 
residents  have  met  at  the  hands  of  VA 
and  the  bureaucracy. 

"Most  shelters  just  give  you  a  cot 
and  a  bologna  sandwich.  Here,  we 
offer  a  future,"  Smith  says. 

The  shelter,  housed  in  an  abandoned 
VA  outpatient  clinic,  has  been  operat- 
ing only  since  January  1990.  And  vet- 
erans of  all  ages  show  up  on  its 
doorstep — veterans  of  World  War  II, 
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land  Shelter  for  Homeless  Veterans  salute  the 
etings. 


WHAT  V. A.?  -Jerry,  a  shelter  resident,  says  VA  treats  homeless  veterans  like  garbage. 
"You  want  an  appointment?  Figure  two,  three  months." 


Korea,  Vietnam,  Grenada,  Panama 
and,  yes,  even  Desert  Storm. 

According  to  statistics  compiled  by 
The  American  Legion,  10  percent  of 
America's  homeless  veterans  served  in 
WWII,  13.4  percent  served  in  the 
Korean  War,  51.7  percent  served  in 
Vietnam  and  the  remaining  25.2  per- 
cent fall  into  other  eras,  including 
peacetime. 

"The  sheer  numbers  are  staggering" 
Smith  says.  "These  guys  are  invisible. 
They  are  a  forgotten  army  of  walking 
wounded,  and  they  just  keep  pouring 
in." 

The  shelter,  specifically  geared  to 
veterans,  is  run  like  a  hard-nosed  mili- 
tary unit.  In  fact,  most  of  the  staff  are 
homeless  or  former  homeless  veterans. 

"Overall,  the  fact  that  we  have  strict 
rules  and  regulations  is  the  reason  why 
we  have  been  so  successful,"  Smith 
explains. 

There  ate  curfews,  lights  out,  lights 
on,  KP  duties  and  more.  Every 
Monday  night,  the  shelter  has  a  town 
meeting  that  all  residents  must  attend. 

John  Thomas,  a  homeless  veteran 
who  runs  the  linen  supply,  says,  "Some 
of  these  guys  are  like  children.  You 
have  to  put  discipline  back  in  their 
lives.  You  do  hear  some  griping,  but 
you  don't  see  any  of  them  giving  up 
their  beds." 

Many  homeless  veterans  say  that  the 
shelter  reminds  them  of  a  military 
base. 


As  you  enter,  you  pass  through  a 
metal  detector  and  the  security  team 
searches  you  for  weapons,  alcohol  and 
drugs  before  you  are  allowed  to  enter 
the  shelter  proper.  The  first  floor  is  the 
barracks,  with  rows  of  neatly  made 
bunks  and  a  day  room  and  canteen 
where  coffee  and  juice  are  always 
available. 

A  small  group  of  offices  house  the 
shelter's  counseling  staff  and  what  is 
referred  to  as  SAC  headquarters — 
Substance  Abuse  Control — where  vet- 
erans receive  counseling  for  drinking 
or  drug-related  problems. 

From  the  office  area  comes  a  con- 
stant buzz  of  conversation  as  benefit 
counselors  sit  behind  battered  desks, 
and  talk  with  veterans  about  Social 
Security,  veterans  benefits  and  goals. 

The  second  floor  is  the  training 
facility  where  the  quiet  clack  of  key- 
boards is  almost  the  only  sound. 
Volunteer  instructors  help  veterans 
learn  computer  skills,  such  as  word 
processing  and  data  entry.  The  com- 
puters are  outdated,  and,  like  nearly 
everything  in  the  shelter,  they  are 
donated. 

There  is  also  a  small  library  and 
study  area,  and  an  in-house  employ- 
ment and  housing  office. 

The  third  floor  is  the  staff's  quar- 


LAUNDRY  DUTY — Shelter  residents 
have  duties  every  day.  John  Thomas 
runs  the  shelter's  laundry. 


ters,  which  is  comfortable  and  fur- 
nished modestly  with  "captured" 
tables  and  chairs.  The  word  "luxury" 
does  not  come  to  mind  when  you  visit. 

The  next  five  floors  are  in  various 
states  of  construction.  At  press  time, 
Navy  seamen  from  the  cruiser  USS 
Leyte  Gulf  were  volunteering  their 
time  to  work  side  by  side  with  resi- 
dents converting  one  of  the  floors  into 
intermediate  housing. 
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New  residents  are  admitted  into  the 
shelter  much  the  same  way  as  new 
recruits  are  processed  into  basic  train- 
ing. It  begins  with  grooming.  "If  you 
look  homeless,  you  feel  homeless," 
Smith  says. 

New  residents  receive  free  haircuts, 
then  visit  the  supply  room  where  free 
clothing — most  of  it  donated  by  local 
Legion  Posts — is  passed  out. 

Health  care  is  the  next  stop.  The 
shelter  has  an  in-house  paramedic  and 
a  sickbay  where  volunteer  doctors 
from  Harvard  Medical  Center  and 
other  medical  facilities  provide  free 
medical  care  once  a  week.  A  doctor 
and  students  from  a  nearby  college 
come  in  weekly  to  provide  eye  care. 

After  admission,  residents  begin  the 
more  complicated  process  of  re-enter- 
ing society.  They  are  required  either  to 
go  to  school  or  find  a  job  within  21 
days  of  entering  the  shelter. 

"You  have  to  understand  how  hard  it 
is  to  get  work  once  you're  on  the 
street,"  says  a  counselor  at  the  shelter. 
"Even  the  smallest  things  you  once 
took  for  granted  are  no  longer  avail- 
able. For  instance,  how  can  you  shower 
or  do  your  laundry?  How  can  an 
employer  get  in  touch  with  you  if  you 
don't  have  a  phone  or  even  an  address? 
Public  restrooms  are  almost  nonexis- 
tent. 

"Then  there  is  the  stigma  of  giving  a 
shelter  address  to  a  prospective 
employer.  If  we  have  to,  we  tell  the  res- 
idents to  use  the  shelter's  corporate 
name — the  Vietnam  Veterans  Work- 
shop— as  a  place  where  they  can  be 
reached,"  the  counselor  said. 

To  date,  some  1 ,600  homeless  veter- 
ans have  found  either  a  job,  a  home,  or 
both  through  the  shelter,  and  have 
become  productive,  tax-paying  citi- 
zens. 

But  the  successes  do  not  come  easy. 
There's  a  built-in  bias  when  it  comes 
to  homeless  people.  The  public  gener- 
ally feels  they  are  both  uneducated 
and  unemployable. 

"People  make  a  big  mistake  when 
they  assume  these  men  are  stupid," 
says  George  Mendoza,  a  shelter  coun- 
selor. "Quite  a  few  are  college  gradu- 
ates and  most  have  at  least  high  school 
educations." 

In  fact,  the  duties  the  residents  per- 
form inside  the  shelter  often  translate 


into  marketable  job  skills. 

For  example,  says  veterans'  coun- 
selor Warren  Quinlan,  "We  enlist  the 
best  of  the  street  smart  and  make  them 
security  guards.  These  guys  make  such 
good  guards  that  they  are  often  hired 
away  from  us  by  outside  security 
firms." 

"But  that's  the  whole  idea — to  get 
these  guys  out  of  here  and  back  on 
their  own  two  feet,"  Smith  says. 

When  a  shelter  resident  gets  a  job, 


he  must  deposit  half  of  each  paycheck 
into  a  bank  account.  The  "magic  num- 
ber" is  $1,500.  That's  the  minimum 
amount  a  resident  needs  to  get  his  own 
place. 

"That's  when  I  enter  the  picture," 
says  Bob  Hayes,  a  former  82nd  Air- 
borne veteran.  "I'm  the  housing  offi- 
cer. I  work  to  find  housing  for  these 
guys." 

Finding  housing,  like  a  job,  is 
extremely  difficult  because  nobody 
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LAW  AND  ORDER — In  town  meetings, 
top,  residents  govern  themselves  with 
Smith's  direction.  Left,  National 
Commander  DiFrancesco  pins  captain's 
bars  on  Grady  Jones,  a  member  of  the 
residents'  security  team. 


wants  homeless  veterans  around. 
Hayes  works  with  people  like 
American  Legion  Past  National 
Commander  Jake  Comer,  who  runs  the 
Quincy  Housing  Authority,  to  locate 
suitable  housing. 

Comer  says  The  American  Legion 
Department  of  Massachusetts  is  plan- 
ning to  make  the  shelter  a  priority  pro- 
ject of  the  Department  next  year. 
"That's  because  Smith's  shelter 
works,"  says  Comer. 

Why  does  it  work? 

In  part,  it's  Smith's  ability  to  com- 
municate the  plight  of  homeless  veter- 
ans through  the  media.  He  has  helped 
the  shelter  become  the  focus  of  major 
national  media  coverage.  The  result  is 
VA  responds  quickly  to  Smith's  com- 
plaints. 

"VA  appears  to  be  using  Smith's 
shelter  as  a  sort  of  damage  control 
model,"  DiFrancesco  says.  "When  VA 
drops  the  ball  and  doesn't  respond  to  a 
veteran's  needs,  Smith  is  quick  to  blow 
the  whistle." 

"When  we  weren't  getting  coopera- 
tion from  one  of  the  VA  facilities  here, 


BROWBEATING 
VA  was  the  only 
way  shelter 
residents  were 
able  to  receive 
medicol  treatment. 
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I  declared  war  on  them,"  Smith  says. 
"I  told  them  if  we  had  to  take  our  peo- 
ple out  there  and  lay  them  down  across 
the  highway  and  block  traffic,  then 
that's  what  we'd  do. 

"I  have  200  men  here,  and  there  are 
70  more  on  a  list  waiting  for  a  bed. 
But  there  are  1 ,700  more  of  our  broth- 
ers on  Boston  streets.  People  have 
somehow  got  to  understand  that  this 
nation  is  still  at  war.  We're  soaking  up 
casualties  and  no  one  cares." 

In  the  past,  Smith's  staff  often  ran 
into  difficulties  getting  VA  treatment 
for  veterans  suffering  from  problems 
such  as  Post  Traumatic  Stress  Disorder 
(PTSD).  But  then  he  decided  to  invite 
a  local  VA  administrator  to  see  the 
results  of  VA  neglect. 

While  the  two  were  discussing  VA's 
lack  of  cooperation,  a  homeless  veter- 
an suffering  from  PTSD  came  into  the 
shelter.  The  veteran  was  belligerent 
and,  in  spite  of  efforts  to  calm  him, 
became  more  and  more  upset  until, 
finally,  he  urinated  on  the  floor. 

The  administrator  told  Smith  to  call 
his  office  and  get  the  veteran  admitted 
immediately. 

But  the  facility  told  Smith  there 
were  no  beds  available  and  that  the 
veteran  could  not  be  admitted.  The 
administrator  grabbed  Smith's  phone, 
identified  himself  and  left  standing 
orders  that  when  Smith's  people  called 
about  a  veteran  with  psychological  dis- 
orders, space  would  be  found  to  admit 
that  veteran. 

But  other  shelters  in  other  states 
haven't  found  the  same  level  of  cooper- 
ation. 

"It  takes  about  eight  months  to  get  a 
veteran  admitted  into  a  rehab  or  treat- 
ment program  here,"  says  Robert 
Sarlo,  a  Vietnam  veteran  who  operates 
a  homeless  program  called  Point  Man 
International  in  Ogden,  Utah.  "Eight 
months  is  a  lifetime  to  a  guy  living  on 
the  street." 


And  it  isn't  easy  to  find  a  place  for 
these  people  to  live.  Sarlo  and  other 
shelter  operators  all  cite  problems  with 
neighborhood  bias.  "No  one  wants  a 
shelter  in  their  back  yard,"  Sarlo  says. 

If  anything  is  more  tragic  than 
homeless  veterans,  it  is  entire  veterans' 
families  who  are  homeless,  says  Smith. 

"What  do  you  tell  a  veteran  who 
shows  up  in  a  rusted  station  wagon 
with  a  teaspoon  of  gas  left  in  the  tank, 
with  his  wife  and  kids  sitting  there 
hungry  and  cold?"  he  asks.  "The  shel- 
ter has  no  facilities  for  women  and 
children.  All  we  can  do  is  to  separate 
the  veteran  from  the  family." 

Smith  says  this  reduces  the  stress 
felt  by  the  veteran.  The  women  and 
children  are  sent  to  other  shelters 
where  they  are  safe,  warm  and  fed. 
Smith  says  once  a  man's  family  is 
taken  care  of,  he  can  concentrate  on 
his  own  problems. 

But  homeless  veterans  with  families 
are  not  unique  to  Boston.  The  problem 
of  family  homelessness  is  nationwide. 

According  to  Franklin  J.  James, 
Professor  of  Public  Policy  at  the 
University  of  Colorado  at  Denver,  one 
in  four  homeless  veterans  in  Denver 
has  his  family  on  the  street  with  him. 
"But  there  are  countless  people  living 
on  the  thin  line  between  just  squeak- 
ing by  and  living  on  the  street.  One 
missed  check,  one  debilitating  injury, 
and  they  will  cross  the  line,"  he  says. 

Once  that  line  is  crossed,  other 
problems  can  occur.  One  of  the  worst 
is  substance  abuse. 

Bill  Doherty,  a  paramedic  at  the 
Boston  shelter,  says,  "We  have  sick  call 
four  times  a  day.  Guys  on  medication 
get  it  here.  There  is  no  drug  trade  in 
this  shelter." 

But,  the  drug  trade  flourishes  on  the 
street.  Smith  says  that  part  of  the  prob- 
lem is  VA  because  it  is  lax  about  dis- 
pensing medication. 

Residents  in  the  shelter  talk  about 
how  easy  it  is  to  get  drugs  from  a  VA 
medical  facility.  They  know  exactly 
what  to  say,  which  doctor  to  ask  for, 
and  what  ailments  to  complain  of. 

"They  go  in  complaining  of  a 
toothache.  The  VA  clinic  doesn't  want 
to  deal  with  a  homeless  vet,  so  they 
just  give  him  a  handful  of  painkillers, 
and  send  him  on  his  way,"  Smith  says. 

He  says  that  veterans  regularly  make 
the  rounds  of  the  four  VA  hospitals, 
one  clinic  and  three  satellite  clinics  in 
the  Boston  area.  "Nobody  controls  or 
tracks  these  medications.  All  they  are 
Please  turn  to  page  47 
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In  MY  OPINION 


SPORTS 

HYPERBOLE 


By  Steve  Salerno 


■Mr"""!^  T  a  critical  point  in  the 
Hjf  Wm  second  halt'  of  last  year's 
H  1  H  playoff  game  between  the 
I   I   I  Chicago  Bears  and  New 

■  |    ■  Orleans  Saints,  the  Bears 

■  fumbled  the  ball  away 

■  ■  ■  deep  in  their  own  territo- 
III  ry. 

HhHHH  For  the  next  several 
moments,  while  the  fumble  was 
replayed  from  147  different  angles,  the 
TV  commentator  rambled  on  about 
how  this  "shift  in  momentum"  was 
bound  to  be  a  crushing  blow  for 
Chicago — the  kind  that  often  leaves  a 
team  feeling  "spent"  and  "demoral- 
ized." 

Well,  somebody  forgot  to  tell  the 
Bear  defenders  how  demoralized  they 
were,  because  they  spent  the  ensuing 
series  of  downs  laying  waste  to  the 
Saints'  offense. 

Recognizing  his  cue,  the  announcer 
reopened  his  box  of  opportunistic 
cliches.  Suddenly,  he  was  reporting 
that  the  fumble  had  somehow  "ener- 
gized" the  Bears,  forcing  them  to 
reach  deep  inside  themselves  for  a 
"gut  check."  I  think  he  continued  on 
this  vein,  but  I'm  not  entirely  sure 
because  about  this  time  I  was  kicking 
in  my  TV  screen. 

To  hear  commentators  tell  it,  there 
are  no  more  random  events  in  pro 

Steve  Salerno  is  a  California-based 
free-lancer  who  writes  frequently  for 
this  magazine. 
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sports.  Nothing  just  happens  anymore. 
Nor  is  victory  or  defeat  any  longer  a 
relatively  straightforward  matter  that 
one  side  was  better  than  the  other.  We 
are  led  to  believe  that  behind  every 
twist  and  turn  of  the  game,  there  lurks 
some  sort  of  emotional  predisposition. 

A HURLER  who  walks  somebody 
on  four  pitches,  or  gives  up  a 
home  run  on  an  0-2  count,  has 
"lost  his  concentration."  A  defensive 
back  who  gets  beaten  for  a  touchdown 
is  said  to  have  been  "caught  napping." 

Where  teams  are  concerned,  if  a 
good  one  loses  to  a  bad  one,  it's  not 
just  because  the  good  team  had  a  bad 
day  or  the  bad  team  had  a  good  day. 
It's  because  the  favored  team  was 
"looking  ahead  to  next  week"  or  was 
"guilty  of  overconfidence." 

Or  maybe  they  were  "tight  as  a 
drum"  while  their  opponents  were 


"loose  as  a  goose."  These  last  two 
platitudes  are  most  often  heard  toward 
the  end  of  a  season,  when  a  contend- 
ing team  is  attempting  not  to  "choke" 
as  it  prepares  for  its  "moment  of 
truth." 

Even  if  the  lesser  team  loses,  it's  not 
merely  a  result  of  their  being  the  lesser 
team.  No.  They  were  "intimidated"  or 
"playing  without  fire,"  such  fire  usual- 
ly being  found  "in  the  belly,"  of 
course. 

I  also  notice  that  Oakland's  bally- 
hooed  determination  to  "stay  focused" 
did  not  enable  Tony  LaRussa's  ball 
club  to  overcome  Rickey  Henderson's 
off  year  or  Dave  Stewart's  swollen 
earned-run-average. 

Nor  did  the  Atlanta  Braves'  chant- 
ing, tomahawking  fans— whom  the 
media  were  calling  the  team's  inspira- 
tional "tenth  man" — prevent  the 
Braves  from  dropping  two  of  three 
home  games  to  Pittsburgh  in  the 
National  League  playoffs.  But  here 
too,  the  quick  thinking  sports  mavens 
were  ready  with  an  explanation:  The 
Braves,  an  uncommonly  young  team, 
"couldn't  stand  the  pressure." 

Morale  is  another  favored  topic  of 
the  sporting  savants. 

A  spring  ago,  when  the  Pirates'  con- 
tract problems  erupted  in  the  national- 
ly televised  face-off  between  manager 
Jim  Leyland  and  superstar  Bobby 
Bonds,  commentators  were  falling  all 
over  themselves  to  predict  the  club's 
"demise."  Everybody  knows  you  can't 
win  a  pennant  when  your  team  is  beset 
by  "dissension." 

Well,  all  the  Bucs  did  was  go  out 
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and  post  the  best  record  in  baseball  in 
1991. 

Which  is  why  I  say:  Give  me  eight 
sociopathic  .300  hitters — none  of 
whom  is  willing  to  bunt,  hit  behind 
the  runner,  or  play  juvenile  clubhouse 
pranks  on  unsuspecting  teammates  in 
the  name  of  camaraderie — and  I'll 
bring  home  a  pennant  nine  out  of 
every  10  seasons. 

Give  me,  for  example,  the  Oakland 
A's  of  the  early  '70s,  who  got  along 
with  each  other  and  with  the  public 
about  as  well  as  Joseph  Stalin  got 


along  with  some  of  his  contempo- 
raries. 

Or  give  me  the  Yankees  of  the 
Martin/Steinbrenner/Jackson  era.  As  I 
recall,  they  managed  to  win  a  game 
here  and  there  in  between  doing  their 
own  Holyfield-Tyson  impressions  in 
dugouts,  planes  and  on  the  streets  of 
New  York. 

I  can  understand  why  media  people 
indulge  in  this  sort  of  fluff.  It's  an 
attempt  to  make  the  game  larger  and 
richer  than  it  really  is.  We  want  our 
sports  heroes  to  be  more  than  skilled 


athletes;  we  crave  mythic  figures  who 
embody  a  certain  against-all-odds 
machismo. 

There  are  also  some  very  good  com- 
mercial reasons  for  the  phenomenon. 
After  all,  broadcasters  need  material 
with  which  to  fill  those  half-hours  of 
pregame  advertising  time  sold  for  all 
major  sporting  events  these  days.  And 
I  wouldn't  even  object  to  any  of  it,  if  it 
were  just  a  lot  of  harmless  banter. 

Problem  is,  it's  not  harmless. 

Ascribing  psychological  or  even 
Please  turn  to  page  48 
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Veterans  update 


GULF  WAR  TRIGGERS  PTSR  INCREASES 


ES 


HE  Department  of  Veter- 
ans Affairs  (VA)  has 
reported  a  marked  increase 
in  Post  Traumatic  Stress 
Disorder  (PTSD)  cases  in 
1991. 

The  major  reasons  for  the  increase 
were  Vietnam  veterans  who  sought 
counseling  for  the  first  time  at  Veterans 
Outreach  Centers  (VetCenters)  and 
Gulf  War  veterans  who  began  showing 
up  at  the  centers. 

VetCenters  reported  23,259  more 
first-time  visits  for  readjustment  coun- 
seling in  1991  than  in  1990,  a  28  per- 


cent increase.  Of  that  number,  an  esti- 
mated 7,828  were  Vietnam  veterans. 

Dr.  Arthur  Blank,  director  of  VA's 
Readjustment  Counseling  Service, 
says,  "Television  coverage  of  the  Gulf 
War  has  caused  many  veterans  to 
experience  renewed  memories  and  feel- 
ings from  their  service  in  Vietnam." 

There  were  9,090  Desert  Storm  vet- 
erans seeking  counseling  between  May 
and  September  1991.  Of  that  number, 
204  were  confirmed  as  suffering  from 
PTSD,  while  an  additional  579  dis- 
played symptoms  indicating  they  could 
be  suffering  from  the  disorder. 


Quoting  statistics  from  the  National 
Vietnam  Veterans  Readjustment  Study, 
VA  says  there  are  an  estimated  480,000 
Vietnam  veterans  suffering  with  PTSD, 
most  of  them  untreated. 

The  study  blamed  the  large  number 
of  untreated  PTSD  cases  on  the  long 
delay  before  VA  recognized  the  prob- 
lem and  began  to  provide  treatment. 
The  American  Legion  was  a  major 
influence  in  getting  VA  to  treat  PTSD. 

PTSD  in  other  wars  was  known  as 
combat  fatigue,  shell  shock  or  battle 
fatigue.  VA  rates  it  as  a  service-con- 
nected disability. 


No  Limit 

Members  of  the  National  Guard  on 
active  duty  can  get  their  jobs  back  when 
they  return  to  civilian  status,  no  matter 
how  long  they  spent  on  active  duty,  the 
Supreme  Court  has  ruled.  King  v.  St. 
Vincent's  Hospital  involved  a  hospital 
employee  who  accepted  a  three-year 
active  duty  appointment  with  the 
National  Guard.  The  hospital  refused 
his  request  for  a  leave  of  absence  on  the 
grounds  that  it  was  too  long. 

The  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  favor  of 
the  Guardsman,  citing  Section  2024  (d) 
of  Title  38  of  the  U.S.  Code,  which 
states  that  time  is  not  a  consideration  in 
limiting  a  veteran's  right  to  return  to  his 
or  her  job  after  being  called  to  active 
duty. 

BVA  Changes 

Personal  hearings  before  the  Board 
of  Veterans  Appeals  (BVA)  will  now  be 
conducted  by  one  Board  member  rather 
than  all  three,  in  hopes  of  eliminating 
its  backlog  of  requests  for  personal 
hearings.  A  single  member  would  hear 
the  veteran's  case,  then  present  it  to  two 
other  members  of  the  BVA  for  their 
decision. 

While  appeals  may  move  through  the 
system  faster,  Henry  Hammond, 
Department  Service  Officer  of 
Alabama,  echoed  the  fears  of  some  of 
his  fellow  Service  Officers  when  he 
said,  "There  is  a  danger  of  'rubber 


stamping'  by  the  other  two  BVA  offi- 
cers who  would  be  tempted  to  go  along 
with  the  decision  because  they  did  not 
personally  hear  the  case." 

Mustard  Gas 

Navy  veterans  who  were  given  mus- 
tard gas  tests  during  World  War  II  may 
be  asked  to  participate  in  a  study  by  the 
National  Academy  of  Science  (NAS). 
The  VA  now  admits  that  there  may  be 
lingering  health  problems  associated 
with  mustard  gas  tests  conducted  dur- 
ing the  war  at  the  Anacostia  Naval 
Research  Center  in  Washington,  DC. 

The  Connecticut  Department  of  Vet- 
erans Affairs  is  acting  as  an  information 
clearinghouse  for  the  mustard  gas  tests. 
For  more  information,  write:  Moses 
Parparian,  VSO;  Office  of  Advocacy 
and  Assistance,  Bldg.  7;  State  of  Con- 
necticut, Dept.  of  Veterans  Affairs;  287 
West  St.;  Rocky  Hill,  CT 06067. 

Hearing-Loss  Cases 

Veterans  with  service-connected 
hearing-loss  ratings  that  VA  has 
reduced  may  consider  resubmitting 
their  claims  because  of  recent  decisions 
by  the  Court  of  Veterans  Appeals 
(CVA). 

In  Fugere  v.  Derwinski,  the  CVA  held 
that  VA  could  not  replace  current  rating 
criteria  by  adopting  tougher  hearing- 
loss  guidelines  without  giving  the  pub- 
lic notice  and  an  opportunity  for  com- 


ment. VA  appealed  this  decision. 

In  a  later,  similar  case,  Tobler  v.  Der- 
winski, the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals 
refused  to  apply  the  Fugere  decision 
and  approved  VA's  rating  reduction 
instead. 

The  refusal  was  based  on  VA  General 
Counsel's  advice  to  continue  deciding 
hearing-loss  cases  according  to  the  new 
rules  while  the  Fugere  case  was  being 
appealed  by  VA. 

In  overruling  VA,  the  CVA  said, 
"Congress  did  not  give  the  Department 
of  Veterans  Affairs  the  power  or  author- 
ity to  disagree,  respectfully  or  other- 
wise, with  the  decisions  of  this  court." 

Since  the  Tobler  case,  VA  has  decided 
not  to  reduce  ratings  in  hearing-loss 
cases  until  its  appeals  are  resolved. 

Drug  Fees 

Veterans  who  were  hoping  for  an  end 
to  the  $2  copayment  fee  for  VA  prescrip- 
tion drugs  may  be  disappointed.  The 
law  allowing  the  $2  copayment  for  pre- 
scription medication  at  VA  facilities 
will  expire  Sept.  30.  But,  the  adminis- 
tration is  expected  to  push  for  renewal 
or  extension  of  the  law. 

Meanwhile,  Reps.  Jim  Jontz  of 
Indiana  and  Peter  DeFazio  of  Oregon 
have  introduced  bills  to  eliminate  the 
copayment.  The  copayments  generate 
about  $90  million  a  year,  which  is  depos- 
ited in  the  U.S.  government's  general 
fund  and  does  not  go  to  VA  directly.  □ 
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Legion  news 


DiFrancesco  Criticizes  'Bribe' 
To  Vietnam  In  LetterTo  Bush 


HE  American 
Legion  "finds  it 
hard  to  believe 
that  the  admin- 
istration has 
deemed  it  necessary  to  bribe 
the  Vietnamese"  for  POW/ 
MIA  information,  National 
Commander  Dominic  D. 
DiFrancesco  wrote  Presi- 
dent George  Bush  in  a  March 
27  letter. 

DiFrancesco  was  respond- 
ing to  the  U.S.  government's 
pledge  to  give  $3  million  a 
year  in  humanitarian  aid  to 
Vietnam  for  more  coopera- 
tion on  the  POW/MIA  issue. 


Heart 

EP.  Maxine 
Waters  of  Cali- 
fornia now  has 
the  hat  to  go 
with  the  heart 
she  has  for  veterans. 

Responding  to  National 
Commander  Dominic  D. 
DiFrancesco' s  testimony  to 
the  Joint  Veterans  Affairs 
Committee  on  Sept.  24, 
1991,  Waters  said:  "I  have 
the  heart,  but  not  the  hat  to 
be  a  Legionnaire." 

Last  spring,  DiFrancesco 
presented  Waters  a  plaque 
that  includes  a  Legion  cap, 
heart  and  an  inscription 
which  reads  in  part:  "I 
proudly  present  you  the  hat 
to  go  with  your  lovely  heart. 
Thank  you  for  your  sup- 
port." 

Elected  in  1090,  Rep. 


However,  last  February, 
retired  Army  Gen.  John  W. 
Vessey  Jr. ,  the  Presidential 
Emissary  to  Hanoi  for  POW/ 
MIA  Affairs,  told  Legion 
POW/MIA  researchers  that 
Vietnam's  cooperation  on 
the  POW/MIA  issue  was 
slowing. 

In  his  letter  to  Bush, 
DiFrancesco  said  that  giving 
financial  aid  to  Vietnam 
while  the  Vietnamese  stall 
the  search  for  America's 
POW/MIAs,  "sends  a  signal 
to  Hanoi  that  despite  its 
failure  to  hold  up  Vietnam's 
end  of  the  'road  map,'  the 


HEARTY  —  DiFrancesco 
presents  Rep.  Waters  the 
plaque  in  her  office. 


Waters  said  she  received  on- 
the-job  education  about  the 
plight  of  America's  veterans 


U.S.  government  is  moving 
toward  normalization." 

In  fact,  The  Washington 
Post  said  the  United  States  has 
agreed  to  "restore  direct  tele- 
communications links  with 
Vietnam  for  the  first  time 
since  1975.  The  Post  de- 
scribed this  action  as  "a  new 
step  toward  normalization." 

The  State  Department's 
road  map  calls  for  Vietnam 
to  cooperate  on  the  POW/ 
MIA  issue.  In  return,  the 
United  States  would  re- 
establish diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  Hanoi  and  lift  its 
economic  embargo. 


as  a  member  of  the  House 
Veterans  Affairs  Committee. 

"I  believe  instead  of  sit- 
ting and  talking,  we  should 
be  getting  the  appropriations 
committee  to  pay  for  the 
needs  of  veterans,"  Waters 
said. 

"VA  medical  care  is  not 
what  it  should  be  as  far  as 
resources  and  services," 
Waters  said.  "Veterans 
Affairs  does  not  work  well 
for  the  veterans." 

Veterans'  job  training, 
rehabilitation,  veterans' 
cemeteries  and  homeless 
veterans  are  among  the 
issues  Waters  has  addressed 
in  Congress  and  in  her  home 
District  29  in  California.  She 
has  also  sponsored  several 
pieces  of  House  legislation 
benefiting  veterans.  Q 


DiFrancesco  expressed 
concern  that  Vietnam  is  not 
being  forced  to  comply  with 
the  road  map. 

"It  is  obvious  that  Hanoi 
will  continue  dragging  its 
feet  on  this  issue,  while  it 
baits  American  companies  to 
pressure  your  administration 
to  at  least  lift  the  embargo, 
and  subsequently  normalize 
diplomatic  relations," 
DiFrancesco  wrote  the  Presi- 
dent. 

American  oil  companies 
are  eager  to  see  the  embargo 
lifted  so  they  can  legally  do 
business  with  Vietnam,  a  na- 
tion that  has  total  oil  reserves 
estimated  at  between  1  billion 
and  3  billion  barrels  worth 
about  $3  billion,  per  year. 

In  other  POW/MIA- 
related  news,  the  search  for 
U.S.  missing  from  the  Viet- 
nam War  has  been  expanded 
to  include  the  former  Soviet 
Union.  On  March  20,  the 
White  House  announced  the 
formation  of  a  U.S. -Russia 
commission  to  investigate 
unresolved  POW/MIA  cases 
from  World  War  II,  the 
Korean  War  and  Vietnam. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  com- 
mission was  March  26-28  in 
Moscow. 

Meanwhile,  the  Senate 
Select  Committee  on  POW/ 
MIA  Affairs  continues 
to  seek  answers  about 
America's  missing  on  the 
home  front.  It  recently  sub- 
poenaed retired  Air  Force 
Lt.  Gen.  Brent  Scowcroft, 
the  Assistant  to  the  President 
for  National  Security 
Affairs,  to  produce  National 
Security  Council  (NSC) 
POW/MIA  intelligence 
documents. 

However,  in  a  March  10 
letter  to  Committee  Chair- 
man Sen.  John  F.  Kerry  of 
Massachusetts,  Scowcroft 
requested  that  all  NSC  docu- 
ments be  kept  in  the  custody 
of  NSC  and  be  reviewed  in 
closed  session.  □ 
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See  Why... 

Where  There's  A  Will 


Did  you  know  that  writing  a  Will 
may  be  one  of  the  biggest  mis- 
takes we  can  make? 
It's  true! 

A  Will  doesn't  protect  our  loved  ones 
against  paying  huge  fees  to  lawyers,  ex- 
ecutors and  courts  for  even  the  smallest 
estate.  Probate  can  slice  up  to  10%  or  so 
from  an  estate  and  take  months  or  years 
for  final  settlement. 

In  fact,  the  only  thing  worse  than  having 
just  a  Will  is  the  nightmare  that's  created 
when  you  have  no  Will  at  all. 

Because  then  the  State  steps  in  to  decide 
who  gets  our  assets  ~  our  bank  account, 
home,  car,  valuables,  other  possessions. 
Money  we've  worked  so  hard  to  earn  is 
gobbled-up  by  court  and  legal  fees  before 
our  heirs  ever  get  one  penny. 

What  can  the  average  wage  earner  do  to 
avoid  the  financial  headaches  of  a  Will? 
Plenty. 

Today,  under  current  laws  anyone  can 
eliminate  costly  legal  and  court  fees  with 
a  little-known ,  simple  legal  paper  called  a 
Living  Trust.  And  you  don't  have  to  be 
rich  to  enjoy  it's  benefits. 

A  Living  Trust  has  been  praised  by  our 
nation's  leading  financial  planners,  and 
reported  in  publications  such  as  The  Wall 
Street  Joumal,Money  Magazine,  Business 
Week  and  others  because: 

•  It  eliminates  the  costly  and  lengthy 
probate  process.  The  estate  goes 
directly  to  your  heirs  without  going 
through  the  courts. 

•  It  eliminates  the  need  for  an  attorney 
and  legal  fees  that  cut  your  estate. 
Does  away  with  all  court  costs,  too. 

•  It  gives  you  complete  control  of  your 
estate  to  make  sure  that  all  your  wishes 
are  carried  out. 

•  A  Living  Trust  is  revocable,  which 
means  that  you  can  change  your  mind 
at  any  time  about  who  is  going  to 
receive  your  assets. 

•  It  gives  you  the  right  in  most  cases  to 
name  yourself  as  a  trustee,  and  your 
spouse  or  someone  else  as  a  co-trustee. 
Plus  the  right  to  change  trustees  at 
any  time. 

•  If  you  own  out  of  state  real  estate,  like 
a  vacation  house  or  cabin,  you  can 
save  a  bundle  by  avoiding  the  need 
for  probate  in  a  second  state. 

•  Unlike  a  Will  where  your  finances 
and  everything  you  own  is  a  matter  of 
public  record  for  anyone  to  see,  a 


Heirs  Pay 

Living  Trust  is  secret. 
The  Wall  Street  Journal  reported  that  it 
takes  two  years  to  complete  the  average 
probate  in  California.  The  article  also  stated 
that  since  a  Living  Trust  is  much  faster, 
cheaper,  and  more  private  than  settling  a 
Will,  there  are  many  advantages  to  using  a 
Living  Trust  instead  of  just  a  Will. 

And  Business  Week  reported  that  many 
people  are  using  a  Living  Trust  instead  of 
a  Will  to  reduce  the  possibility  of  heirs 
fighting  over  your  estate. 

You  must  never  forget  that  a  Will  must 
be  probated  and  the  fees  for  the  probate 
lawyer  and  executor  ~  not  including  court 
fees  —  range  from  6%  to  10%  and  are  paid 
before  any  of  your  heirs  receive  their 
inheritance.  That  can  take  a  big  chunk  out 
of  even  the  smallest  estate  when  attorneys 
charge  anywhere  from  $60.00  to  $  150.00 
an  hour  or  more! 

Look  at  what  happened  to  the  modest 
estate  of  Simon  Morris: 

•  The  Will  of  Simon  Morris,  a  Florida 
resident,  left  $77,500  in  cash  to  his 
widow.  Before  she  could  receive  it, 
the  probate  process  grabbed  $9,375. 

•  Mr.  Ken  Bradley  left  $144,567 
directly  to  his  surviving  spouse.  The 
probate  "fees"  of  $8,500  were 
appealed  by  the  widow.  The  court 
ordered  a  refund  of  $7,750  with 
interest. 

•  R.L.  Roberstone  probably  thought 
his  Will  wouldgethis$162,l  14safely 
to  his  heirs.  As  they  found  out  probate 
fees  amounted  to  $6,484.59. 

The  pity  of  it  all  is  that  these  people 
could  have  avoided  having  large  bites 
taken  out  o  f  their  hard-  earned  property  by 
using  a  Living  Trust.  They  could  have 
passed  every  cent  to  their  loved  ones 
without  squandering  money  on  probate. 

If  you  think  a  Living  Trust  is  only  for 
millionaires  —  you  couldn't  be  more 
wrong.  Whether  you  earn  $25,000  or 
$100,000  a  year  ~  and  whether  your  as- 
sets are  huge  or  small  ~  a  Living  Trust 
will  save  you  money.  In  fact  ...  on  a 
percentage  basis  Living  Trusts  save  more 
on  small  estates  than  large  ones! 

And  you  can  save  even  more  because  we 
have  shown  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
just  like  you  how  to  do  it.  It's  simple. 


The  DS  A  Living  Trust  Kit  was 
developed  after  much  research 
with  a  team  of  legal  scholars  and 
practicing  attorneys.  Itexplains 
in  easy-to-understand  language  how  to 
set  up  your  own  Living  Trust. 

Instructions  and  guidelines  are  written 
in  simple  English.  Illustrated  step-by- 
step  forms  show  you  how  to  custom-tailor 
a  legal  trust  to  meet  your  special  personal 
needs. 

•  Titles  to  your  real  estate,  automo- 
biles, boats,  stocks,  etc.  are  all  safe- 
guarded in  your  Trust. 
Though  DSA's  exclusive  Living  Trust 
Kit  will  save  you  a  small  fortune  ~  and 
save  your  loved  ones  thousands  of  dollars 
later  on  ~  we  have  kept  the  price  especially 
low  to  enable  everyone  to  benefit  from  it. 
And  now  you  can  save  even  more.  We've 
cut  the  price  in  half  and  we  insist  you 
examine  it  on  a  90-Day  No-Risk  Trial. 

It's  easy  to  get  your  Living  Trust  Kit. 
All  you  have  to  do  is  print  "Living  Trust" 
on  a  sheet  of  paper.  Send  it  along  with 
your  check  or  money  order  in  the  amount 
of  $9.95  plus  $2  handling  instead  of  $  1 9 .95 
or  charge  to  your  VIS  A/MasterCard  by 
including  account  number  and  expiration 
date  to:  DS  A  Financial  Publishing  Corp., 
Dept.  W4008,  708  -  12th  Street  N.W., 
Canton,  Ohio  44703.  For  even  faster 
service,  VIS  A/MasterCard  or  C.O.D.,  call 
toll  free  1-800-321-0888,  Ext.  W4008. 

Send  for  your  Living  Trust  Kit  within 
the  next  15  days  and  you'll  also  get  a 
unique  Free  Bonus  Report  on  estate 
planning.  The  supplies  are  limited  so 
you  must  act  now. 

Want  to  save  even  more?  Do  a  favor 
for  a  relative  or  close  friend  and  order  a 
second  Kit.  That's  2  for  only  $20  post- 
paid. Use  your  Kit  for  90  risk-free  days. 
Show  it  to  your  lawyer  or  advisor.  If  not 
100%  delighted-don't  keep  it.  Simply 
tear  off  the  cover  and  send  half  of  it  back 
for  a  full  refund.  Fair  enough? 

A  Living  Trust  is  too  important  to  put  off 
another  day.  Especially  when  you  can  get 
the  same  kit  thousands  paid  $19.95  for  at 
half  price.  So  order  by  phone  or  mail  now! 

©1992DSADW850 


Special  Offer 
$19.95  Living  Trust  Kit 
Now  $9.95  ?^LSyd 


Legion  news 


Breakthrough '92  Plan  Aims 
To  Beat  Membership  Record 


HEN  Dominic 
D.  DiFrancesco 
was  elected 
National  Com- 
mander, he 
challenged  Legionnaires  to 
break  the  Legion's  all-time 
membership  record.  In  an 
effort  to  achieve  that  goal, 
DiFrancesco  has  introduced 
Breakthrough  '92,  a  mem- 
bership incentive  program 
for  Legion  Departments. 

The  program,  aimed  at 
attaining  3,326,557  Legion 
members,  offers  Depart- 
ments prizes  for  meeting  and 
exceeding  membership 
goals.  The  prizes  include: 

•  $1,000  cash  awards  to 
winning  Departments; 

•  $165  per  National  Con- 


vention delegate,  paid  to  one 
winning  Department;  and 

•  A  new  car  or  van  each  to 
two  winning  Departments. 

"Everyone  has  been  doing 
a  pretty  good  job  so  far  this 
year  with  membership,  but 
it's  time  to  take  off  the  men- 
tal straightjackets  and  break 
through  to  new  membership 
totals,"  says  DiFrancesco. 

Here's  how  Breakthrough 
'92  works: 

•  Departments  which 
achieve  96  percent  of  their 
1991  final  membership  by 
May  5  receive  $  1 ,000.  These 
Departments  also  are  invited 
to  send  the  incoming  and 
outgoing  Department  Com- 
manders, Department  Adjut- 
ant and  1992  Department 


Membership  Chairmen  to 
the  National  Commander's 
"Pizza  da  Pie"  award  party  at 
the  National  Convention. 

•  Departments  that  attain 
96  percent  of  their  1991  final 
membership  between  May  6 
and  July  27  will  be  invited  to 
send  Department  officials  to 
the  National  Commander's 
"Pizza  da  Pie"  award  party  at 
National  Convention. 

•  Departments  achieving 
99.36  percent  of  the  1991 
final  membership  by  July  27 
will  receive  $1 ,000  cash  and 
be  entered  in  a  grand  prize 
drawing.  The  winning  De- 
partment will  be  awarded 
$  1 65  for  each  of  its  National 
Convention  delegates. 

•  In  addition  to  the  grand 
prize  drawing,  two  other 
awards  will  be  given  for 
highest  membership.  One 
award  will  be  given  to  the 
Department  with  the  highest 
percent  over  the  99.36  per- 
cent of  the  1991  final  mem- 


bership. The  other  will  be  for 
the  Department  with  the 
largest  numerical  increase 
over  that  same  goal.  For  each 
of  these  awards,  the  winning 
Department  will  receive  a 
new  automobile  or  van. 

Only  Departments  that 
participate  in  the  national 
Direct  Membership  Solicita- 
tion (DMS)  program  are 
eligible  to  compete  for  the 
awards.  Members  recruited 
under  DMS  in  1992  cannot 
be  used  to  meet  the  goals  of 
the  competition. 

"Membership  is  the  key 
to  the  Legion's  good  work," 
DiFrancesco  says.  "The 
Legion's  sustained  growth 
sends  a  powerful  message  to 
Washington:  No  more  VA 
budget  cuts,  no  more  non- 
veterans  treated  in  VA 
facilities,  no  more  un- 
employed veterans,  no  more 
hungry  and  homeless  veter- 
ans' children  and  no  more 
American  flags  aflame."  □ 


Pennsylvania 


p 


ENNSYL- 
VANIA  Legion- 
naires and  Na- 
tional Com- 
mander Dominic 
D.  DiFrancesco  may  have 
provided  an  aspiring  young 
astronaut  with  the  liftoff  he 
needs  to  reach  for  the  stars. 

Sixteen-year-old  Marc 
Ottaviano  of  Glenolden,  Pa. , 
has  always  been  a  star  gazer 
and  dreams  of  being  an 
astronaut  some  day.  "When 
Marc  was  about  2  years  old 
and  could  only  say  a  few 
words,  he  looked  out  the 
window  and  said  'Look, 
there  is  the  moon,'"  says  his 
mother,  Nancy. 

The  moon  and  stars  sud- 


THE  FINANCIAL  FRONTIER —  From  left,  Department  of 
Pennsylvania  Commander  Joseph  F.  Chase,  16-year-old 
Marc  Ottaviano  and  National  Commander  Dominic  D. 
DiFrancesco  begin  the  fundraising  drive  at  Post  193  of 
Folcroft,  Pa.  Ottaviano  needed  $4,000  for  a  trip  to  visit  the 
Russian  Aerospace  program. 


denly  became  much  closer  to 
Ottaviano  when  he  recently 
was  selected  as  one  of  only 
20  students  to  tour  the  Rus- 
sian Aerospace  program  as 
part  of  the  1992  People  to 
People  Youth  Science 
Exchange  Program. 


But  Ottaviano's  single 
mother  was  laid  off  and 
could  not  afford  the  $4,000 
travel  expenses. 

DiFrancesco  heard  of 
Ottaviano's  plight  during  a 
tour  of  his  home  state  of 
Pennsylvania.  At  Post  193  of 


Folcroft,  Pa.,  DiFrancesco 
met  Ottaviano  and  began  a 
Department-wide  campaign 
to  raise  money  for  the 
youth's  trip.  By  the  end  of 
the  tour,  DiFrancesco  had 
raised  $2,500. 

"Wherever  we  went, 
every  Post  gave  generously," 
says  Department  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Adjutant  Stanley  W. 
Reinhard  Jr.  "We  never 
received  less  than  $300,  and 
donations  continued  pouring 
in  after  DiFrancesco  left." 

The  Department  eventu- 
ally collected  $4,000  and 
plans  to  present  Ottaviano 
with  the  check  at  its  annual 
Membership  Roundup  and 
Flag  Day  ceremonies  on 
June  7.  National  Adjutant 
Robert  W.  Spanogle  will  be 
guest  speaker. 

Ottaviano  will  leave  for 
the  former  Soviet  Union  in 
September.  □ 
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<^E2,  TO  EUROPE 

Sail  Five  Luxurious  Days  between  New  York  and  England  from  only  $1099 


For  the  ultimate  European  vaca- 
tion, indulge  in  the  opportunity  of  a 
lifetime:  a  5-day  Atlantic  crossing 
on  the  majestic  Queen  Elizabeth  2. 

From  April  to  December,  QE2 
makes  27  crossings  between  New 
York  and  Europe.  Dine  on  world- 
class  cuisine,  then  dance  the  night 
away.  Take  a  chance  in  the  casino. 
Shop  at  the  only  Harrods  afloat. 
Swim  in  one  of  four  swimming 
pools.  Or  just  treat  yourself  to  a 
relaxing  massage  in  the  QE2  Spa  at 
Sea.  The  choice  of  activities  is 
endless  aboard  the  only  24-hour 
city  to  cross  the  Atlantic. 

All  rates  are  per  person  based  on  double  occu- 
pancy of  an  "M"  grade  stateroom  (upper/lower 
beds).  Upgrade  to  inside  with  two  lower  beds  is 

available  for  $200  per  person.  Single  rates 
available  on  request.  Port  taxes  are  additional. 
Space  at  these  rates  is  limited. 


Add  one  of  these  exciting  options: 

OPTION  #1  (Air/Sea) 
Add  a  one-way  British  Airways 
Economy  Class  Ticket  between 
London  and  6  East  coast  cities 
for  only  $200.  Midwest  and  West 

coast  cities  are  $300. 

OPTION  #2 

(Air/Sea/Land)  "All  Inclusive" 
Add  one-way  British  Airways 
Ticket  plus  3  nights  in  a  First 
Class  London  Hotel  including 
Continental  Breakfast  daily, 

London  theatre  tickets, 
countdown  discount  card, 
transfers,  tips  for  baggage 
handling.  Total  "All  Inclusive 

Rate"  $1549  to  $1749 
depending  on  sailing  date. 


Reserve  Now  and  Receive... 

•  A  limited  edition  print  commemorating 
Cunard's  150th  Anniversary 

•  Special  discount  certificate  providing  savings  of 
up  to  $1000  off  your  next  Cunard  Cruise 
(select  sailings) 

•  Free  QE2  video 

For  further  information  and  reservations,  call 
or  write  today: 

HARXEORD 


1  Linden  Place,  P.O.  Box  462 
Great  Neck,  NY  1 1022-9990 
Nationwide:  800-828-4813  (toll-free) 


Please  send  me  free  brochures  c 


Address 
City  


Favorite  Ships^ 


Ship's  Registry  -  Great  Britain 


In  Celeb^atiohqfan  American  Victory... 


oodWW 


Its  Entire  Surface  Richly  Layered  in  22  Karat  GOLD 


Across  the  black  of  a  moonless  night. .  .the 
Apache  raced  over  sand  dunes  at  nearly  200  mph, 
"unpainted"  by  enemy  radar.  No  other  aircraft  in  the 
Desert  Storm  arsenal  could  attempt  such  a  daring  night 
mission. .  .but  with  Hellfire  missiles,  chain  gun  and 
Hydra  rockets ...  the  Apache  Attack  Helicopter  was  a 
match  for  any  battle,  of  any  size,  from  any  quarter. 


Now,  you'll  forever  be  proud  of  America  when 
you  hold  in  your  hands  the  Desert  Storm  $20  Gold- 
Layered  Apache  Proof  Coin.  It's  a  spectacular 
tribute  to  the  heroes  of  Desert  Storm  who  bravely 
met  the  challenge  of  aggression. .  .and  it's  a  vivid 
reminder  —  in  22  Karat  Heavy  Gold  Electroplate 
—  of  the  cost  of  Liberty. 


Struck  in  full-cameo  Proof 

If  you've  never  seen  a  full 
cameo,  Heavy  Gold-Electro- 
plated Proof  coin,  you'll  be 
astonished.  The  raised  design 
of  your  Apache  coin  —  struck 
in  Proof  condition  —  glows 
with  a  frosted  surface  set 
against  a  mirror-like  back- 
ground of  pure  22  Karat  GOLD! 
Minted  for  one  year  only! 
Of  great  numismatic  impor- 
tance. . .  each  Proof  coin  is 
edge  marked  with  its  own  Reverse  shown  smaller 
serial  number,  and  each  will  than  actual  size, 

be  dated  1991  as  a  special  one-year-only  Desert  Storm  Com- 
memorative. (Only  a  fraction  of  the  millions  of  Americans  who 
would  be  thrilled  to  own  it,  will  ever  be  able  to  do  so!) 

DESERT  STORM  $20  Dollar  Coin. ..ONLY  $20 
Join  the  proud  salute,  while  supplies  last.  Order  your  Desert  Storm  $20 
Dollar  coin,  richly  layered  in  22  Kt.  Gold . . .  today!  ©  1992,  c.c.c. 


1-800-955-5399  (ext.  G104 


I  Mail  to:  Desert  Storm  Coin 

Old  Los  Angeles  Federal  Reserve  Building 
409  West  Olympic  Boulevard,  Dept.  G104 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90015 
|  □  YES!  Rush  me  (LIMIT  5)  Desert  Storm  $20  Cold  Layered  Apache  Coin(s) 

■  at  only  $20  each,  plus  $2.00  p&h  each,  (total  $22  per  coin).  Item:  HG01 

J  TOTAL  AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  OR  CHARGED  $   (CA  residents  add  sales  tax) 

I  □  CHECK.  I  enclose  lull  payment  by  check  payable  lo  Desert  Storm  Coin. 

■  □  CREDIT  CARD  OPTION  Please  charge  the  total  amount  to: 

□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  AMERICAN  EXPRESS  □  DISCOVER 
!  Card  #:   F.XP  / 


Signature, 


|  City  

|  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 


JUNE  1992 
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Legion  news 


Legion  Testifies  For 
Increased  DIC  Benefits 


ISABILITY 

compensation 
and  Depen- 
dency and  Inde- 
mnity Compen- 
sation (DIC)  recipients 
should  have  the  same  cost- 
of-living  adjustments  given 
to  Social  Security  and  non- 
service-connected  pension 
recipients,  a  Legion  repre- 
sentative told  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Veterans 
Affairs  this  spring. 

Supporting  most  of  the 
provisions  in  the  Veterans' 
Survivors'  Benefits  Improve- 
ment Act  of  1992,  S.  2322, 
the  Legion  spokesman  also 
testified  that  DIC  benefits 
should  be  increased  to  meet 
the  needs  of  widows  and 
families.  But  he  added  that 
the  current  DIC  program, 
which  is  based  on  the  rank  of 
the  deceased  veteran,  does 
not  adequately  provide  for 
those  most  in  need. 

The  Legion  is  calling  for  a 
uniform  monthly  base  rate 
and  bonuses  based  on  years 
of  service,  with  additional 
life  and  mortgage  insurance 
available  for  service-con- 
nected, severely  disabled 
veterans  who  are  unable  to 
purchase  such  insurance. 

While  approving  of  most 
of  S.  2322,  the  Legion 
opposed  the  bill's  provision 
that  would  retain  the  $90  a 
month  maximum  pension 
benefits  for  veterans  receiv- 
ing Medicaid-covered  nurs- 
ing home  care. 

The  Legion  also  testified 
in  Congress  on  these  issues: 

Homeless  veterans. 
Urged  expansion  of  VA's 
Homeless  Chronically  Men- 
tally 111  program,  citing  the 


efforts  of  The  American 
Legion  Departments  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Tennessee 
in  housing  homeless  veter- 
ans. Suggested  VA  allow 
veterans  in  danger  of  default- 
ing on  VA  loans  to  remain  in 
their  homes  as  long  as  possi- 
ble. (House  Subcommittee 
on  Housing  and  Memorial 
Affairs) 

Judicial  review  of  VA. 
Urged  more  efficiency  in  the 
way  VA  interprets  and  enacts 
rulings  of  the  Court  of  Veter- 
ans Appeals.  (House  Sub- 
committee on  Compensa- 
tion, Pension  and  Insurance) 

Unemployed  and  under- 
employed veterans.  Urged 
additional  funding  for  veter- 
ans' employment  assistance 
and  training.  (House  Sub- 
committee on  Education, 
Training  and  Employment) 

Disabled  Veterans'  Out- 
reach Program  specialists 
(DVOPs).  Recommended 
1,900  DVOPs,  with  a 
minimum  of  one  full-time 
DVOP  assigned  to  each 
employment  security  office. 
(House  Subcommittee  on 
Education,  Training  and 
Employment) 

Local  Veterans  Employ- 
ment Representatives 
(LVERs).  Recommended 
$82. 1  million  be  spent  to  fill 
required  LVER  positions. 
(House  Subcommittee  on 
Education,  Training  and 
Employment) 

Job  Training  Partnership 
Act  (JTPA).  Encouraged  the 
Department  of  Defense 
to  transfer  $150  million  to 
the  JTPA  to  ease  the  nation- 
wide military  base  closings 
and  personnel  reductions. 
(House  Subcommittee 


on  Education,  Training 
and  Employment)  Urged 
adequate  funding  for  JTPA. 
(House  Subcommittee 
on  Housing  and  Memorial 
Affairs) 

Targeted  Jobs  Tax  Credit 
(TJTC).  Urged  a  permanent 
extension  of  TJTC,  which 
will  expire  June  30,  1992. 
Credited  TJTC  with  taking 
thousands  of  veterans  off 
welfare  rolls  and  getting 
them  on  income  tax  rolls. 
(House  Subcommittee  on 
Education,  Training  and 
Employment).  Stated  that 
TJTC  has  helped  25,000  to 
30,000  veterans  per  year  get 
employment.  (House  Sub- 
committee on  Housing  and 
Memorial  Affairs)  □ 


ROAD  WARRIORS  -  In- 
terstate Highway  91  from 
White  River  Junction,  Vt., 
to  the  Massachusetts  bor- 
der was  dedicated  as  the 
Women  Veterans  Memorial 
Highway  on  Aug.  8,  1991. 
Vermont  Gov.  Richard 
Spelling,  right,  and  Mar- 
garet Garland,  a  WWII  vet- 
eran and  pilot,  unveiled 
the  highway's  dedication 
sign.  Women  veterans 
from  World  War  I,  World  War 
II,  the  Korean,  Vietnam  and 
Gulf  wars  attended  the 
dedication.  Snelling  died  a 
week  after  the  dedication. 


LEGIONNAIRES 
INACTION 

OST 1945  in  the 
Arthur  Kill 
Correctional 
Facility  in 
Charleston, 
N.Y.,  recently  honored  Lt. 
Robert  E.  Mahoney  for  help- 
ing create  the  Post  and  for 
guidance  provided  as  its  staff 
adviser.  Department  of  New 
York  NECman  Frank 
D'Amico  also  attended  the 
ceremony  honoring  Mahoney, 
who  is  an  officer  at  the  facility 
and  The  American  Legion 
Department  of  New  York  His- 
torian The  first  Saturday 

of  each  month  Post  44  of 
Bantam,  Conn.,  conducts  a 
Veteran  of  the  Month  memo- 
rial ceremony.  A  flag  is 
raised  in  honor  of  a  deceased 
veteran,  and  the  veterans' 
accomplishments  are 
read —  Post  337  of  Genoa, 
111.,  is  participating  in  a 
project  to  raise  money  for  a 
POW/MIA  monument  and 
other  POW/MIA-related 
memorials  in  the  area. . . . 
What  began  as  a  project  to 
erect  a  new  flag  pole  mush- 
roomed into  a  massive 
memorial  for  Post  26  of 
Girard,  Kan.  A  30  feet  by 
60  feet  flag  waves  from  a 
flag  pole  103  feet  tall,  thanks 
to  residents  of  Crawford 

County  and  Post  26  Post 

240  of  Chapman,  Kan., 
formed  a  five-man  panel  of 
combat  veterans  from  World 
War  II,  the  Korean  War  and 
the  Vietnam  War  to  answer 
questions  about  war  and 
combat  experiences  from 
students  in  Chapman  High 
School.  .  .  .About  $500  of 
supplies  were  donated  by 
Post  79  of  Heilbronn,  Ger- 
many, for  a  "Just  Say  No  To 
Drugs"  campaign.  A  clown 
character  provides  the  mate- 
rials to  children.  □ 
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Senior  Citizens  with  Money  in  the  Bank 
should  Read  This  before  it's  Too  Late 


If  you  have  worked  hard  all  your  life  and  managed 
to  put  away  a  nest  egg,  you  might  end  up  losing  most  of 
your  life  savings  because  of  a  defect  in  Medicare. 

If  you  or  your  spouse  suddenly  become  ill  and 
require  extended  nursing  home  care. .  .NO  ONE  will 
help  you  with  the  nursing  home  bills.  Medicare 
won't  and  neither  will  your  health  insurance.  By  law 
you  are  responsible  for  the  nursing  home  bills  your- 
self. Only  after  you  have  used  up  virtually  all  of 
your  money,  will  Medicaid  step  in.  That's  because 
Medicaid,  like  Welfare,  only  aids  the  poor.  By  some 
estimates,  the  average  couple's  life  savings  can  be 
wiped  out  after  only  13  weeks  of  nursing  home  care. 

Rich  people  don't  have  to  worry  because  they  can 
afford  super-expensive  special  nursing  home  insur- 
ance, while  the  poor  are  taken  care  of  by  Medicaid. 

Now  that  just  doesn't  seem  fair  to  working  peo- 
ple with  a  lifetime  of  hard-earned  savings.  The  sys- 
tem they  have  supported  with  tax  dollars,  seems  to 
have  forgotten  them.  Savings  intended  to  provide 
security  in  retirement,  or  help  for  children,  can 
quickly  go  up  in  smoke. 

The  fact  is,  if  you  don't  know  how  to  protect 
your  assets,  here's  what  can  happen  to  you.  By  law, 
before  Medicaid  will  pay  nursing  home  bills,  you 
have  to  spend  all  your  countable  assets  except  $2000 
(or  as  low  as  $  1500  in  some  states.)  Countable  assets 
mean  not  only  money  in  checking  and  savings 
accounts... but  also  any  funds  in  CD's,  IRA's, 
Savings  Bonds,  Mutual  Funds,  stocks,  whole  life 
insurance,  annuities  and  other  types  of  investments. 

They  can  also  take  a  vacation  home  or  a  second 


car.  In  addition,  your  entire  Social  Security  or 
pension  check  can  be  taken  to  cover  nursing  home 
expenses.  What's  more,  if  you  are  single  or 
widowed,  you  can  even  lose  your  house. 

According  to  the  federal  law  called  the  Spousal 
Impoverishment  Act  of  1988,  if  one  spouse  requires 
extended  nursing  home  care,  the  healthy  spouse  can 
be  forced  to  surrender  HALF  of  their  combined 
countable  assets.  And  if  you  have  a  sizable  estate, 
they  can  legally  take  MORE  THAN  HALF. 

Is  there  anything  you  can  do  to  stop  this  night- 
mare from  happening  to  you?  Yes.  You  are  protected 
by  law  and  can  use  several  legal  techniques  to  place 
your  countable  (or  vulnerable)  assets  into  the  un- 
countable (or  protected)  category.  The  problem  is, 
most  people  are  not  aware  of  their  legal  rights.  Un- 
fortunately, most  people  think  Medicare  will  take 
care  of  them,  so  they  unknowingly  leave  their  assets 
vulnerable  and  in  jeopardy. 

Your  legal  rights  and  the  many  methods  of  pro- 
tecting your  money  are  now  revealed  in  "How  to 
Protect  Your  Financial  Security."  This  financial  self- 
defense  manual  tells  you  simple  legal  procedures  for 
preserving  your  money  and  warns  of  pitfalls  to  avoid. 
Here  is  some  of  the  valuable  material  you  learn: 

•  Four  legal  ways  to  turn  countable  (or  vulnerable) 
assets  into  uncountable  (or  protected)  assets 

•  How  to  protect  your  house  from  being  sold  to 
pay  nursing  home  bills 

•  How  to  protect  a  second  car  or  vacation  home 

•  If  you  give  your  money  to  your  children  without 
following  these  precise  guidelines,  a  nursing 


home  could  get  your  money  anyhow 

•  This  type  of  bank  account  can  prevent  a  nursing 
home  from  touching  it 

•  This  common  legal  mistake  can  stop  you  or  your 
spouse  from  receiving  emergency  medical  care 

•  What  you  need  to  know  about  Living  Trusts 

•  How  to  prevent  your  bank  account  from  being 
frozen  if  you  enter  a  nursing  home 

•  What  lawyers  don't  tell  about  protecting  wills 
As  a  hard-working  taxpayer,  you  have  a  legal  right  to 

protect  your  life  savings  for  yourself,  your  spouse  or 
your  heirs.  You  don't  have  to  be  rich  to  have  peace  of 
mind.  You  just  have  to  follow  the  easy  steps  outlined  in 
"How  to  Protect  Your  Financial  Security." 

Although  "How  to  Protect  Your  Financial  Secu- 
rity" can  easily  save  you  thousands  of  dollars,  the 
price  is  very  reasonable.  Right  now,  you  can  receive 
a  special  press  run  for  only  $8.95  plus  $1.00  postage 
and  handling.  It  is  not  available  in  any  bookstore.  It 
is  only  available  through  this  special  offer  on  a  90 
day  Money  Back  Guarantee.  If  you  are  dissatisfied 
in  any  way,  just  return  it  in  90  days  for  a  full  refund, 
no  questions  asked. 

HERE'S  HOW  TO  ORDER:  just  print  your  name 
and  address  and  the  words  "Financial  Security"  on  a 
piece  of  paper  and  mail  it  along  with  a  check  or 
money  order  for  only  $9.95  to:  THE  LEADER  CO., 
INC.,  Publishing  Division,  Dept.  AB307,  P.O.  Box 
8347,  Canton,  OH  44711.  (Make  checks  payable  to 
The  Leader  Co.,  Inc.)  VISA  or  MasterCard,  send 
card  number  and  expiration  date.  Act  now.  Don't 
leave  your  assets  in  jeopardy.     ©1992  The  Leader  Co.,  inc. 


Now 
you  can 
get  those 
difficult  to 
get  stations 
LOUD  and  CLEAR! 

Space  age  technology 
proves  reception  of  every  local 
VHF  and  UHF  channel  from  2  to  83 
Results  -  you  get  crystal  clear  clarity 
Great  for  getting  distant  signals  without 
ghosts,  distortion  or  interference.  Works  on 
both  black  and  white  and  color  TVs  as 
\     well  as  your  FM  radio.  Easy  to  hook 
\       up.  Sturdy  6"  x  6"  with  23"  an 
;     tennae.  Looks  great,  too! 


DOOR 
CHIMES 


Chimes 
work  within 
50  ft.  of 
push 
bell 


f  Rotates 

360P 

Easy  to  tune  for 
great  reception! 
NO  CABLE  FEES 

TV  ANTENNA 

indoor  satellite 

You  don't  even  pay  any  satellite  fees  be- 
cause, simply  put,  you're  not  using  any 
satellite  signals.  Imagine!  You  can  now 
get  great  reception  without  paying  a  cable 
box  rental  or  cable  fees  of  any  kind. 


Plug  receiver  into  any  house  outlet 

You  won't  have  to  worry  about  ever  missing  anyone  again.  Great 
for  any  door  in  your  home.  Ideal  for  the  hearing  impaired.  Trans- 
mitter has  a  50  ft.  range.  Requires  a  9  volt  &  2  AA  batteries. 
Similar  to  as  /  Door  $1Q95 
seen  on  TV  /  Chime  only     1 5/ 


Deer  Creek  Products,  Inc.,  Dept.  M255 
3038  N.W.  25th  Ave.,  Pompano  Beach,  FL  33069 

All  orders  come  with  a  30  Day  Money  Back  Guarantee  if 
you  are  not  absolutely  delighted. 

□  TV  Antenna  $9.95  plus  $3.00  shipping,  total  $12.95 

□  Door  chimes  $1 9.95  plus  $2.00  shipping,  total  $21 .95 
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**VETS** 


HOW  TO  USE  VETS 


This  month  there  are 
490  military  reunions 
listed  on  these  pages.  How- 
ever, VETS  has  informa- 
tion on  more  than  7,000 
other  reunions.  For  infor- 
mation on  reunions  for  any 
military  unit  or  ship,  call 

(900)737-VETS 

(900) 737-8387 
If  you  know  the  VETS 
five-digit  number  as- 
signed to  the  ship  or  unit, 
please  give  it  to  the  opera- 
tor. The  number  is  printed 
immediately  after  the  unit 
in  the  magazine.  If  you 
don't  know  the  VETS 
number  or  haven't  seen 
the  ship  or  unit  listed  in 
the  magazine,  VETS 


operators  may  still  be  able 
to  provide  you  with  infor- 
mation. Many  units  are 
enrolling  daily  in  VETS. 
Operators  are  on  call 
Monday  through  Friday 
from  1  p.m.  to  9  p.m. 
Eastern  Daylight  Time; 
from  noon  to  8  p.m.  Cen- 
tral Daylight  Time;  from 
1 1  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  Moun- 
tain Daylight  Time;  and 
from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Pacific  Daylight  Time. 
Phone  calls  cost  $1 .95  per 
minute,  and  the  average 
call  takes  two  minutes  or 
less.  Proceeds  help  sup- 
port various  veterans'  and 
children's  programs  and 
services  sponsored  by  The 
American  Legion. 


OUTFIT 
REUNIONS 


Reunion  coordinators  can  enroll  their 
units  in  VETS  by  sending  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  VETS, 
P.O.  Box  10088,  Columbia,  MO  65205- 
4000.  Unit  names  may  be  published  two 
times  per  unit  per  year,  upon  request. 


Army 


1st  Armd  Calvary,  4th  Inf  Div,  C  Troop, 

2ndSq  (Vietnam)  14105 
1st  Armored  Div.  16195 
1  st  Bn.,  1 52nd  Inf.,  38th  Div.  1 5464 
1st  Cav.  Div.  Band  16471 
1st  Cav.  Div.  Assn.  16387 
2nd  Bn.,  110th  Inf.,  28th  Div.  HQ  &  HQ 

Co. -(1950-52)  16290 
2nd  Ranger  Inf.  Co.  (ABN)  1 5481 
2nd  Signal  Serv.  Bn.  16396 
3rd  Arm'd  Div.  (WWII)  1 5634 
3rd  Arm'd  Cav.  Rgt.  21849 
3rd  Inf.  Div.  22000 
3rd  Signal  Co. -(WWII)  15227 
4th  Missile  Bn,  28th  Arty  221 33 
5th  Armored  Div.  15428 
5th  Inf.  Rgt.  20553 

7th  Inf.  Rgt.,  3rd  Div.  D  Co.  (Ozark  Area) 

16354 

7th  Inf.  Div.  Arty.  HQ  Btry.  1 5758 
8th  FA,  25th  Div.  -  Korea/1 950-53  1 0354 
9th  Inf.  Rgt.  Manchu  Assn.  1 5229 
9th  Signal  Co.,  9th  Div  1 1 248 
9th  Tank  Bn.,  20th  Arm'd  Div.,  D  Co. 
16618 

10th  Arm'd  Div.  -  (Western  Chapter) 

16033 

10th  Mountain  Div.  11179 

13th  Station  Hospital  10576 

14th  Avn.  Bn.,  161st/170th  Avn  Cos. 

(Vietnam  1966-67)  22671 
14th  Evac.  Hospital  (CBI)  1 5323 
1 4th  Field  Hospital,  7th  Inf.  Div.  1 6440 
16th  Infantry  Reg.  Assn.  21672 
17th  Base  Post  Office  16683 
17th  FAObserv.  Bn.  14041 
21st  Engrs.  (C)  BN.  1952-53  1 0571 
25th  Div. -(WWII)  15338 


26th  Inf.,  1st  Div.,  K  Co.  15603 
27th  Engr  Combat  Bn  (Vietnam)  1 4260 
28th  Ord.  MM  Co.  -  (WWII)  1 5430 
40th  Cav.  Recon.  Trp.  -  (WWII)  1 6208 
40th  Combat  Engr.  Assn.  -  (WWII) 
10402 

40th  Signal  Bn.  (Const.),  B  Co.,  7th 

Army,  (Germany,  1 952  -53)  22079 
44th  Engr.  Combat  Bn.  Assn.  1 651 8 
44th  Tank  Bn.  10386 
48th  Military  Govt.  HQ  &  HQ  Co.  141 85 
51st  Medical  Bn.  16491 
56th  Signal  Bn.  16733 
58th  Engr.  Treadway  Bridge  Co.  - 

(Korea)  15750 
62nd  Engr.  Const. &  Land  Clearing  Bn. 

(Vietnam)  16646 
67th/514th  Signal  Bn.  10573 
68th  Sign.  Bn.,  A  Co  22096 
75th  Inf.  Div.  16600 
84th  &  62nd  Engr.  Const.  Bn.  1 4207 
86th  Chem.  Mortar  Bn.  Assn.  1 6089 
91st  Gen.  Hospital  -  (WWII)  1 5725 
93rd  Chem.  Mort.  Bn.  WWII  22590 
94th  Inf.  Trng.  Bn,  5th  Army  Div,  Ft. 

Leonard  Wood,  MO  221 31 
94th  Med.  Gas  Treatment  Bn.  1 5292 
98th  AAA  Bn  22080 
1 01  st  Airborne  Div.  Assn.  1 6090 
102nd  AAA  Gun  Bn,  Btry.  B  (Camp 

Steward,  GA  1950)  22580 
103rd  Engr  (C)  Bn,  28th  Div  (WWII- 

Korea)  10396 
104th  Ord.  MM  Co.  16188 
107th  AAA,  B  Btry.  10306 
1 09th  Evac.  Veterans  (WWII)  1 6648 
110th  Engr.  (C)  Bn.  15755 
1 1 5th  Inf.  29th  Div.,  B  Co.  1 5280 
118th  Inf.,  G  Co.  15677 
1 1 8th  Sign.  Radio  Int.  Co.  (WWII)  22502 
128th  AAAGun  Bn.  (WWII)  16612 
128th  Inf.,  32nd  Div.,  C  Co.  &  135th 

Med.  Rgt.  Band  10252 
131st  AAAGun  Bn.  16097 
131st  Ord.  Maint.  Bn.,  9th  Arm'd  Div. 

16170 

1 33rd  Inf.,  34th  Div.,  B  Co.  1 5406 
1 37th  Rgt.,  35th  Div.,  H  Co.  1 6454 
141st  General  Hospital  22675 
141st  Signal  Co.  10969 
142nd  FA  Assn.,  926th  &  937th  FA  Bns. 
16593 

1 42nd  Inf.,  36th  Div.,  D  Co.  1 6558 
151st  Inf.,  38th  Div.,  G  Co.  -  (WWII) 

16075 


151st  Inf.,  Co.  D,  Airborne  Rangers 

22565 

1 52nd  Inf.,  38th  Div.  L  Co.  1 5996 
1 55th  Inf.  Rgt.,  31  st  Dixie  Div.  1 0534 
160th  Inf.,  Medical  Co.,  40th  Div. 

(Korea)  20698 
166th  AAA  Gun  Bn.,C  Btry.  10685 
167th  Inf.  Rgt.,  G  Co.  16217 
173rd/3297th  Ord.  14039 
1 87th  Airborne  "RAKKASANS"  221 42 
1 91  st  Signal  Repair  Co.  1 0953 
193rd  Tank  Bn.,  C  Co.  22860 
196th  LIB  Assn.  10153 
201st  AFA  Bn.  14216 
202nd  Engr.  Combat  Bn.,  C  Co.  -  (WWII) 

16187 

202nd  Ord.  Depot  Co.  1 0502 

205th  CA  AA,  Btry.  F  15947 

213th  CAAA  16121 

227th  Station  Hospital  14201 

235th  Observ.  Bn.  15808 

245th  CA  AAA  Gun  &  Missile  Bns., 

NYNG  16178 
252nd  QM  Remount  10103 
264th  Inf.  Rgt.,  66th  Div.,  C  Co.  2201 2 
264th  Sep.  C. A.  Bn.  16203 
270th  Engr.  Bn.,  Cos.  A/B/C  1 0508 
290th  Combat  Engr.  Bn.  1 61 91 
290th  Inf.,  75th  Div.,  M  Co.  22391 
292nd  Combat  Engr.  Bn.  1 6507 
322nd  Signal  Bn.,  All  Co.  (including 

32nd  Sig.  Bn.  1955  only)  1 661 1 
330th  FA  Bn.  15461 

339th  Inf., Polar  Bear  Assn.  (WWII  All 

Units)  15251 
362nd  AAA  S/L  Bn.,  531st  MP  Bn., 

799th  MP  Co.  20765 
375th  Port  Bn,  A/B/C  Cos.(155th/157th 

&  158th  Port  Cos)  14457 
382nd  FA  Bn.,  1 03rd  Div.,  C  Btry.  1 6572 
386th  Inf.,  97th  Div.,  Med.  Detach. 

15904 

391  st/392nd  Med.  Coll.  Cos.,  61  st  Med. 

Bn.  16418 
400th  AA  AW  Bn.,  C  Btry.  -  (WWII)  1 0389 
403rd  FA  Bn.,  85th  Div.,  B  Btry.  -  (WWII) 

15807 

406th  Transportation  Det.  Unit  (Viet- 
nam/1966-67) 22677 
411th  AAA  Gun  Bn.  Assn.  -  (WWII) 

15905 

417th  Inf.,  76th  Div.,  G  Co.  10428 
421st  Medical  Collecting  Co.  (Korea/ 

1950-53)22693 
428th  MPEG  Co.  -  (WWII)  1 5355 
438th  Ord  Mtr  Veh  Assy  Co  (WWII) 

14347 

448th  AAA  AW  Bn.  16631 

456th  AAA  AW  Bn.  Assoc.  21 663 

456th  Parachute  F.A.  Bn.  -  (WWII) 

15991 

465th  Ord.  Evac.  Co.  10957 

468th  F.A.  Bn.  16059 

480th  AAA  AW  Bn.  (WWII)  16162 

489th  Engr  Bn,  367th  Engr  Rgt,  1398th 

Engr  Const  Bn  14479 
492nd  Port  Bn.  10313 
513th  Engr.  (LP)  Co.  (WWII)  16703 
522nd  Ord.  HM  Co.  16590 
524th  MP  Bn.  10437 
529th  FAObserv.  Bn.  15386 
531st  AAA  (AW)  Bn  21665 
543rd  EB&SR.C  Co.  16237 
546th  &  564th  FA  Bn,  Ft.  Lewis  WA 

14409 

552nd  Engr.  H.P.  Bn.  -  (WWII)  1 5652 
555th  Engr.  Hv.  Pont.  Bn.  201 19 
608th  TD  Bn.  -  (Toledo  area)  1 5829 
636th  Tank  Destroyer  Bn.  1 61 1 4 
652nd  Tank  Dest.  Bn.,  Recon.  Co. 
16143 

696th/697th  Engr.  P.D.  Cos.  15933 

702nd  T.D.  Bn.,  A/B  Cos.  15815 

705th  Ord.  Light  Maint  Co,  5th  Inf  Div 

14048 

707th  AAAGun  Bn.  16318 
726th  Rail  Ops  Bn.  Assn.  201 99 
727th  Amphib.  Tractor  Bn.  14200 
769th  MP  Bn.,  Co.  B  (WWII)  22506 
771st  F.A.  Bn.,  A  Btry.  16004 
771  stTD  Bn.  15848 
778th  Tank  Bn.  -  (WWII)  1 1 1 09 
791  st  AAA  AW  Bn.  15225 
800th  MP  Co,  Ft.  Jay  NY  1 441 6 
803rd  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  16630 
830th  Engineer  Aviation  Bn.  21669 


847th  Ord.  Depot  Co.  15675 

880th  FA  Bn.,  69th  Div.,  HQ  Btry.  1 5671 

899th  AAA  AW  Bn.,  C  Btry.  -  (SP)  1 5988 

931  ST  Engr.  Grp.  14100 

1110th  Eng.  (C)  Grp.  10132 

1 277th  Combat  Engr.,  7th  Army  2201 7 

1 289th  Combat  Engrs.  1 5920 

2465th  QM  Truck  Co.  14131 

2876th  Engr  Base  Lithograph  22064 

31 1 9th  Signal  Serv.  Bn.  (WWII)  1 0581 

3184th  Signal  Serv.  Bn.  16394 

6986th  Security  Flight  (Newfoundland 

1955-58)22337 
8047th  Signal  Ser  Det-2  (Sendai/ 

Japan,1 950-52)  22060 
Army  Otter-Caribou  Assn.  1 6682 
ASA  3rd  RRU  Phu  Bai,  Hue,  Vietnam 

14092 
Camp  Maxey  21677 

Constabulary  Assn.  (Germany/1946- 
52)  Outpost  Area*  5:  IL,  IN,  OH,  Ml, 
Wl  22535Far  East  Command-Tokyo, 

Staff  Bn,  HSG,  GHQ,  C  Co.  APO  500 

16392 

HQ  Co  Base  X  (Manila)  21 531 
HQ  I  Corps  SigSec  (Korea)  2231 6 
OCS  Class  1 5,  Fort  Riley  1 0842 
Schwaebish  Gmund  (Germany,  1957- 

65) 22392 
Society  of  the  28th  Div.  AEF  21 679 
Special  Engr.  Det.,  Manhattan  Project 

1942-45  22684 
Sugamo  Prison  Reunion  Assn  21 680 
U.S.  Claims  Service  22653 
USAFAO-K  (1972-76)  21 931 
War  Dog  Det.  (CBI)  16573 


Navy 


IstNCB  17924 

1  st  Special  Seabees  (WWII)  22524 
19th  NCB  11239 
52nd  Seabees  17850 
53rd  NCB  14487 
73rd  Seabees 14454 
136th  Seabees 18432 
143rd  NCB/ABCD  17853 
Acorn  16  (WWII)  22357 
Air  Grp.  12  -  (USS  Randolph/1945) 
17530 

ARSD,  Navy  60  Banika, Solomons 

10531 

Aviation  Ordnancemen  Assn  (Navy  & 

Marine)  22617 
Boot  Camp  Co  1571  (Bainbridge,  MD) 

21443 

Boot  Camp  Co.  79,  Great  Lakes  NTS 

(05/41-07/91)22534 
Boot  Camp  Co.  44-292,  San  Diego 

22507 
CASU-F-20  18681 
CBMU-511  14435 
CBMU-555  22058 
CBMU-565  14397 

CBMU-624/617  (Okinawa  1945-46) 

22083 

Destroyer  Escort  Sailors  1 0525 
Ex-Japanese  BB  Nagato  (Operation 

Crossroads)  22093 
Explosive  Ordnance  Disposal  Assn 

(Inch  Bomb  &  Mine)  18678 
Fleet  Activities,  Ryukyus  (Okinawa  67- 

71)20133 
Fleet  Photographic  Sq  1  (VD-1)  22048 
Floating  Equip.  Maint.  Unit-P.T.  Boats 

21968 

FPO  Pearl  Harbor,  Navy  Mail  Clerks 

14645 

Gamewardens  of  Vietnam  Assn.  (West 

Coast  Chapt.)  10260 
GRO-PAC  6,  G6-38  Hospital  22329 
Helicopter  Anti-Submarine  Sq-2  (HS- 

2)21490 

LCI  (G)  422,  442,  558,  559,  560,  561, 
564,  565,  566,  567,  568,  580,  751 ,  752 
11138 

LCI(L)  443  21686 

LCI  (M)  740  21 799 

LCI(M)  807  18199 

LCI(G)-66,  (1942-45)22023 

LCI-1092  14567 

LCS(L)101  11134 

LCS  (L)  1 24  -  (1 944-46)  1 8554 
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**VETS** 


LCS  (L)  61  22549 
LCS-1514379 
LCSL(3)71  14494 
LSM-220  17492 
LSM-247  18618 
LSM-254  10697 
LSM-293  18187 
LSM-343  22218 
LSM-9  22601 

LST  Assn.  of  the  U.S.  1 0756 

LST-1 045  10012 

LST-1 062  10441 

LST-1 23  22027 

LST-1 24  10520 

LST-223  14661 

LST-240  17418 

LST-246  14538 

LST-33911194 

LST-344  14625 

LST-347  &  LST-72  1 8691 

LST-377  18102 

LST-44  14639 

LST-485  17359 

LST-74611195 

LST-750  14626 

LST-860  1 8233 

LST-908  1 7639 

LST-91 0  10582 

LST-922  1 0536 

LST-932  22029 

LST-958  10446 

LST-964  18044 

LST-970  18175 

LST-98311241 

NAF  Naha,  Okinawa  1967-71  21251 
NAS  Sanford,  FL  18251 
Navy  Mi newarfa re  Assn.  21 098 
Nevada  Assn.  BB-36/SSBN-733  17351 
NSA  "National  Security  Assn"  Comm 

Tech  (Korea)  21607 
NTC  Norva,  Ptn.  185,  Class  16  AMMM 

School  14704 
NTS  Sampson  Navy  Vets  (WWII)  1 7538 
Patrol  Craft  Sailors  Assn.  1 8507 
PC-793Assn.  18103 
PCS-1 390  14622 

Sampson  NTS-Unit  E,  Co  333  (Dec/ 

1943-March/1944)  22216 
USN  3115  &  CUB-10  (All  Divs.  & 

Anchor  Sect.)  18609 
USN  Armed  Guard  (Ohio-Mich-lnd-Ky) 

22889 

USN  Armed  Guard  International  Reun- 
ion (50th  Anniv  North  Russia  Club) 

22888 

USNB  Anchor  Section,  Navy  3142 
14582 

USSAjaxAR-6  14500 

USS  Algol  AKA-54  17809 

USS  Algol  AKA-54  (1944-70)  20345 

USS  Allen  M.  Sumner  DD-692  1 7980 

USSARD-1510651 

USS  ATR-3  22089 

USS  Baron  DE-I66  17551 

USS  Barrow  APA-61  (1945-46)  22206 

USS  Birmingham  CL  62  1851 0 

USS  Biscayne  AVP-11/AGC-18  (Also 
2d  Army  Sig  Bn)  17497 

USS  Borum  DE-790  17400 

USS  Boston  CA-69/CAG-1/SSN-703  - 
(Including  Marines)  18037 

USS  Brush  DD-745  Reunion  Founda- 
tion 18076 

USS  Cabot  CVL-28.  including  air  sqs.  - 
(1943-57)11081 

USS  Charles  H.  Roan  DD-853  1 8359 

USS  Chevalier  DD/DDR-805  1 7575 

USS  Cimarron  AO-22  1 8650 

USS  Cockrill  DE-398  18649 

USS  Compton  DD-705  1 791 1 

USS  Cythera  PY-26  18348 

USS  Enterprise  C VA(N)/C VN-65  1 4381 

USS  Farragut  DD-348  1 7955 

USS  Forrest  B.  Royal  DD-872  21816 

USS  Fort  Snelling  LSD-30  21 701 

USS  Frank  Knox  DD-742  -  (1945-47) 
10066 

USS  Freestone  APA-1 67  1 001 5 

USS  Fremont  APA-44  18378 

USS  Fulton  AS-11  18216 

USS  Gladiator  AM-319  21 909 

USS  Glennon  DD-840  1 1 1 90 

USS  Helena  FG-9/CL-50/CA-75/SSN- 

725  -  (Marines  Included)  1 8484 
USS  Henderson  DD-785  1 1 247 
USS  Hermitage  AP-54  21515 
USS  HigbeeDD-806  18692 


USS  Hilbert  DE-742  17500 

USS  Hobby  DD-61 0  -  (1942-45)  1 8535 

USS  Hoggatt  Bay  CVE-75  -  (Including 

VC-1 4/88/99)  10377 
USS  Hugh  Purvis  DD-709  18610 
USS  Intrepid  Assn.  1 7797 
USS  John  A.  Bole  DD-755  (1949-52) 

22032 

USS  John  C.  Calhoun  SSBN  630  18079 
USS  Kadashan  Bay  CVE-76/VC-20 

18035 

USS  Kankakee  AO-39  18060 

USS  Kenneth  Whiting  AV-14  (1946-47) 

22230 

USS  Laws  DD-558  21614 
USS  Little  Rock  CLG-4  1 4607 
USS  Lowe  DER-325  1 441 5 
USS  Macon  CA-132  11212 
USS  McNulty  DE  581  20460 
USS  Mercer  APB-39  (Pre-Vietnam) 
21421 

USS  Milwaukee  CL-5  1 0003 

USS  Monterey  CVL  26  Assn.  1 8668 

USS  Myrmidon  ARL  1 6  -  (WWII)  1 8327 

USS  Natoma  Bay  CVE-62  14321 

USS  Neal  A.  Scott  DE-769  1 7901 

USS  O'Reilly  DE-330  -  (WWII)  1 8053 

USS  OrcaAVP-49  21325 

USS  Osage  LSV-3  22215 

USS  Pamanset  AO-85  17459 

USS  Parker  DD-604  10415 

USS  Perkins  DD/DDR-877  10607 

USS  Phobas  AK-129  14548 

USS  Porterfield  1966-69  10674 

USS  Portland  CA-33  1 7884 

USS  Prichett  DD-561  17324 

USS  Protector  YAGR-11  14420 

USS  Quick  DD-490  DM-532  1 4564 

USS  Regulus  AF-57  1 7856 

USS  Reno  CL-96  21262 

USS  Richmond  CL-9  1 1 054 

USS  Ringness  APD  1 00  1 7473 

USS  Robert  L.  Wilson  DD/DDE-847 

USS  Rutland  APA-192  (Beach  Bn./ 

1944-45)  11208 
USS  Salamaua  CVE-96  1 8471 
USS  Salisbury  Sound  AV-13  1 7938 
USS  Samuel  B.  Roberts  DD-823/DE- 

413/FFG-58  10873 
USS  Schroeder  DD-501  10657 
USS  Seekonk  AOG-20  1 81 70 
USS  Sepulga  AO-20  1 81 83 
USS  Sequatchie  AOG-21  17757 
USS  Shangri-La  Assn.  All  Crews  &  Air 

Groups  17702 
USS  Shasta  AE-6  (1 953-55)  22572 
USS  Shields  DD  596  -  (1 950-54)  1 8069 
USS  Sidonia  -  AKA-42  21 457 
USS  Sirona  AKA-43  (WWII)  22570 
USS  Skagit  AKA-105  1 7395 
USS  Skywatcher  AGR-3  22652 
USSSpangenberg  DE-223  10253 
USS  Starr  AKA-67  14641 
USS  Strong  DD-758  18005 
USS  Swearer  DE-1 86  1 7458 
USS  SylvaniaAFS-2- (1965-70)  11206 
USSTabberer  DE-418  21 342 
USSTaconicAGC-17  22178 
USS  Tanner  AGS-15/USS  James  Gillis 

AGS-1314427 
USS  Thomas  A.  Edison  SSBN-610 

14466 

USS  Thuban  AKA-19  22702 
USS  Thurston  AP-77  21 458 
USS  Truxtun/Pollux/Wilkes  50th  Anniv 

of  Sinking  20769 
USS  UteATF-76  21965 
USS  Valley  Forge  CV/CVA/CVS-45/ 

LPH-8  18386 
USS  Vincennes  CA  44/CL  64/CG  49 

18257 

USS  Vinton  AKA-83  1 4394 

USS  Wesson  DE-1 84  1 01 1 2 

USS  Wilkes-BarreCL-103  10540 

USS  Willis  Lee  DL-4  21383 

USS  Windham  Bay  CVE-92  18608 

USS  Witek  DDE-848  201 37 

USS  Yorktown  CV-10  Engineering 
21623 

VAW-13  22704 

VC-93  21090 

VF-53/VF141  18656 

Vietnam  Brown  Water  Navy  -  (Opera- 
tion Gamewarden)  17367 

VJ-11  Utility  Dq.  14619 


VJ-62  (1952-55)  22191 
VP-1 34  (WWII)  ASG  Gp.  22221 
VS-51  21620 
VS-65  17546 

WAVES,  NAS  Barber's  Pt.  14376 

YMS-241  22521 

YMS-81  -  (WWII)  18565 

YOG-32  -  (Reykjavik,  Iceland)  USS 

IOWA  BB  61,  USS  SALEM  CA-139 

10753 


Air  Force 


3rd  Hosp.  Grp.,  7510th  Hospital  - 
(Winpole  Pk,  England)  1 5058 

50th  Support  Sq.  Hahn,  Germany 
(1963)  22245 

56th/512th/514th  Weather  Recon.  Sqs. 
14013 

96th  Bomb  Grp.  Assn.  21 476 

307th  Fgtr.  Sq.,  31st  Fgtr.  Wg.  (KOREA) 

22530 

435th  Bomb  Sq,  B-29  (WWII/Okinawa) 

21519 

450th  Bomb  Grp.  (H)  1 5002 
456th  Bomb  Grp.  Assn.  1 5065 
497th  RTS  22082 

525th  FIS  (Fighter  Intercept  Sq.)  2231 2 
658th  School  Sq.,  USMA,  Stewart  Field 

14032 
798th  AC&WSq.  14015 
832nd   Air   Div, Combat  Support 

Gp.(TAC)  Cannon  AFB  New  Mexico 

(1965)  22247 
865th  Engr.  Avn.  Bn.  22268 
926th  Engr  Aviation  Rgt,  HQ  CO  21 454 
7366th  Radar  Eval.  Sq.,  104th/15th 

Radar  Cal.  Fits.  11185 
Buckeye  Wing  Assn.  (302nd  Tac.  Airlift 

Wing)  22712 
Hickam  Field,  Hawaii,  Finance  Office 

1942-4514226 
Pilot  Class  52-B  15187 
Priorities  And  Traffic  Div,  Legardia 

Field/NY  (1942-45)  22050 


Army  Air  Forces 


6th  Aircraft  Repair  Unit  (Floating) 

16753 

7th  Aircraft  Maint.  Unit  (Floating) 

22328 

1 1  th  Depot  Repair  Sq.  1 4272 
22nd/1 35th  AACS  (WWII)  1 4266 
36th  Communications  Security  22332 
54th  TC  Wing,  HQ;  374th  TC  Gp 

(Related  Sqs  &  Sup  Grps)  10862 
69th  Station  Comp.  Sq.  WWII  ETO 

14277 

95th  Bomb  Grp.  (H)  -  (WWII)  1 6819 
313th  Signal  Avn  Co.  14267 
31 4th  Trp.  Carrier  Sq.  1 6780 
315th  Bomb  Wing  Assn.  16926 
316th  Ftr.  Sq.  10104 
341st  Signal  Co.  Wing  22609 
345th  Ftr.  Sq.,  350th  Ftr.  Grp.  16976 
348th  to  550th  Night  Fighter  Sqs.  WWII 
16973 

361st  Fighter  Grp./374th/375th/376th 

Sqs. -(WWII)  16902 
385th  Bombardment  Grp.  Memorial 

Assn.  16893 
390th  Bomb  Sq.,  42nd  Bomb  Grp. ,13th 

AF  16851 
406th  Ftr.  Grp.  -  (WWII)  1 6740 
435th  T.C.  Grp.,  HQ  -  (WWII)  1 6996 
446th  Bomb  Grp.,  8th  AF  (WWII)  1 6991 
451st  Bomb.  Grp.  (H)/60th  Service  Sq. 

16869 

464th  Bomb  Grp.  (H)  1 6844 

489th  Serv.  Sq.,  13th  Serv.  Grp.,  7th  AF 

22668 

556th  Bomb  Sq.  Assn.,  387th  Bomb 

Gp.  16955 
559th  Bomb  Sq.,  337th  Bomb  Grp.  (M) 

(WWII)  16890 
583rd  Signal  AW  Bn.,  HQ  Det.  1 1051 
1127/1400nd  MP  Cos.  -  (S.W.  Pacific/ 

WWII)  16815 


1193rd  Engr.  Base  Depot,  9th  AF  - 

(WWII)  16866 
1782nd  Ord.  Supply  &  Maint.  Co.  AVN, 

9th  AF  14262 
1916th  Ord.  Amm.  Co.  16943 
2108th  QMTrk.  Co.  (WWII)  22251 
B-24  Muroc  WWII  Vets  1 6936 
C.C.A.A.F.  -  (Glider  Test)  16814 
Pilot  Class  44-F  Marshall  College 

(WWII)  14294 
Pilot  Class  44-D  14276 
Sedalia  Army  Air  Field  14282 
WWII  Flight  Nurses  Assn.  1 031 7 


Marines 


1  st  Bn,  1  st  Marines,  C  Co  WWII  21 728 
1st  Bn.,  5th  Marines,  B  Co.  -  (Bakers 

Bandits/Korea)  17085 
1st  Marine  Div.  Assn.  10848 
2nd  Bn.,  7th  Mar.,  1st  MarDiv.,  F  Co. 

(Vietnam)  14344 
3rd  Air  Wg.,23  Air  Gp.,  23rd  Serv.  Sq. 

21535 

3rd  Arm'd  Amph/6th  Amph  Bn,  1st  Mar. 

Div. -(WWII)  17086 
3rd  Bn.,  12th  Marines  22113 
3rd  Bn.,  1st  Marines,  L  Co.  17121 
3rd  Bn.  7th  MarDiv.  I  Co.  (Vietnam) 

17179 

4th  Marine  Div.  Assn.  -  (WW  II)  1 7223 
"Mike"  3/7  Vietnam  Vets  1 4430 
Aviation  Ordnancemen  Assn  (Navy  & 

Marine)  00043 
FMF  Combat  Medical  Assn  (USMC  & 

Navy)  21 173 
Force  Recon.  Assn.  1 71 35 
Marine  Air  Grp  61  17199 
N.  Dak.  Iwo  Jima  Vets  Assn.  1 7235 
Old  China  Service  Marines  (1st/6th 

Div./1  st  Air  Wing/Navy  &  Army  1 71 0 1 
Platoon  281,  2nd  Recruit  Bn,  Parris 

Island,  SC  21478 
VMA-225,  MAG-1 2, 1  st  MAW-  (Chu-Lai/ 

1965) 17185 
VMF-113  22099 


Coast  Guard 


Basic  Training,  Cape  May,  NJ  Co.  M-16, 

Jan.-April  1953  22555 
LORAN  Station,  Palau,  Caroline 

Islands  (Anguar  Is.)  1954-  55  22644 
LST-23  22243 
LST-763  10838 
Unit  346  14314 

USCG  Station,  Guam  (1954)  22660 
USCGC  Alexander  Hamilton  20295 
USCGC  Androscoggin,  Miami  Beach, 

1955-56  22627 
USCGC  Basswood  W-388  (1953-54) 

22542 

USCGC  Chambers  WDE  491  17047 
USCGC  Icarus  WPC-110  (1941-45) 

14170 

USCGC  Winnebago  WHEC-40  1 7056 
USS  Wakefield  (APA-21)  17015 
USS  Woonsocket  PF-32  1 0537 


Miscellaneous 


American  EX-POWs/W.  VA  1 7261 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps,  Co.  2360 

-  (Camp  Oronoco,  VA  (17291 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps,  Co.  556  - 

(All  CCC  vets)  17281 
Minnesota  Wing  Civil  Air  Patrol  1 1 233 
Overseas  Brats  (High  School  Students 

Overseas)  22583 
Persian  Gulf  Command  Vets  (WWII) 

21738 
Saipan  Reunion  17301 
Shemya  Vets  -  (1943-46)  "Aleutians" 

17278 

Underage  Service  Veterans  22043 
Vietnam  Veterans  (NW  Indiana)  14076 
World  War  Nurses  National  Org.  1 7260 
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"under  God"  solidify  that  lesson:  This 
republic  is  under  judgment.  It  is  no 
idol  in  the  place  of  God. 

Second,  a  country  as  diverse  as 
ours — of  many  religions,  ethnic  back- 
grounds, and  races — needs  at  least  a 
few  focal  points  like  the  Constitution, 
which  undergirds  the  republic. 

In  standing  for  the  republic,  the  flag 
represents  the  Constitution,  too.  So  it 
is  a  little  odd,  isn't  it,  to  say  that  it's 
unconstitutional  to  pledge  allegiance 
to  the  Constitution? 

Third,  the  American  community 
was  never  conceived  of  as  a  "national 
community,"  in  the  sense  that  a  single 
central  government  could  or  should 
override  everything,  or  in  the  sense 
that  all  citizens  would  normally  march 
in  lockstep  in  pursuit  of  "national 
goals."  That  may  sometimes  be  neces- 
sary. That  is  why  there  is  one  flag. 

But  look  at  that  flag.  It  doesn't  sym- 
bolize uniformity.  Its  50  stars  and  13 
stripes  signify  a  diversity  of  states, 
regions  and  purposes.  The  United 


States  is  not  a  national  community;  it 
is,  "a  community  of  communities." 

And,  therefore,  just  because  our 
Constitution  leaves  us  so  free  to  go  off 
in  our  own  directions  most  of  the  time, 
there  is  need  occasionally  to  celebrate 
what  unites  us  in  our  diversity:  our 
loyalty  to  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

The  flag  stands  for  the  republic;  for 
the  Constitution;  and  for  the  constitu- 
tional (federal)  community.  These  are 
three  reasons  why  we  love  the  flag, 
why  we  need  the  flag,  and  why  we 
want  ourselves  and  our  children  to 
pledge  allegiance  to  it  in  public. 

But  what  about  flag  burning?  What 
can  we  do  to  protect  the  flag?  Some 
people  say  that  we  should  not  call  the 
flag  sacred  or  speak  of  its  desecration, 
since  these  words  belong  only  to  God 
and  religious  things  dedicated  to  Him. 

But  Abraham  Lincoln  did  speak  of 
the  ground  of  Gettsyburg  in  these 
words:  "We  cannot  dedicate — we  can- 
not consecrate — we  cannot  hallow  this 
ground.  The  brave  men,  living  and 
dead,  who  struggled  here,  have  conse- 
crated it  far  above  our  poor  power  to 
add  or  detract." 

If  the  ground  over  which  soldiers 
fight  can  be  hallowed,  then  surely  the 
colors  beneath  which  they  fought  can 
even  more  be  hallowed. 


To  pay  an  earthly  regard  to  certain 
special  things  as  holy,  sacred  or  hal- 
lowed is  not  to  trespass  on  what  prop- 
erly belongs  to  God.  It  is  to  practice  a 
habit  of  respect,  quite  appropriate  to  a 
worldly  republic. 

The  Supreme  Court,  alas,  has  ruled 
that  burning  the  flag  is  protected 
expression.  We  must  respect  the  court. 
But  free  citizens  can  also  reason  before 
it.  A  free  republic  needs  free  speech. 

Speech  is  rational  and  is  aimed  at 
persuading  fellow  citizens  in  a  civil, 
reasoned  way.  Civil  conversation. 

But  not  all  expression  is  civilized. 
One  person's  flag  burning  inflames  the 
passions — not  the  reason — of  many.  A 
republic  based  on  law  and  reason — 
The  Statue  of  Liberty  holding  the 
lamp  of  reason  in  one  hand,  the  Book 
of  Law  in  the  other — does  not  rest  on 
inflammatory  expression. 

To  burn  the  flag  is,  symbolically,  to 
burn  the  republic  and  the  Constitution. 
It  is  also  to  abandon  reasoned  speech 
for  passionate  kid  stuff.  It  is  an  act 
worse  than  book  burning. 

So  shame  on  the  court!  Those  who 
burn  the  flag  burn  the  symbol  of  their 
own  rights  and  liberties.  Even  the 
court  allows  us  to  hold  them  in  con- 
tempt and  to  subject  them  to  ridicule, 
catcalls,  jeers  and  whistles.  They  may 
loathe  the  republic;  we  don't. 

Republics  are  not  like  monarchies. 
They  have  very  few  public  liturgies, 
and  discourage  bowing  and  scraping. 
Their  style  is  humor,  jest,  backslap- 
ping  and  waving  to  friends,  rather  than 
the  exchange  of  deference,  the  calling 
out  of  titles  and  the  formal  sobriety  of 
regal  pomp. 

A  republic  is  no  stronger  than  the 
love  its  free  citizens  pledge  to  it.  Call 
off  that  love,  perish  the  republic.  Perish 
the  republic,  dissolve  our  people's  love. 

No  wonder  we  want  to  pledge  alle- 
giance to  Old  Glory  often.  It  is  like 
pledging  allegiance  to  a  great  gift  of 
Providence,  better  than  we  deserve, 
the  last  best  hope  of  humankind. 

And  since  the  flag  represents  our 
public  selves,  public  should  be  our 
pledge.  Since  children  do  not  come 
born  with  the  habits  of  the  republic  in 
their  hearts,  their  wandering  attention 
should  be  focused  on  the  republic  often 
and  with  regularity  in  a  public  way. 

And  where  else  but  school  are  they 
likely  to  meet  the  citizens  with  whom 
they  will  share  their  generation's  strug- 
gles, and  learn  to  be  as  true  as  those 
who  went  before  them? 

That  flag  is  an  emotional  symbol? 
You  bet.  It  cuts  to  the  quick  of  who  we 
are  and  what  we  are  about.  □ 
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Presenting. . . 

The  DR®  FIELD  and 
BRUSH  MOWER 

-the  amazing  walk-behind  "brush  hog"  that  - 

CLEARS  &  MAINTAINS  meadows,  pastures,  roadsides, 
fences,  wooded  and  rough  non-lawn  areas  with  ease.  Mows 
over  1/2  acre  per  hour!  CUTS  tall  grass,  weeds,  brush,  bram- 
bles, sumac  -  even  lough  saplings  up  to  1 "  thick!  Plus 
CHOPS  and  MULCHES  most  everything  it  cuts;  leaves  NO 
TANGLE  of  material  to  trip  over  or  to  pick  up  like 
hand-held  brush  cutters  and  sicklebar  mowers. 
POWERFUL  8 HP  Briggs  &  Stratton  engine  with 
BIG  20"  SELF-PROPELLED  WHEELS !  Rolls       M  f 
through  ditches,  furrows,  over  bumps  and ' 
with  ease.  Perfect  for  low-maintenance 
wild/lower  meadows. . .  Euro 
pean-style  woodlots  free  of 

undergrowth...  walking  paths...   ^M^^C^tH  ^^^r 

or  any  area  that  you  only  want  to     ^-^"^         ^pBbr^  <fhi/ 
mow  once  a  month. . .  or  once  a  season!  x    JF   »  ml*,  mi 

SO,  WHY  MESS  With  hand-held  rYES!  Please  rush"  ompleTeFREE  DETAILS  of  the" 
hruKhrutterK  OR  with  KiclcUbnr  DR®  FIELD  and  BRUSH  MOWER  induding  prices, 
OrUSnCUlierS  UK  Wlin  SICKieoar  lSpeCif1Cationsand,,Off-Season"Savingsnowinef!ect. 

mowers?  Please  mail  coupon  at  j  Name  

right  for  complete  free  details  of  i  Address  


the  Amazing  DR®  FIELD  and   c»y  state . 
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ing  cars  or  even  houses. 

Someday,  he  says,  assemblers  will 
build  themselves,  growing  piece  by 
piece  into  mammoth  earth  movers  to 
perform  jobs  like  strip  mining,  tunnel- 
ing or  digging  for  oil. 

Where  would  the  materials  for  such 
machines  come  from? 

You  can  get  some  idea  if  you  con- 
sider the  work  of  Julius  Rebek,  a  pro- 
fessor of  chemistry  at  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology. 
Rebek  has  been  able  to  design  a  mole- 
cule that  reproduces  itself  by  pulling 
its  component  parts  from  a  kind  of 
molecular  soup. 

Future  factories  that  reproduce 
themselves  might  use  the  same  princi- 
ple, pulling  materials  they  need  out  of 
the  soil  and  air.  Set  up  next  to  a 
garbage  dump,  they  could  become  the 
ultimate  in  recycling  machines,  sifting 
constantly  through  refuse  for  the  met- 
als, plastics  and  organic  food  they 
need  so  they  can  grow. 

Rebek  has  now  designed  several 
similar  versions  of  his  reproducing 
molecule.  And  one  of  them,  he  says,  is 
able  to  evolve  or  change,  just  like  wild 
animals.  Under  light  shined  into  its 
glass  beaker,  the  new  molecule  uses  up 
the  component  parts  at  a  rapid  pace, 
crowding  out  earlier  generations, 
Rebek  says. 

Even  if  nanotechnology  never  actu- 
ally creates  life,  larger  versions  of 
dwarf  machines  are  already  helping  to 
save  lives  and  cure  disease. 

One  breakthrough  is  a  new  tech- 
nique for  chest  operations  in  use  at  the 
New  York  Hospital-Cornell  Medical 
Center  in  New  York.  Surgeons  there 
use  a  tiny  camera  with  its  own  light  to 
see  inside  the  chest  without  making  a 
large  incision. 

After  inserting  the  camera,  doctors 
can  view  disease  sites,  such  as  small 
tumors,  on  a  video  monitor.  And  they 
can  insert  tiny  instruments  through 
other  small  incisions — typically  an 
eighth  to  a  half  an  inch  wide — 
between  the  ribs.  Standard  chest  oper- 
ations today  often  require  a  10-inch 
incision.  As  a  result  of  the  down-siz- 
ing, patients  experience  less  pain. 

They  stay  in  the  hospital  for  just  a 
day  or  two  and  recover  a  few  days 
later.  The  new  technique  may  permit 
patients  otherwise  too  ill  for  an  opera- 
tion to  undergo  life-saving  procedures. 


Another  breakthrough  on  the  fron- 
tier of  microscopic  medicine  is 
Robodoc,  a  3-foot  robot  expected 
some  time  this  year,  if  the  FDA 
approves.  Robodoc  will  become  the 
first  machine  to  perform  surgery  on  a 
human.  Its  inaugural  job  will  be  to 
carve  out  a  hole  in  the  thigh  bone 
where  a  surgeon  will  insert  a  hip 
implant. 

The  working  end  of  the  250-pound 
device  is  a  round  cutting  tool  made  of 
coated  steel  that  spins  at  75,000  r.p.m. 
under  the  direction  of  a  computer. 

Typically,  surgeons  today  create 
such  holes  by  using  a  file-type  rasp 
and  mallet,  a  system  that  produces  just 
20  percent  contact  between  the 
implant  and  the  natural  bone.  The 
robot  is  expected  to  be  at  least  10 
times  more  accurate,  cutting  an  open- 
ing to  a  tolerance  of  less  than  a  third 
of  a  millimeter. 

ACCORDING  to  the  robot's  maker, 
Integrated  Surgical  Systems  in 
Sacramento,  Calif.,  that  will  mean 
96  percent  contact  between  the 
implant  and  the  natural  bone,  a  fit  that 
means  less  pain  for  patients  and  a 
greater  chance  for  surgical  success. 

Researchers  have  already  begun 
building  prototypes  of  motors  that  may 
someday  be  the  core  of  tiny  surgical  or 
optical  instruments. 

For  example,  the  photograph  on  the 
top  of  Page  19  resembles  a  water 
wheel.  It's  actually  an  electric  motor 
whose  eight-pronged  rotor  is  the  diam- 
eter of  a  shaft  of  hair. 
-  The  motor  itself  doesn't  drive  any 
machinery;  the  rotor  spins  around  an 
axle,  about  10  millionths  of  a  meter  in 
diameter,  unattached  to  any  gears.  The 
machine  is  simply  a  model  to  suggest 
where  the  science  of  small  things 
might  be  headed. 

"Devices  similar  to  it  could  be  used 
in  optical  systems,"  says  Richard 
Muller,  co-director  of  the  Berkeley 
Sensor  &  Actuator  Center,  where  the 
motor  was  built. 

Attached  to  gears,  it  could  turn  a 
mirror  in  a  microscope,  operate  the 
shutter  of  a  tiny  camera,  or  thrust  a 
tiny  scalpel  into  diseased  tissue  in  a 
blood  vessel.  Used  as  the  heart  of  a 
gyro,  it  could  spin  inside  a  computer 
chip  and  become  part  of  a  system  to 
help  you  navigate  your  car. 

Wherever  it  winds  up,  motors  like 
this  one  will  run  on  the  same  static 
energy  that  causes  your  hair  to  follow 
your  comb  on  a  chilly  day. 

A  slightly  bigger  motor  made  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin-Madison  at 
the  Wisconsin  Center  for  Applied 


Microelectronics  is  roughly  the  width 
of  three  human  hairs.  Its  inventors 
have  been  able  to  yoke  it  to  a  line  of  up 
to  six  metal  gears,  potentially  a  break- 
through in  the  direction  of  harnessing 
power  from  the  motor. 

Under  such  mite-sized  crank-up 
energy,  the  Wisconsin  device  has  run 
for  a  month  at  10,000  r.p.m.  with  no 
problems.  And,  Guckel  adds,  it  fulfills 
one  of  Detroit's  dreams  about  engines: 
Even  screaming  along  at  top  speed,  it 
doesn't  make  a  perceptible  sound. 

Shrunk  even  smaller,  such  motors 
could  someday  be  the  workhorses  of 
silent  factories  that  build  other  such 
motors  by  the  billions  in  a  space  no 
bigger  than  your  bedroom,  or  in  the 
cabins  of  a  future  spaceship. 

At  least  one  critic  has  called  such 
ideas  "far  out."  But  nanotechnology  is 
attracting  widespread  interest.  The 
Japanese  Ministry  of  International 
Trade  and  Industry,  for  example, 
recently  announced  a  $185  million 
decade-long  program  of  research. 
Nano  fan  Eric  Drexler  says  the  United 
States  should  copy  the  project. 

"They've  started  on  a  race  toward 
nanotechnology  while  we're  still  trying 
to  decide  whether  to  enter,"  he  says.  It 
seems  clear  to  him  what  we  ought  to 
do:  Enter  now.  And  think  small.  □ 
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year  before  Gorbachev's  rise  to 
supreme  power,  accurately  predicted 
the  liberalization  that  followed,  includ- 
ing the  demolition  of  the  Berlin  Wall. 

I  believe  that  Golitsyn's  analysis, 
made  in  1990,  accurately  reflects 
Gorbachev's  long  term  plan  for  a 
"common  European  home."  Indeed, 
this  was  part  of  my  own  critique 
of  Gorbachev  at  the  height  of 
Gorbymania. 

•  Old  communist  fronts:  Between 
1987  and  late  1991,  as  part  of 
Gorbachev's  glasnost,  the  International 
Department  of  the  CPSU  gave  details 
of  its  subsidies  to  Western  Communist 
parties  and  to  long-established  inter- 
national fronts,  such  as  the  Prague- 
based  World  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions  (WFTU)  and  the  Helsinki- 
based  World  Peace  Council  (WPC). 

By  all  accounts,  these  and  other 
fronts  have  not  run  out  of  money.  Are 
they  still  getting  money  from 
Moscow?  Or  have  they  found  new 
donors?  These,  too,  are  questions  to  be 
answered. 

•  Islam  and  terrorism:  By  defini- 
tion, Islamic  fundamentalism  is  hostile 
to  Western-style  democracy  because 
the  fundamentalists  regard  Islam  not 
only  as  a  religion,  but  also  as  a  politi- 
cal guide.  One  reason  why  the  Army 
intervened  in  Algeria  in  mid-January 
was  that  the  fundamentalist  Islamic 
Salvation  Front,  which  had  won  the 
first  round  of  scheduled  elections,  had 
made  it  clear  that  once  in  power  it 
would  suppress  that  ex-French  colony's 
nascent  democracy. 

However,  a  fundamentalist  state  is 
not  necessarily  an  enemy  of  the  West, 
as  the  example  of  Saudi  Arabia  shows. 
Nor  do  Islamic  states  necessarily  com- 


bine against  the  West,  as  the  two  Gulf 
wars  demonstrated. 

In  the  first,  Iraq  was  at  war  with  the 
Shiite  fundamentalist  republic  in  Iran. 
In  last  year's  Gulf  War,  the  United 
States  and  its  allies  enjoyed  the  sup- 
port of  Saudi  Arabia,  as  well  as  of 
moderate  Egypt  and  even  of  the  previ- 
ously anti-Western  regime  in  Syria. 

Again,  the  Islamic  State  of  Pakistan 
has  a  long  history  of  friendly  relations 
with  the  West,  while  the  maverick 
Islamic  State  of  Libya  has  long  been  a 
center  for  international  terrorism. 
More  and  more,  the  Islamic  states  are 
legitimate  targets  for  Western  intelli- 
gence. 

*** 

Overall,  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  discrediting  of  commu- 
nist doctrines  probably  rule  out  any 
revival  of  communist  expansionism. 
However,  the  CIA  and  other  Western 
services  must  keep  a  close  watch  on 
the  old  ruling  groups  in  the  CIS  and 
Eastern  Europe.  □ 


COMRADES  IN  DISTRESS 


Readers  who  can  help  these  veterans  are  urged  to 
write  a  witness  letter,  including  the  CID  number.  Send  the 
letters  to  CID,  The  American  Legion  Magazine,  Box 
1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206. 

Notices  are  published  only  at  the  requests  of  American 
Legion  Service  Officers  representing  claimants,  using 
Search  for  Witness  Forms  available  from  Department 
Legion  Service  Officers. 

1st  Pit,  C  Btry,  2nd  Bn,  1st  AOA  Tng  Bde.  Edward  O. 
May  needs  witnesses  to  verify  that  while  stationed  at 
Fort  Bliss,  Texas,  in  June  1979,  he  received  injuries 
when  a  locker  fell  on  him.  Contact  CID  1 148. 

3502nd  Army  Air  Force  Base  Unit  Manuel  Santos 
needs  witnesses  to  verify  that  while  stationed  at 
Keesler  Field,  Miss.,  in  January  1946,  he  was  injured 
when  concrete  floor  solvent  splashed  in  his  left  eye. 
Contact  CID  1149. 

AACS  Robert  Greene  needs  witnesses  to  verify  that 
while  stationed  at  Sembach  AB,  Germany,  in  March 
1956,  he  suffered  from  nervous  problems.  Contact 
CID  1150. 

Army  1st  Maintenance  Bn.  Michael  C.  Hupkowicz 
needs  witnesses  to  verify  that  while  stationed  at 
Spinelli  Barracks  in  Manheim,  Germany,  in  1969,  he 
received  a  head  injury  while  handling  material. 
Contact  CID  1147. 

USS  Seagull  Russell  G.  Arhart  needs  witnesses  to  verify 
that  he  was  on  the  USS  Seagull  in  Pearl  Harbor  during 
the  Japanese  attack  in  1941 .  Contact  CID  1 146. 
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cies,  and  any  politicians  they  feel  may 
upset  that  new  equality,  even  if  there  is 
the  promise  of  economic  development. 

For  the  United  States,  Cuba  is  no 
longer  the  major  Cold  War  military 
issue  that  brought  us  to  the  brink  of 
war  with  the  USSR  in  the  Kennedy 
administration. 

Cuba  presents  only  one  remaining 
security  problem:  What  if  the  final 
moments  of  Castro  produce  violence? 

Castro  has  sometimes  been  accused 
of  planning  a  Gotterdamerung  such  as 
an  attack  on  Florida  guaranteed  to 
produce  the  Yankee  invasion  he  has 
always  predicted.  Perhaps — although 
at  this  point  it  seems  unlikely  that  the 
Cuban  military  would  carry  out  such 
suicidal  orders. 

A  half-successful  rebellion  or  coup 
might  produce  fighting  on  the  island, 
and  there  would  be  a  strong  tempta- 
tion— and  strong  pressure — to  inter- 
vene and  ensure  that  Castro  did  not 
win  out. 

But  that  moment  will  pass,  and 
Cuba  will  sometime  in  the  1990s  be 
freed  of  communism.  Once  the  U.S. 
economic  embargo  is  lifted,  and  with 
the  help  of  Cuban  emigres  from  the 
United  States,  it  will  almost  immedi- 
ately seek  access  to  the  U.S.  market. 

Only  90  miles  off  our  shores,  Cuba 
has  natural  economic  links  with  the 
United  States.  These  will  be  rebuilt, 
and  Cuba  can  be  expected  to  take  a 
leading  role  in  Caribbean  economic 
activity.  For  Cuba  is  the  largest  island 
in  the  Caribbean  by  far.  Its  population 
of  10  million  is  three  times  that  of 
Jamaica  and  half  again  as  large  as  that 
of  the  Dominican  Republic. 

Of  the  three  Spanish  islands  in  the 
Caribbean,  history  has  been  cruelest  to 
Cuba.  It  has  been  the  harsh  fate  of 
Cubans  not  to  achieve  independence 
and  democracy,  as  did  the  Dominican 
Republic,  or  economic  progress 
through  association  with  the  United 
States,  as  did  Puerto  Rico. 

Instead,  they  have  suffered  decades 
of  dictatorship  and  economic  decline. 
But  the  end  of  the  Cold  War,  the  col- 
lapse of  communism  and  the  spread  of 
democracy  will  inevitably  finish  off 
Fidel  Castro.  The  date  is  uncertain — 
not  the  outcome.  Cuba,  too,  will  have 
its  chance  to  enjoy  freedom  and  pros- 
perity— starting  some  time  in  the 
1990s.  ~  □ 
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THE  LEGION  AND  HOMELESS  VETERANS 


TESTIFYING  before  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Veterans'  Affairs 
earlier  this  year,  the  Legion  urged 
VA  to  spend  more  money  on  pro- 
grams for  homeless  veterans.  The 
Legion  asked  that  VA  expand  its 
Homeless  Chronically  Mentally  111 
(HCMI)  program,  which  offers 
counseling  to  homeless  veterans 
who  need  help  dealing  with  their 
problems.  The  Legion  also  urged 
that  VA  continue  its  rehabilitation 
programs  for  homeless  veterans  and 


help  them  find  meaningful  employ- 
ment. 

A  new  Legion  pamphlet,  entitled 
"A  Resource  Guide  for  Homeless 
Veterans,"  offers  a  list  of  services 
available  to  homeless  veterans,  and 
is  being  distributed  to  many  shelters 
nationwide.  To  receive  a  copy,  con- 
tact a  local  homeless  shelter  or  write: 
National  Economic  Commission, 
The  American  Legion,  1608  K  St., 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20006- 
2847.  □ 


interested  in  is  getting  this  bum  out  of 
their  waiting  room." 

Too  often,  this  is  reported  as  a  typi- 
cal VA  attitude. 

Bill  Doherty,  the  shelter's  para- 
medic, tells  of  a  veteran  complaining 
of  severe  chest  pains.  He  took  him  to 
Jamaica  Plains  VA  Medical  Center 
where,  after  hours  of  waiting  to  be 
seen  and  watching  the  veteran's  condi- 
tion deteriorate,  he  finally  had  to 
threaten  to  report  the  hospital  to  the 
medical  examining  board. 

"They  made  me  show  them  my 
paramedic  license  before  they  finally 
treated  him,"  Doherty  says. 

It  is  this  type  of  treatment  that 
erodes  a  homeless  person's  self-esteem. 
In  fact,  most  residents  of  the  shelter 
asked  that  their  names  not  be  used  in 
this  story.  Many  feel  ashamed  that  they 
are  homeless. 

Most  of  the  veterans  interviewed  at 
the  shelter  have  a  low  opinion  of  VA. 
A  resident  calling  himself  Jerry  said  that 
VA  treats  homeless  veterans  like 
garbage. 

"You  want  an  appointment?  Figure 
two,  three  months,  if  you're  lucky,"  he 
said.  "A  lot  of  guys  just  go  untreated  for 
some  really  bad  stuff.  They're  burned 
out  on  the  system." 

"You  ask  me,  VA's  a  sham,"  said 
Lavelle,  another  resident  of  the  shelter. 
"I  had  a  problem  with  alcohol  and  I 
wanted  help,  so  I  called  VA. 

"It  took  my  last  quarter  to  make  that 
call.  They  told  me  it  would  be  eight 
months  before  I  could  get  into  the  pro- 
gram, but  to  call  back  every  day  if  I 
wanted  to  hold  my  place  in  line." 

VA  is  just  part  of  the  problem. 

"When  I  got  home  from  Saudi,  I  had 
no  money  for  rent,  so  I  went  to  Social 
Services,"  said  Fred,  a  Desert  Storm 
veteran.  "They  asked  me  if  I  had  got- 
ten out  of  jail  or  if  I  was  handicapped. 
When  I  told  them  I  was  neither,  they 
said  they  couldn't  help." 

Women  veterans  also  come  to  the 
shelter  for  help.  Smith's  staff  found 
help  for  Sheri  who  had  just  returned 
from  Desert  Storm.  But  all  is  not  right. 
She  and  her  young  son  are  living  with 
her  sister.  If  her  sister's  landlord  finds 
out,  they'll  all  be  evicted. 

"There  were  no  jobs  when  I  got 
back  from  Saudi,"  she  says.  "I  had  no 
place  to  live." 

Employment  is  a  major  concern  of 


shelter  residents.  The  current  plans  to 
downsize  the  military  are  not  lost  on 
these  people. 

"Economic  conditions  are  already 
bad,  "  says  Ralph,  a  Korean  War  veter- 
an. "Now  the  government  wants  to 
drop  a  half-million  more  veterans  onto 
the  streets?  Where  do  they  think  these 
people  are  going  to  go?" 

By  1995,  some  500,000  GIs  and 
Reservists  will  be  separated  from  the 
service,  according  the  Pepartment  of 
Defense.  The  American  Legion  esti- 
mates that  up  to  925,000  veterans  will 
see  their  military  and  military-related 
jobs  disappear  over  the  next  five  years. 

MANY  of  them  will  become  what 
Smith  describes  as  the  lingering 
casualties  of  America's  wars.  The 
only  way  some  will  ever  leave  the 
streets  is  to  be  carried  off. 

There  are  no  accurate  national  fig- 
ures for  the  number  of  homeless  who 
die  each  year,  but  a  survey  last  year  by 
the  National  Coalition  for  the 
Homeless  conducted  in  18  cities  and 
towns  revealed  400  homeless  deaths. 
Of  that  number,  the  leading  cause  of 
death  was  not  exposure,  but  homicide, 
followed  closely  by  suicide. 

In  Boston,  19  homeless  veterans 
died  on  the  streets  in  1991.  One  of 
them  was  a  former  Marine  sergeant 
and  Vietnam  veteran  named  Kenny 
Norton. 

When  Norton  died  of  a  heart  attack 
at  the  shelter,  Smith  went  to  VA,  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  state  govern- 
ment looking  for  funds  to  bury  the 
Marine.  All  he  got  was  $875. 

A  local  radio  station  heard  about 
Norton  and  hosted  a  telethon  to  raise 
funds  for  him.  It  raised  $15,000,  much 
more  than  enough  to  give  Norton  a 
decent  burial. 

"We  were  able  to  use  the  rest  of  the 
money  to  set  up  a  trust  fund,"  says 
Smith.  "Now,  when  one  of  our  brothers 


dies,  we  know  it  won't  be  a  pauper's 
funeral." 

Norton  was  a  member  of  a  forgotten 
army.  A  decorated  hero  who  somehow 
fell  through  the  cracks. 

And  when  he  collapsed  in  the  shel- 
ter, a  Marine  buddy  held  Norton  in  his 
arms.  As  his  friends  gathered  round, 
waiting  for  the  ambulance,  44-year-old 
Kenny  Norton  uttered  his  last  words: 

"I  am  sober.  I  am  with  my  brothers. 
Semper  Fi." 

And  then  he  closed  his  eyes  and 
died.  □ 
By  Ken  Scharnberg 
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moral  significance  to  all  that  occurs  in 
sports  sets  a  dangerous  precedent  by 
implying  that  a  weakness  of  character 
underlies  every  breakdown  in  play. 

I  especially  cringe  when  I  see  this 
approach  in  youth  sports. 

There's  a  neighborhood  basketball 
coach  who  is  famous  for  his  Lasorda- 
like  sermons  on  the  importance  of 
desire.  He  tells  his  kids,  "You  gotta 
want  it.  The  team  that  wins  is  the  team 
that  wants  it  more  than  the  other  guy." 

But  doesn't  such  logic  also  imply 
that  if  you  lose,  it's  because  you  didn 't 
want  it? 

For  my  part,  I  think  that's  a  thor- 
oughly irresponsible  kind  of  guilt  trip 
to  cultivate  in  impressionable  young 
minds.  Especially  when  (a)  the  kids 
may  be  incapable  of  performing  at  a 
higher  level,  and  (b)  most  of  what  hap- 
pens on  an  athletic  field  is  the  product 
of  talent,  timing,  environmental  condi- 
tions, the  laws  of  physics  and  averages, 
and  unexpected  aberrations  of  same. 

In  a  little  league  game  in  which  I 
was  coaching  a  few  years  back,  a 
bounding  ball  headed  toward  my 
shortstop  hit  a  clod  of  dirt  that  appar- 
ently had  been  unhinged  during  a  pre- 
ceding rundown  play;  the  ball  hopped 
over  his  glove  for  a  base  hit,  moving  a 
key  runner  to  third. 

Disgustedly,  my  shortstop  picked  up 
the  clod  and  tossed  it  over  into  foul  ter- 
ritory. Moments  later,  a  squeeze  bunt 
down  the  third  base  line  went  a  few 
inches  foul,  hit  the  same  dirt  clod  and 
was  diverted  back  into  fair  territory, 
scoring  the  runner  at  third. 

That's  a  random  event.  The  outcome 
of  every  athletic  contest  is  decided  by 
dozens  of  similar  instances. 

This  is  not  to  argue  that  emotions 
are  meaningless  in  athletics.  Certainly 
there  is  something  to  be  said  for  confi- 
dence. But  being  too  "jacked"  creates 
its  own  problems,  notably  in  finesse 
sports  like  basketball  and  baseball, 
where  success  depends  on  the  precise- 
ly directed  expenditure  of  energy. 

Being  too  "up"  for  a  game  is  almost 
surely  worse  than  being  a  tad  under- 
motivated,  because  excessive  adrena- 
line plays  havoc  with  one's  ability  to 
react  under  control.  And  the  point 
guard  who  arrives  at  the  court  feeling 
a  bit  hyper  may  well  see  his  legendary 
passing  accuracy  depart  him. 

Yet  even  when  that  happens,  how  is 


the  sportscaster  to  know  which  lousy 
passes  are  emotion-tainted,  and  which 
are  simply  lousy  passes? 

Similarly,  what  miracle  of  mind- 
reading  allowed  a  heavyweight  boxing 
commentator  I  recently  heard  to  spec- 
ulate that  one  of  the  fighters  was  "dis- 
tracted." You  wonder  how  distracted 
you  would  be  when  some  220-pound 
behemoth  is  standing  right  in  front  of 
you,  pumping  hamhock  fists  into  your 
face! 

Seems  we  can't  discuss  the  simplest 
physical  events  without  couching  them 
in  psychological  terms.  When  a  hitter 
has  trouble  getting  around  on  a  fast- 
ball, we  no  longer  say  he  was  "late." 
We  say  he  was  "overmatched,"  or  even 
"hopelessly"  overmatched,  terminolo- 
gy that  brims  with  connotations  of 
humiliation  and  defeat. 

Which  actually  brings  me  to  one  of 
the  more  refreshing  moments  in  broad- 
casting history. 

A  few  years  back,  I  was  in  a  sports 
bar  watching  baseball's  game  of  the 
week.  A  young  phenom  pitcher  was 
facing  the  number  seven  or  eight  bat- 
ter. When  the  pitcher  threw  a  fast  one 
and  the  hitter  swung  and  missed,  the 
play-by-play  man  dutifully  proclaimed 
him  "overmatched."  Next  pitch,  anoth- 
er fastball,  the  guy  pulls  one  into  the 
second  deck  in  right  field. 

While  the  hitter  circled  the  bases,  an 
awkward  silence  prevailed  in  the 
broadcast  booth.  Then  came  muffled 
laughter.  Finally  the  color  man  says, 
"So,  how  far  do  you  think  he  would've 
hit  it  if  he  wasn't  overmatched?"  □ 
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opportunity  today  that  we  didn't  have 
before,  and  we  should  take  advantage 
of  it. 

Q.  What  racial  stereotypes  do  you 
think  whites  suffer  from? 

_  In  many  cases  they  are  the  same 
A.  ones  that  have  always  been  there 
— seeing  blacks  as  somehow  inade- 
quate. I  think  they  probably  tend  to 
believe  in  those  stereotypes  less  today 
than  they  did  30  or  40  years  ago,  but 
there  is  still  a  good  bit  of  that  around 
in  America  today. 

Q.  What  about  black  stereotypes 
of  whites? 

_  The  most  common  problem  I  see 
A.  is  that  blacks  in  many  cases  over- 
rate whites  and  see  them  as  more  pow- 
erful than  they  really  are. 

This  comes  from  this  victim- 
focused  identity  that  we  have.  We  see 
whites  as  having  so  much  power  over 
our  lives  that  we  can't  move  freely.  The 
power  of  whites  is  exaggerated  by 
blacks. 

Q.  You  have  written,  "There's  an 
enormous  amount  of  opportunity 
open  to  blacks  and  we're  just  not 
taking  advantage  of  it  as  we 
should."  What  opportunities? 
-  The  most  important  one  is  edu- 
A.  cation.  Even  though  we  go  to 
schools  in  the  inner  cities  that  are 
often  not  as  good  as  suburban  schools, 
we  still  have  accredited  teachers  who 
teach  reading,  writing  and  math,  and 
other  basic  skills.  We  really  should 
take  better  advantage  of  that.  There 
should  be  more  parental  involvement 
in  the  schools,  and  there  ought  to  be 
more  focus  on  learning  at  home. 

Q.  What  are  your  views  on  affir- 
mative action? 

A I  make  a  distinction  here.  I'm  in 
.  favor  of  affirmative  action  that 
reaches  out  to  underrepresented 
groups  and  tries  to  provide  equal 
opportunity  to  all  Americans. 

I  am,  on  the  other  hand,  against 
preferential  treatment  because  I  think 
it  has  the  effect  of  stigmatizing  blacks. 
People  then  think  that  you  got  this  job 
or  you're  in  this  college  because  of 
your  color,  rather  than  your  ability. 

This  undermines  the  self-esteem  of 
black  people  and  enables  whites  to 


carry  forward  many  of  the  racist 
stereotypes  about  blacks.  I'm  very 
much  against  preferential  treatment. 

Q.  In  your  book  you  describe  the 
need  for  blacks  to  speak  standard 
English.  How  can  that  be  encour- 
aged? 

-  This  is  something  that  all  minori- 
A.  ty  or  ethnic  groups  have  to  deal 
with.  We  have  a  common  culture  in 
America  and  to  function  well  in  that 
culture,  it's  important  to  be  able  to 
speak  a  common  language,  standard 
English. 

If  blacks  learn  to  speak  and  write 
standard  English,  their  opportunities 
expand  greatly.  Our  black  leaders 
should  really  be  emphasizing  that  a 
good  deal  more  than  they  are. 

Q.  To  what  extent  have  family 
breakdowns  affected  the  ability  of 
blacks  to  enter  the  mainstream  of 
our  society? 

-  These  breakdowns  have  had  a 
A.  terrible  effect.  Not  having  a 
father  figure  around,  a  role  model 
inside  the  family  itself,  has  a  devastat- 
ing effect  on  children,  particularly  on 
the  male  children.  Often  these  children 
join  gangs  and  their  gang  becomes 
their  family. 


How  do  we  tackle  this  complicated 
problem?  Certainly  the  black  church 
can  play  a  helping  role.  And  the  gov- 
ernment can  offer  programs  that  inter- 
vene in  the  early  life  of  black  children, 
as  well  as  providing  parents  with  bet- 
ter parenting  techniques. 

The  civil  rights  leaders  should 
address  the  problem  of  teen-age  preg- 
nancy, which  is  a  major  source  of  fam- 
ily breakdowns.  There  are  many  things 
we  can  do  to  patch  the  family  back 
together  again. 

Q.  One  idea  that  seems  to  be  tak- 
ing hold  in  some  cities  is  immersion 
schools  designed  specifically  for 
black  males.  How  do  you  feel  about 
this? 

-  I  think  it's  a  mistake.  I'm  against 
A.  those  schools.  One  of  the  most 
terrible  things  that  poor  blacks  suffer 
from  in  America  is  isolation  from  the 
mainstream.  When  you're  isolated 
from  the  mainstream,  you  don't  have  a 
chance  to  learn  how  it  functions.  To 
intensify  that  isolation  by  segregating 
blacks  worsens  the  problem. 

Also,  it  sends  those  kids  a  message 
that  there's  something  wrong  with 
them,  that  they  have  to  be  separated 
from  white  girls  and  boys,  and  even 
Please  turn  page 
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black  girls.  Even  though  these  pro- 
grams claim  to  be  helping  build  self- 
esteem,  I  think  the  opposite  will  occur. 

Q.  What  can  be  done  to  stimulate 
more  black  entrepreneurs? 

.  Too  often,  others  come  into  our 
A.  neighborhoods  and  open  these 
businesses  and  we  don't.  Our  black 
leaders  should  encourage  more  indi- 
vidual initiative  on  the  part  of  blacks 
to  go  into  business.  What  is  needed  is 
more  programs  that  could  help  blacks 
raise  the  initial  capital  to  start  busi- 
nesses. Overall,  we've  got  to  put  a 
great  deal  more  emphasis  on  what  we 
as  individuals  can  do. 

Q-  What  is  the  problem  of 
"doubt"  that  you  talk  about  in  your 
book? 

.  You  don't  come  out  of  350  years 
ft-  of  slavery  in  which  you  have 
been  told  constantly  that  you  are  infe- 
rior without  some  doubt.  It's  just  not 
humanly  possible. 
That  doubt  hurts  us  today  more  than 
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anything  else.  We  ought  to  be  very 
honest  about  it.  We  don't  need  to  see  it 
as  something  that  we  need  be  ashamed 
of.  It's  perfectly  understandable,  given 
our  history.  But  by  now,  we  ought  to 
accept  that  doubt  as  a  challenge,  face 
it  down  and  try  to  achieve  our  goals. 
Only  then  can  we  put  that  doubt  to 
rest. 

Q.  In  your  book  you  wrote,  "I 
think  the  difference  between  black 
and  Asian  success  turns  on  the  fact 
that  Asians  came  to  this  country 
with  values  well-suited  to  the  chal- 
lenges and  opportunities  of  free- 
dom." What  are  these  values? 

A When  blacks  were  slaves  they 
■  were  conditioned  away  from 
individual  initiative  and  individual 
responsibility.  For  example,  a  black 
man  in  1938  was  lynched  because  he 
painted  his  house.  We  were  discour- 
aged from  using  initiative,  which  is 
needed  so  much  to  thrive  in  a  free 
society. 

The  Asian  community,  even  though 
it  endured  some  discrimination  and 
prejudice,  had  these  values  intact. 
They  have  done  much  better  in 
American  society  because  their  indi- 
vidual initiative  was  not  destroyed. 
They  knew  that  hard  work  was  in  one's 
own  self-interest.  Even  in  the  face  of 
discrimination  they've  done  very  well. 

Despite  our  history,  we've  got  to 
begin  developing  these  same  values  in 
the  black  community. 

Q.  What  are  the  problems  be- 
tween races  in  the  United  States 
today? 

A There's  still  a  lot  of  misunder- 
-  standing,  miscommunication  and 
mistrust  between  the  races  today.  This 
keeps  us  at  each  other's  throats  rather 
than  enabling  us  to  find  all  the  things 
we  have  in  common  as  human  beings. 

Q-   Are  there  any  solutions? 

-  We — blacks  and  white — have 
A.  got  to  stop  looking  for  our  inno- 
cence at  the  expense  of  the  other  race. 
It  is  not  always  true  that  all  white  peo- 
ple are  racists.  It  is  not  always  true  that 
all  black  people  are  in  the  market  for 
government  handouts. 

We've  got  to  get  beyond  this  stereo- 
typing and  give  each  other  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt.  We  really  do  have  a  great 
deal  in  common  as  Americans. 

We  use  the  same  form  of  govern- 
ment, we  want  the  same  things  for  our 
kids,  we  share  the  same  popular  cul- 
ture. We  ought  to  spend  more  time 
focusing  on  how  much  we  have  in 
common  than  on  our  differences.  □ 


HMO 

Continued  from  page  27 


Nissenberg,  who  fears  that  diseases 
are  not  being  caught  at  their  most 
treatable  stages,  has  seven  or  eight 
cases  going  against  Kaiser  at  any  one 
time. 

One  such  case  involved  a  30-year- 
old  terminal  cancer  patient  who  ended 
up  accepting  a  half-million-dollar  set- 
tlement. Nissenberg's  1991  suit 
alleged  that  Kaiser  consistently 
refused  to  authorize  tests  since  her 
client  first  began  experiencing  a  vari- 
ety of  symptoms — some  of  them  clas- 
sically linked  to  cancer — back  in 
August  1985.  HMOs  also  have  drawn 
fire  for  a  triage  approach  to  care  where- 
in only  patients  with  clearly  identifi- 
able, curable  ailments  receive  the  full 
complement  of  medical  services. 

According  to  critics,  patients  whose 
complaints  are  unrelated  to  any 
observable  medical  distress  receive 
marginal  care.  As  do  patients  who  are 
considered  hopeless,  presumably 
under  the  theory  that  they're  going  to 
die  anyway. 

It  follows  that  many  HMOs  are 
unwilling  to  sign  up  applicants  with 
pre-existing  conditions  or  even  omi- 
nous family  medical  histories. 

HMO  opponents  maintain  that 
such  policies  create  a  misleading  pic- 
ture of  health  coverage.  "What  they're 
doing  by  withholding  treatment,"  says 
Nissenberg,  "is  condemning  1992  sub- 
scribers to  a  '70s  level  of  care." 

Nissenberg  finds  this  all  the  more 
ironic  given  that — despite  the  HMO 
movement's  avowed  commitment  to 
cost  containment — the  average  family 
premium  for  HMO  coverage  quadru- 
pled over  the  last  decade,  from  $81  to 
$326  per  month. 

HMO  partisans  mount  a  potent 
counterattack.  To  begin  with,  they 
argue  doctors  in  private  practice  are 
essentially  entrepreneurs  who  tireless- 
ly feed  the  health-cost  spiral. 

"It's  in  their  financial  interest  to  pre- 
scribe more  tests,  schedule  more  office 
visits,  do  more  surgery,"  says  Kaiser 
spokesman  Dan  Danzig,  "a  lot  of 
which  is  of  no  benefit  to  the  patient." 

Nor  is  there  any  doubt  that  many 
doctors,  fearing  malpractice  suits,  pro- 
tect themselves  by  ordering  batteries 
of  tests  for  almost  all  patients. 

HMO  supporters  believe  there  are 
several  major  flaws  in  this  shotgun 
approach  to  testing: 
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•  Many  conditions  defy  diagnosis, 
according  to  Dr.  Eugene  Robin,  author 
of  Matters  of  Life  and  Death.  For 
instance,  if  you  are  the  typical  sufferer 
of  low-back  pain,  chances  are  8  out  of 
10  that  your  malaise  cannot  be  traced 
to  any  specific  physical  cause. 

•  Tests  tend  to  beget  more  tests.  An 
inconclusive  or  a  false-positive  result 
can  subject  the  patient  to  pointless, 
ongoing  diagnostic  procedures. 

•  Some  tests  that  sound  great  on 
paper  have  yet  to  yield  a  proven  bene- 
fit. A  quantum  leap  in  detection  tech- 
nology has  not  improved  breast  cancer 
mortality  rates  over  what  they  were  in 
the  mid-70s,  according  to  data  collect- 
ed in  a  1991  General  Accounting 
Office  report. 

•  Tests  lead  to  dubious  surgery. 
Some  pediatricians  order  tonsillec- 
tomies for  almost  every  vague  ill  found 
in  young  patients  (to  the  tune  of  about 
400,000  per  year),  while  many  gyne- 
cologists appear  hysterectomy-happy, 
according  to  Dr.  Donald  Vickery, 
director  of  The  Center  for  Corporate 
Health.  And  although  the  efficacy  of 
cancer  surgery  tends  to  be  measured  in 
years  of  survival,  Dr.  Robin  notes  that 
"little  weight  is  given  to  the  quality  of 
that  life."  Incessant  surgery  and 
chemotherapy  may  make  life  hell 
while  providing  scant  payoff  in 
longevity. 

The  associated  cost  of  questionable 
therapy  goes  beyond  money.  Robin 
calculates  that  thousands  die  each  year 
as  a  result  of  unfounded  surgery;  he 
bases  his  estimate  on  an  established 
rate  of  at  least  one  fatality  per  10,000 
invasive  procedures. 

•  The  tests  themselves  can  kill  peo- 
ple. In  one  widely  publicized  case,  an 
87-year-old  man  underwent  an 
angiogram.  While  they  were  at  it,  doc- 
tors decided  to  check  the  man's  carotid 
arteries — even  though  the  patient  had 
no  complaints  of  impaired  brain  func- 
tion. As  a  result  of  the  procedure,  the 
octogenarian  suffered  a  stroke  which 
left  him  in  a  vegetative  state. 

Similarly,  a  study  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  suggests  that  for 
people  with  a  certain  genetic 
predisposition  to  cancer,  even  small 
doses  of  radiation  can  trigger  disease. 

The  researchers  concluded  that 
indiscriminate  testing  involving  low- 
level  radiation  may  itself  account  for 
as  many  as  10,000  new  cases  of  cancer 
each  year.  These  are  examples  of 
what's  known  as  an  iatrogenic  prob- 
lem, a  disease  caused  by  the  doctor. 

Dr.  Vickery,  of  The  Center  for 
Corporate  Health,  feels  it's  only  natur- 
al for  some  people  to  blame  shortcom- 


ings in  the  HMO  system  when  things 
don't  turn  out  right.  "But  you  can't 
make  sweeping  decisions  about  treat- 
ment [methods]  based  on  anecdotal 
situations.  The  question  has  to  be 
asked:  What  is  the  overall  cost-benefit 
picture  for  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  society?  If  every  patient  is  given 
every  test,  all  we  do  is  raise  the  cost  of 
health  coverage  hopelessly  beyond  the 
reach  of  most  of  America." 

The  bridge  over  the  seemingly 
impassable  gulf  between  HMO  boost- 
ers and  detractors  may  well  be  the  bur- 
geoning field  of  outcomes  research. 

This  promising  new  discipline 
hopes  to  supply  objective  data  to  judge 
various  medical  procedures.  Out- 
comes researchers  seek  to  standardize 
medical  care  by  evaluating  the  entire 
spectrum  of  treatment  options.  Teams 
look  at  death  rates,  complications, 
reduction  of  subjective  symptoms  and 
quality  of  life,  and  post-treatment. 

"The  primary  intellectual  problem 
facing  medicine  today  is  that  the  infor- 
mation base  of  medicine  is  so  poor," 
says  Dr.  David  Eddy,  a  well-known 
Duke  University  researcher.  "For  a 
profession  with  a  2,000-year  history, 
which  is  responsible  in  the  United 
States  for  about  250  million  lives  and 
spends  $700  billion  a  year,  we  are 
astonishingly  ignorant." 

There's  little  question  that  health- 
management  decision-making  in  the 
United  States  is  anything  but  uniform. 

Residents  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  are 
twice  as  likely  as  those  in  Boston  to 
have  cardiac  bypass  surgery.  In  some 
Maine  towns,  more  than  half  the  men 
have  their  prostates  removed  by  age 
80;  in  others,  the  rate  is  as  low  as  15 
percent. 

Yet  researchers  found  no  difference 
in  long-term  outcome  between  groups 
that  either  did  or  did  not  have  the 
respective  surgical  procedures.  Mean- 
while, the  surgeries  themselves  have 
caused  death,  impotence  or  other  seri- 
ous problems. 

More  eye-opening  data:  A  study  of 
1,300  carotid  endartectomies — in 
which  clogged  neck  arteries  are 
cleaned  out  to  improve  blood  flow  to 
the  brain — showed  that  64  percent  of 
the  $10,000  procedures  were  either  of 
marginal  use  or  should  not  have  been 
performed  because  risks  outweighed 
benefits. 

"In  order  to  determine  what  should 
go  into  everybody's  benefits  package, 
we  have  to  know  what  works  and  what 
doesn't,"  says  Dr.  Vickery,  who  expects 
outcomes  research  to  minimize  ten- 
sions between  HMOs  and  subscribers. 

Dr.  Eddy  agrees:  "Physicians  and 


patients  alike  will  be  happier  when 
they  know  their  treatment  is  rooted  in 
well-founded  guidelines." 

The  bulk  of  the  outcomes-research 
findings  should  make  its  way  to  the 
medical  mainstream  by  the  mid-'90s. 
By  that  time,  many  informed  observers 
feel,  the  HMO  approach  will  have 
become  the  cornerstone  of  American 
health  care. 

President  Bush's  health  initiative 
places  heavy  emphasis  on  HMOs  as 
the  preferred  alternative  to  national 
medical  insurance. 

Officials  in  New  York  exhort  citi- 
zens who  have  a  choice  of  plans  to  opt 
for  HMO  coverage.  Dr.  Molly  Coye, 
director  of  the  California  Department 
of  Health  Services  and  the  state's  chief 
health  official,  urges  unaffiliated  pri- 
vate hospitals  to  form  HMO  networks; 
she  even  foresees  the  day  when  the 
urgent  need  for  standardization  may 
force  separate  HMOs  to  combine  into 
one  super-HMO. 

But  one  way  or  another,  says  Coye, 
HMOs  are  the  way  of  the  future — and 
perhaps  the  only  way  a  privately  run 
medical  system  can  remain  viable.  "If 
we  do  not  achieve  some  success  in  cost 
containment,  clearly  it's  going  to  be 
imposed  on  us,"  she  predicts.  □ 


MOVING? 


northAmerican  Offers 
Moving  Discount 

SAVE  40% 

On  Your  Next 
Interstate  Move! 


North  American  Van  Lines  offers 
American  Legion  members  a  40% 
discount  on  interstate  moves.  Let 
North  American,  the  world's  largest 
professional  mover,  transport  your 
household  goods  with  moving  ser- 
vices to  meet  every  need  and 
budget.  In  addition  to  saving  40%, 
you  will  receive  $50,000  coverage  on 
your  household  goods  at  no  charge. 

For  more  information  or  a  free  es- 
timate, call  Andy  Mento  at  Quality 
Movers/North  American  Van  Lines. 
1-800-524-5533 
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Do  you  or  a  loved  one 
have  trouble 
climbing  stairs? 


Legion  shopper 


If  stairs  can't  be 
climbed  due  to  a 
health  or 
disability 
condition,  get  a 
Liberty"  lift  and 
ride  comfortably 
up  and  down 
stairs.  There's  a 
Liberty  lift 
model  for  straight,  curved  and  even 
spiral  stairways.  Customers  often  say:  I 
wish  I'd  purchased  a  Liberty  lift  sooner. 

Buy  Or  Rent 
Liberty®  Lift 

For  more  information  call: 

1-800-568-1222 

cheney\ 

DeptAL  0692.RO.  Box  51188,  New  Berlin,  Wl  53151 


BUY  ONE  AND  WE'LL  MAKE 
YOU  AN  EXCLUSIVE  DEALER 


max6dzheeelATV 

Amphibious 
2  and  4 
passenger 
models 


(21-years-old  and  over,  Please) 

No  Money  Down.  As  low  as  5770  mo. 
Call  Toil-Free  1-800-255-2511 

(From  anywhere  in  the  U.S.  or  Canada) 

Recreatives  Industries,  Inc. 

60  Depot  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14206 


Prostrate 
Problems? 
Up  At  Night? 

•  No  Drugs! 

•  No  Herbs! 

•  No  Gimmicks! 

Guaranteed!!! 

Only  $15.  +  $3.50  p&h« 
Check  Or  Money  Order 

Visions  Therapy,  Inc.,  Department  701 
P.O.Box  56606,  Houston,  Texas  77256 

Name  


Address. 
Cty  


State. 


Phone. 


Evaluatioi 
Sheet 


TOLL  FREE  800-435-5119 


Lamps  also  wanted, 
vill  exceed  all  legitimate  otters  by  25°/o  lor  swords 

avid  E.  J.  Pepin  —  Member  NBTHK,  Tokyo,  Japan 
Dept  AM,  P.O.  Box  354,  Grant  Park,  IL  60940 
MEMBER  of  AMERICAN  LEGION 


WEST  COAST  ELECTRONICS 

For  Information:  818-709-1758 
Catalogs  &  Orders:  800-628-9656 


America's  Best-Selling  Scooter 
at  an  Unbeatable  Price! 

•  Rear  wheel  drive. 

•  State-of-the-art  features. 

•  Excellent  maneuverability. 

•  Patented  modular  design  for 
lightweight  portability. 

•  Burke  makes  America's  best- 
selling  D.M.E.  scooter  at  a  great  price. 
FREE  BUYER'S  GUIDE  with  facts  to 


make  an  informed  decision. 
BURKE  MOBILITY  PRODUCTS  •  Dept  ls  692.  box  1064 
 ___Call  Toll  Free  1 -800-255-4147 _ 


Mission,  KS  66222 


EH 


Low  strength  adult 

aspirin  to  help 

protect  your  health 

Halfprin®  is  the  new  low- 
strength  aspirin  tablet  that  makes 
it  easier  to  comply  with  your 
doctor's  instructions.  The  low 
165  mg.  strength  means  you 
don '  t  have  to  break  tablets  to  get 
the  exact  amount  of  aspirin  your 
doctor  feels  is  right  for  you.  And 
Halfprin 's®  enteric  coating  helps 
minimize  stomach  distress.  Ask 
your  doctor  or  pharmacist  about 
Halfprin®.  Available  at  all  drug 
stores  without  a  prescription. 


AUTOMATIC  LIGHTING 

Buy  factory  direct  and 


SAVE  ^ 


Inside  and 

Outside  units  FROM  $1995 

FREE  Convenient  lighting  that  sees  in  the  dark  and 
LITERATURE    tums  itself  on  when  anyone  approaches. 


Falcon  Eye,  Inc. 


Fort  Worth,  TX  76116 


AWARD  CASES 


velvety  r 


ALSO  MEDALS  AND  RIBBONS 
Solid  hardwood,  gunstockwalnutfinish.  Full  1 " 
i  glass  and  black,  blue,  red  or  white 
mounting  board.  5"x7"  -$18.95, 
"  -$24.95,  11  "x14"  -$29.95, 
14"x20"  -  $39.95,  20 "x24"  -$59.95.  Add 
$5.00  shipping  per  case.  (No  P.O.  Boxes) 
R.  ANDREW  FULLER  COMPANY 

Box  2071-L,  Pawtucket,  Rl  02861 
VISA/MCAccepted  (Write  for  FREE  Catalog) 


MARTIN'S  FLAG  CO. 


AU  KINDS  -  AU  SIZES  -  PROMPT  SHIPMENT 

Ask  for  our  colorful  catalog  for  1992  — 

Write  or  Call:  V^§«ZESx 
(800)  992-3524  (U.S.)           \ V^— 
(800)  248-3524  (Iowa)  \  *>  

P.O.  BOX  1 1 18  -  FORT  DODGE,  IOWA  50501-1 118 
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Legion  shopper 


IMPOTENCE 

IS  TREATABLE 


Call  toll  free 
for  your  free 
brochure  and 
information  on 
a  simple  home 
remedy 

Foster  Brooks  (  j 

TV  and  Movie  Star/  <A  \ 


Our  treatment  is  non-invasive 
and  is  the  first  choice  of  many 
physicians.  It  is  a  safe  and  easy 
to  use  alternative  to  surgery, 
drugs  or  injections. 

MEDICARE  APPROVED 

WE  WILL  HELP  YOU  FILE 


FOR  YOUR  BROCHURE  CALL  TOLL  FREE 

1-800-221-6603 


OR  WRITE  TO 


E.inc. 


MEDICAL  PRODUCTS  CENTRE 


2300  Plantside  Dr.  Louisville,  KY  40299-1928 


FLAGS,  BANNERS 
DECORATIONS 

Ready  made  •  Made  to  order 
At  Below  Wholesale  Prices 
For  FREE  Catalog 
Call  1-800-628-3524 


carroT-TOP  mousTnes  mc 

P.O.  Box  820  •  Hillsborough,  NC  27278 


d  tantti  a  a  amal  oM- 
floral  charge.  RUSH  SERVICE:  SEND  NO  MONEY.. .just  your  name 
and  aerator  FREE  details.  Saw  at  our  low  pries.  HIGHEST  PRICES 

Plata  Cleaner  to  at  *ro 


FREE! 


Dr.  C.S.  Levin,  DCS. 
All-Slate  Dental  Laboratories,  Inc.  (EST.  44  YRS.) 
1539  Devon  Ave.,  Dept. 13  Chicago,  IL  60660 

"OVER  83,000  SATISFIED  CUSTOMERS" 


950  ^m  korea"  953 

COMMEMORATIVE  MAP 
28"x20"  PRINTED  ON  QUALITY  PAPER 

RELIVE  OUR  FORGOTTEN  WAR 

THE  BATTLES  THE  UNITS,  LAND,  SEA  AND  AIR 
SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  OR  YOUR  MONEY  BACK 
$12.95  INCLUDES  FIRST  CLASS  POSTAGE  &  HANDLING 
CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER 
E  L  BRADY    P  O  BOX  2641 9    HONOLULU,  HI  96825 


ADJUSTABLE  BEDS 


Doctor  Recommended 
•  Electric  Control 


LIFT-NRECLINE  CHAIR 

•Medicare  Claim  Service 
•Doctor  Recommended 
•Push  Button  Control 

LOW  FACTORY  DIRECT  PRICES 


Go  anywhere... with  ease! 

ELECTRIC 
3-WHEELERS 

•Money  back  guarantee 
•Monthly  payment  plan 
•Medicare  claim  service 


Control  Water  Weeds 

Amazing  Underwater  Harvesting  Tool 
the  WATER  WEEDER  Harvester 


Cut  aquatic  vegetation  from  a  boat,  from 
a  dock  or  simply  by  wading  in  from  shore. 
"Works  just  like  a  hedge- 
trimmer  underwater."  ^ 
Call  or  write  today  for  TREE  ^Bb 
information  package. 
TOLL  FREE 
1-800-552-1217 
Waterside  Products  Corp. 
P.O.  Box  876A, 
Lake  Mahopac, 
Mew  York  10541 
Satisfaction 


S79.95  THE  ORIGINAL  $49.95 

Value  TS45  Special 


'  Side  lever  Cocking  •  Adult  Type  •  177  Cal  •  800  FPS  • 
300  Yard  Range  •  Hardwood  Stock  •  Rifled  Barrel  • 
All  Metal  Parts  Blued  •  Adjustable  Sights 


The  Ultimate  in 
Chinese  Air  Rifles 


xcellent  Target  &  Training  Rifle 


60  day  money  back  guarantee 

Orders  shipped  within  24  hours.  Credit  Card  &  phone 
orders  call  1-800-726-1696  M-F9-5.  Compasseco,  P.O. 
427-AL,  801  Taylorsville,  Bloomfield,  KY 40008.  Add  $7 
shp.  each.  KY,  OH,  &  IN  res.  add  sales  tax. 

BUY  FROM  A  LIFE  MEMBER 


YOUR  MILITARY  MEDALS 


WWII  *  KOREA*1  VIETNAM  *SWA 

•  All  U.S.,  UN,  RVN,  Full  Size  Medals 

•  All  Miniature  Medals  and  Ribbons 
■  Rank  and  Skill  Badges  *  Patches 

•  Fine  Display  Cases.  100%  Guarantee  ! 
Send  $2.00  Today  for  NEW  Color  Catalog 


Fountain  Inn,  SC  29644 


Because  all  lawns  are  NOT 
XllC  DRs  "suburban smooth* 

COUNTRY 
LAWN 
MOWER! 


22"  to 25"  wide. 

•BIG  20"  WHEELS  roll  smooth  and  easy  over 
rough  lawns,  wet  spots,  seldom-mowed  pastures. 
•FASTER,  MORE  POWERFUL  than 
ordinary  walk-behind  and  mulching  mowers... 
a  healhy  alternative  to  riders.  Lifetime  guar- 
anteed deck;  commercial-duty  construction. 
•Cuts  LAWN  GRASS,  TALLGRASS,  WEEDS, 
even  light  BRUSH  and  BRAMBLES  without 
stalling  or  clogging;  mows  up  to  314  acre/hour! 
•Ideal  for  finish-up  mowing  around  flower  beds, 
borders,  on  slopes,  along  roadside  ditches,  etc. 
Caster-mounted  front  wheel  s  and  hand  throttle 
let  you  turn  on  a  dime  without  liftin g  or  struggle! 


Please  mail  this  coupon  TODAY  for  complete  details, 
specifications,  prices,  etc.,  of  the  DR®  COUNTRY  ' 
LAWN  MOWER  including  push  and  self-propelled  I 
models  and  "Off-Season"  Savings  now  in  effect.  o 

Name   °f 

Address   <v 

City   State       ZIP   § 

To:  COUNTRY  HOME  PRODUCTS  ® 
Dept.  49206M  ' 
[Ferrj  Road^Box  89,  Charlotte,  VT  0544SJ 


GET  THE  MOST  FROM 
SOCIAL  SECURITY 


Easy-to-understand  audio  cassettes  tell  you 
how  to  apply— when  to  apply  and— how  to 
maximize  benefits  for 
you  and  your  family. 
Order  Simply  Speaking, 
Your  Audio  Guide  to 
Social  Security  today. 

Call  1-800-22 1-8700, 
Dcpt  A-3  to  charge  to 
M/CorVISA-Orsend 
$19.95 +  $3.50  p&h  to: 
SIMPLY  SPEAKING 
P.O.Box  27354,  Dept  A-3 
4030  So.  108th  Street 
Omaha,  NE  68127 
(Allow  4-6  weeks  delivery) 


SIMPLY 


RELIABLE,  VALUABLE  INFORMATION 


VI  1ST  NAM 

TOUR 

Visit  Hanoi,  Saigon,  Hue.  Da-Nang,  China  Beach, 
The  Tunnels  at  Cu-Chi,  Perfume  River.  Hill  Tribes.  Ar- 
my and  Air  Force  Military  Museums 
This  10  day  excursion  cost  is  $3,489  including  air  fare 
from  Los  Angeles  to  Vietnam  and  return.  For  informa- 
tion packet  &  itenerary  send  $2.00  and  a  #10  stamped, 
self-addressed  envelope  to.  Special  Veterans  Excur 
sions,  Dept.  I.A.A.V..  Suite  340,  2568  N.  Clark  St.. 
Chicago,  IL,  60614,  (312)  327-3120. 
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Legion  shopper 


Blank  Firing  Adaptor 


With  BLANK  ADAPTOR 
installed,  your  rifle  will  fn 
blank  ammunition  semi-automatically. 
BLANK  FIRING  ADAPTOR  $8.75  each,  10  for  $75.00 
WHITE  LEATHER  SLING  $19.95  each,  10  for  $180.00 

Please  include  check  with  order. 

Shipping  charges:$5  00  per  order. 

Installation  instructions  included. 
Catalog  available  for  other  U  S  Military  gun  parts 

AMHERST  ARMS 

P.O.  Box  658  Mt.  Airy,  MD  21771 
Phone  Weekday  Afternoons  (301  j  829-9544 
^^^^Own^e^nd^perate^^^fomTe^Manne^^^ 


YOUR  VINTAGE  ^SSk^ 
WRIST  WATCH  i£m&&* 
COULD  BE  WORTH  IKJlI 

$100,000  %£W 

WATCH  SHOWN:  'kilm^mM> 
18  K  $15,000  14  K  $10,000  STEEL  $3,000  |fl|, 


Call  for  other  watch  prices.  Top  prices  paid  for  Rolex,  Patek, 
Vacheron,  Cartier,  Audemars,  Movado.  Breitling,  and 
Universal  Geneve  watches  of  any  kind.  Exact  price  depends 
on  style  of  case,  dial,  originality  and  condition. 

To  sell  a  watch  call:  1  (800)  922-4377.  We  will 
beat  any  and  all  offers!  For  free  appraisals  write: 

HESS  INVESTMENTS 

Home  Office:  3637-Fourth  Street  North,  Suite  #360 
St.  Petersburg,  FL  33704 
 We  are  a  member.     


5  Different  U.S.  Mint  Morgan  Silver  Dollars 
Over  100  years  old  in  Brilliant  $QC00 
Uncirculated  condition  for  only... 

Morgan  Silver  Dollars  were  mintedfrom  1 878  to  1921  and  contain 
pure  silver.  IWirouw.fi/ri  Milleienimm  vale  silver  dollars, 
we  will  include  FREE,  a  Deluxe  Presentation  Case  ($8  value).  Dales 
andminlmarksol  uurchuicc  Add  S5  oil  lor  posiage  and  insurance. 
\  i  loulcniviJds.ikMjv  311  DAY  RE  11  RN  PRIVILEGE. 


fVisa  &  Master  Card  Call  1-800-227-5811 
EASTERN  NUMISMATICS  INC. 

642  Franklin  Ave.,  Garden  City  N.Y.  1 1530 


HOME  OWNERS 


Protect  your  next  home  improvement 
Investment.  Step  by  step  guide  to 
finding  and  dealing  with  qualified 
contractors.  Send  $2.95  plus  $1.00  p/h 
Home  Owners  Helper  Co.,  P.O.  Box  476 
{=}         Leicester,  MA  01 524  }g( 
Gel  tipped  off  Not  ripped  off 


PAIN  IN  THE  KNEE? 
SLEEP  ON  YOUR  SIDE? 
BACK  DISCOMFORT? 
LIKE  A  PILLOW 
BETWEEN  YOUR 
KNEES? 

You,  like  millions  of  others  create  their  own 
pain  by  striking  and  rubbing  the  insides  of 
their  knees  causing  inflamation  to  the  medial 
epicondyle,  medial  condyles  (middle  knee 
knuckles.) 

  THE  SOLUTION?  

Wear  a  easy  on,  easy  off 

KNEE  PRO  PAD 

at  bedtime! 
Enclose  knee  measurement,  name,  address  and  $10 

plus  $2  postage  and  handling.  For  Visa  and 
MasterCard  holders,  call  toll  free  1-800-231-1435. 


American  Rider 


inest  Men's/Ladies' 
iPJwMng  Apparel 


IPipSividson 
ccessory  Items 


fa-page  hull  Color 
3  and  Nearest  Deali 
;1.00— Refundable 
rst  Order 


FLAG  AND  MEDALS  CASE 


A  SOLID  WOOD 
CASE  FOR 
THEIR 
FLAG  AND 
MEDALS 

ELK  PRODUCTS,  INC 
FOR  A  FREE  BROCHURE 

CALL  1-800-648-7989 


FREE  CATALOG!  1-800-648-7938 
JERROLD    HAMLIN    OAK  ETC 

CABLE  TV  DESCRAMBLERS 


•  Special  Dealer  Prices!  •  Compare  our  Low  Retail 
Prices!  •  Guaranteed  Prices  &  Warranties! 
•  Orders  Shipped  Immediately!  VISA/MC/AmEx 

REPUBLIC  CABLE  PRODUCTS,  INC. 

4080  Paradise  Rd  #15,  Dept  1028      Las  Vegas,  NV  89109 
For  all  other  information   (702)  362-9026 


Loose  Dentures? 


PERMA-SOFT  II 


1  The  Professional  Denture  Reline      ^gfiWiW  I 

"  Material.  Last  up  to  2  years.  Stops  ^■■■^  * 

I  Gum  Shrinkage.  ALL  with  just  ONE  Application!  I 
'        For  Free  Information  Write:  PERMA  LABORATORIES 

|  P0  Box  134-L  •  Millersburg,  Ohio  44654  I 


Celebrate  July  4th  &  All  Events 


celebrate  July 

CARBIDE 


With 

Boom!  Have  bang-upl 
time  at  special  e 
Uses  powdered  car- 
bide ammo.  Hundreds 
of  shots  for  I 

construction  with  large,  rugged 
cast  iron  wheels.  Machined  brass  mechanism  for  easy 
loading  &  firing.  Authentic  turn-of-century  military  design. 
Handsome  decor  when  not  in  use.  Made  in  USA  to  last  a 
lifetime.  Available  in  3  sizes:  9"Cannon  (#7387-$39.95); 
17"Cannon  (#7384-$79.95)  &  25"  Cannon  (/»7389-S99.95)  have 
automatic  loading  &  rapid  firing.  The  larger  the  cannon  the 
louder  the  boom!  Carbide  Ammo,  about  100  shots,  $4.50:  3 
packs  lor  $11.95.  Add  $6.00  ship/hand,  per  cannon.  Send 
check,  money  order  or  phone  (813)  747-2356.  Visa,  Master- 
Card, Amex  accepted.  Florida  residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 
Money  back  guarantee  Johnson  Smith  Co.,  Dept.  B-508,  P.O. 
Box  25500,  Bradenton,  FL  34206-5500 


TELL  THE  WORLD  YOU  SERVED 


ARMY-NAVY 
AIR  FORCE-MARINES 
DESERT  STORM  RINGS  AVAIL. 

PRESTIGE  RINGS  you'll  wear  with  pride  World's  largest  selection  of  military 
rings  Over  1000  combinations  Visa  or  MasterCard  Money  Back  Guarantee1 
Send  S1  for  full  color  catalog  today. 

T-J  JEWELRY  CO. 

P.O.  Box  2730-  LF2  Apache  Junction,  AZ  85217 

■  Royal  Military  Jewelry) 


Make$25to$100  per  hour 


wth  «BadgeJl  Wlinit 

Yes,  it's  really  possible  by  making  and 
selling  bright  colorful  Badge-A-I 
buttons  Buttons  are  proven 
money-makers  at  fairs,  flea  mat 
kets.  conventions,  or  anywhere 
people  congregate  They  re 
fast  and  easy  to  make  with 
Badge-A-Minit  and  inexpensive! 
Send  tor  a  FREE  Full  color 
catalog  or  send  for  a 
Starter  Kit.  only  $29  95 
plus  $2  95  shipping  (IL 
residents  add  $1  87  tax) 

BADGE  A-Minit.  Dept.  AL692,  348  North  30th  Rd.,  Box  800, 
LaSalle,  IL  61301,  Phone  800-223-4103 


TABLE  PADS 


ASK  ABOUT 
FREE  LEAF  SPECIAL 


SAVE  to  70% 

Factory  Priced  From 

$29.95 

Compare  al  99  95 
Quality  Pad  •  Any  Normal  Size 

1  (800)  428-4567 

FACTORY  DIRECT  TABLE  PAD  COMPANY 


I  U.S.  MEDALS  &  RIBBONS 
I  (FULL  SIZE  AND  MINIATURE) 

■  16  PAGE  PICTURE  CATALOG 

I  SENT  1ST  CLASS  MAIL  $1  OO 

I SHOULDER  PATCHES  WINGS  BADGES 
INSIGNIA  IDENTIFICATION  BOOKS  ETC 

148  PAGE  CATALOG 

|  BOTH  CATALOGS  J2  50 

j  QUINCV  SALE 

I  PO  BOX  700113-  AL-6 

TULSA  OKLA  74170 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


SEND  ADVERTISING  COPY 
AND  REMITTANCE  TO: 

Jay  A.  Jennison 
The  American  Legion  Magazine 
c/o  Fox  Associates,  Inc. 
116W.  Kinzie  Street 
Chicago,  IL  60610 

(312)  644-3888 
FAX  (312)  644-8718 


All  classified  advertising  is  payable  in  advance 
by  check  or  money  order.  Please  make  remittance 
payable  to  "The  American  Legion  Magazine."  RATES: 
$14  per  word.  Count  street  address  and  box  numbers 
as  two  words;  all  city,  state  and  zip  codes  as  three 
words.  GUARANTEED  CIRCULATION:  2,900,000 
per  month.  DEADLINE:  Advertising  copy  must  be 
received  60  days  before  cover  date  of  issue  desired. 
All  advertisements  are  accepted  at  the  discretion  of 
the  publisher. 


AUTOMOTIVE/ETC. 

FINANCIAL 

SUMMER  CARLISLE.  July  24-26,  Carlisle,  PA  Fair- 
grounds. Collector  Car  Corral,  flea  market  and  show. 
Special  display,  Sunday  only.  '55,  '56,  '57  Chevys  plus 
1 955  Bel  Air  giveaway.  Toy  Show  Friday  and  Sat.  indoor 
pre-1970.  Carlisle  Productions,  1000  Bryn  Mawr  Rd., 
Carlisle,  PA  1701 3.  (717)  243-7855. 

OVERDUE  BILLS?  BAD  CREDIT'S  NO  PROBLEM! 
Applications  to  $50,000.  Licensed/Bonded.  Not  loan 
company.  TCAC,  Dept.  AL,  P.O.  Box  26397,  Birmingham, 
AL  35226  or  call  1 -800-869-0607. 

FOR  SALE 

BOOKS  &  MAGAZINES 


M1  GARAND  RIFLE  PICTURE  HISTORY.  300  Archive 
Photos  1920-1970.  $13.95  postpaid.  Robert  Bruce,  P.O. 

Box  482L,  Sandston,  VA  231 50.  

CITIZEN  SOLDIER  REMEMBERS  WWII,  9th  Armored 
Division,  training,  Queen  Mary  trip,  Ardennes,  Victory, 
Occupation,  trip  home,  $25,  S&H,  Crawfords  Press, 

Littleton,  NH  03561.  

"THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  USA  VS.  THE  LEGAL  PROFES- 


COATS  OF  ARMS 


COATS  OF  ARMS  500,000  names,  32  countries.  Free 
catalog.  The  Ship's  Chandler,  Dept.  L,  Wilmington,  VT 


EDUCATION  &  INSTRUCTION 


BECOME  A  PARALEGAL.  Home  study.  Free  catalogue 
(800)  362-7070  Dept.  LG1 42.  


CUSTOM  EMBROIDERED  EMBLEMS.  Your  design. 
Free  catalog.  STADRI,  57AL  Leroy,  NYC  10014,  (212) 
929-2293,  Fax  (212)  627-1341 . 

INVENTIONS 

INVENTORS!  Your  next  step  is  important.  For  FREE 
Advice,   call   ADVANCED   PATENT  SERVICES, 

Washington,  DC,  (800)  458-0352.  

INVENTORS!  Can  you  patent  and  profit  from  your  idea? 
Call  AMERICAN  INVENTORS  CORP.  for  free  informa- 
tion. Serving  inventors  since  1 975.  (800)  338-5656. 


TAN  AT  HOME! 

Home  &  Commercial 
WOLFF  Tanning  Beds 
Units  From  S199 
Home  Delivery! 
CALL  TODAY  FOR  f  REE 
COLOR  CATALOG  AND 
WHOLESALE  PRICING! 

800-228-6292 


THE  REUNION  NOTEBOOK 

Attention  Veterans!  Lost  track  of  a  close  friend? 
Our  semi-annual  national  publication  (June,  Dec.) 
can  help!  Your  name  will  be  published  for  two  years 
(4  issues)  in  the  Notebook.  Send  $9.95  for  a  registra- 
tion form  and  one  issue.  $14.95  for  registration  and 
two  issues,  $1 9.95  for  registration  and  three  issues, 
$24.95  for  registration  and  four  issues.  Mail  pay- 
ment to:  THE  REUNION  NOTEBOOK,  1237  Main 
Street-Suite  1 1 0,  West  Warwick,  R.I.  02893-3804. 


"VOTE  ALLTHE  BUMS  OUT  (TM)"  multicolored  bumper- 
sticker,  $3.  P.O.  Box  7952,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80933. 


HEALTH  &  HEALTH  CARE  PRODUCTS 


MONEYMAKING  OPPORTUNITIES  

AD  SPECIALTY  BUSINESS!  Set  your  own  hours  selling 
advertising  calendars  and  gifts  to  businesses.  No 
investment.  Many  make  $20,000-up  part-time.  NEW- 
TON MFG.  CO.,  Dept.  MA24417,  Newton,  IA  50208. 

(800)285-5332.  

$800  WEEKLY  POSSIBLE  WORKING  AT  HOME.  37 
different  opportunities.  Rush  $1  and  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope  to  L.  McKinney,  P.O.  Box  2122, 
Reidsville,  NC  27323-2122. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  ALL 


SHOW  POLICE  YOUR  APPRECIATION.  Proudly  display 
supporter  decal,  $3.  SCG&B,  9936  E.  350  Highway, 
Raytown,  MO  64133.  


JAPANESE  WOMEN!  Pacific  Century,  110  Pacific 
Avenue,  #208-JB,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 1 .  (81 6)  942- 

1668.  

NICE  SINGLES  wish  to  meet  others.  FREE  magazine. 
Send  age,  interests.  Singles,  Box  310-ALM,  Allardt,  TN 

38504.  

ASIAN  WOMEN!  Overseas,  sincere.  World's  #1  corres- 
pondence service!  Free  details,  photos!  Sunshine 
International,  Box  5500-HK,  Kailua-Kona,  HI  96745. 
(808)325-7707. 

PLAYING  CARDS  &  CASINO  SUPPLIES 


RECIPES/FOODS 


TRAVEL/RECREATION 


BOY  SCOUT  PATCHES,  MEDALS.  (803)859-2915. 
Military  Flight  Jackets  (800)  682-5921 . 


WINE  &  BEER  MAKING 


WINEMAKERS/BEERMAKERS.  Free  illustrated 
catalog.  Fast  service.  Large  selection.  (816)  254-0242. 
Kraus,  Box  7850LM,  Independence,  MO  64054. 
WINEMAKING:  MAKE  YOUR  OWN  WINE  WITHOUT 
THE  MESS.  Simple  process  without  special  equipment. 
Instructions  $5.  A. CP,  Box  1293,  Glen  Burnie,  MD 
21060-1293. 


Bevelled  Hardwood  Frame 

VETERANS  SHOWCASE 


Two  Sizes 
12'A"x15% 
9V4"x  11 W 


Only 
$12.95 


Displays  Ribbons,  Medals, 
Watches,  Photos  and  Memorabilia 

Create  your  own  special  "memory  box".  Our  showcase  displays 
and  protects  your  most  treasured  momentos  tor  all  to  see.  Holds 
medals,  pins,  watches  any  object  up  to  V  thick  Clear  glass  front 
with  plush  black  fabric  background.  Free  black  pushpins  for 
mounting.  Wall  hangers  for  horizontal  or  vertical  hanging.  Thick 
bevelled  HARDWOOD  FRAME  has  a  buffed  oak-tone  finish  Perfect 
gift  tor  a  "buddy  vet",  bride  to  be  and  graduate  or  collector  Fine 
quality  at  a  value  price. 

No.  7035 -Hardwood  9'A  "»  ll'/i"  Frame   $12.95 

No.  7036-Hardwood  12V«"x  15'A"  Frame   $14.95 


*  ARMED  SERVICES  RING  * 

LAYERED  IN  18  KT  GOLD 


IT'S  OFFICIAL!  Now,  you  can  get  an  ARMY,  NAVY,  MARINE.  AIR  FORCE 
or  COAST  GUARD  RING,  no  matter  how  long  it  has  been  since  you  served! 
Here's  the  ring  you  always  wanted  —  so  fugged  so  manly  and  so  finely 
detailed.  Each  one  has  deeply  sculpted  official  insignia  and  symbols  for  thai 
particular  branch  of  service  Electroplated  in  GENUINE  18  KT  GOLD 
not  ordinary  plating  but  certified  HEAVY  GOLD  Electroplate.  Big.  3  CARAT 
Multi-  faceted.  Ruby-  Red  Stone.  It  s  the  ring  you  can  really  wear  with  pride 
because  you  served  your  country  well  Now  available.  Ladies  Rings. 

No.  56230-Armed  Services  Ring  (Sizes  7-14)   $14.95 

No.  5095 D—  Ladies  Service  Ring  (Size  5-10)  S14.95 

Special:  Any  Two  Only  $27  (Specify  Size  &  Branch) 


\DEFEND  YOURSELF! 


sold  in  N.Y. 
No  License  Needed 

Fires  6  -  8  terrifying  blasts  as  fast  as  you  can  pull  the  trigger  Show 
the  crooks  you  mean  business!  Feel  safe  and  sound  when  you  carry 
your  own  personal  protection.  Two  models.  6  shot  single  action  or 
deluxe  double-action  8  shot,  features  speed  loading,  swing  out 
cylinder  and  easy  trigger  action.  Both  have  jet  black  matte  finish. 
Fit  easily  into  pocket  or  purse  Now,  you  can  stand  your  ground! 

No.  2094  -6  Shot  Revolver  $19.95 

No.  2094D-8  Shot  Revolver  $25.95 

No.  2095  -Holster  $  6.95 

No  JU02^- 100  X-Loud  Blanks  (-22_Caj)^       ^ .  $  7.95 

Mail  Order  with  check,  cash  or  money  order.  Include  $3.45 
postage  &  handling  fee  (non- refundable).  Allow  4-6  weeks 
delivery.  All  merchandise  shipped  under  no  risk,  30  day  home 
trial.  NYS  residents  must  include  local  sales  tax.  Send  order  to: 

FOSTER- TRENT  INC.,  DEPT.  200- F, 
[29  JKECHIrWODAV^,  f^WJWCHEJiE.JiY MOlj 
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Parting  shots 


"Pardon  me,  sir,  but  you  did  ask  to  see  something  a  millionaire  would  wear. " 


Commie  Bash 

Fifty  years  from  now,  will  they  be 
having  a  Soviet  re-Union? 


Congressional  Cuts 

The  government  can  save  money  by 
reducing  paperwork.  It  should  begin  by 
reducing  the  number  of  congressional 
paychecks. 


Frugal  Funny 

The  cheapest  guy  in  town  won  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  the  lottery,  but  still 
looked  glum. 

"What's  the  matter?"  asked  a  friend. 

"Man,"  the  cheap  guy  said,  "it's  this 
other  ticket.  Why  I  bought  it,  I'll  never 
know." 


Courting  Disaster 

Airlines  are  becoming  petrified  of 
lawsuits.  On  a  recent  flight,  an  atten- 
dant said,  "In  the  event  of  an 
emergency,  disclaimers  will  drop  from 
the  overhead  compartments." 


Sales  Force 

An  unsuccessful  salesman  joined  the 
police  force.  Later,  a  friend  asked  how 
he  liked  his  new  job. 

"What  I  like  best  about  it,"  he  said, 
"is  that  the  customer  is  always  wrong." 


Dime  Time 

These  days,  a  dime  has  more  value 
than  a  quarter.  A  quarter  is  practically 
useless,  but  at  least  a  dime  makes  a 
pretty  good  screwdriver. 


Worldly  Help 

Preacher:  "Remember,  my  son,  we 
are  in  the  world  to  help  others." 

Sonny:  "What  are  the  others  here 
for?" 


Kids'  Cage 

"I  have  no  luck,"  said  one  frustrated 
father.  "I  took  my  kids  to  the  children's 
zoo,  but  they  were  already  over- 
stocked." 


Precise  Fstimation 

A  company  just  bought  two  sophisti- 
cated computers.  One  estimates  how 
much  a  job  will  cost,  and  the  other 
computes  how  far  the  estimate  is  from 
the  actual  cost  of  the  job. 


Waging  War 

Personnel  manager:  "You  ask  high 
wages  for  someone  with  no  experi- 
ence." 

Job  applicant:  "Well,  the  work  is  a  lot 
harder  when  you  don't  know  anything 
about  it." 


Sizzlin'  Sushi 

The  Japanese  say  Americans  are 
lazy.  Hah!  At  least  we're  not  too  lazy  to 
cook  our  fish. 


No  Second  Opinion 

Here's  one  thing  that  10  out  of  10 
doctors  prefer:  cash. 


Ballot  Boxing 

If  you  can't  say  something  nice  about 
someone,  you  must  be  running  for 
office. 


Paper  Wait 

The  problem  with  our  health-care 
system  is  that  an  ounce  of  prevention 
requires  a  pound  of  paperwork. 


Lookin'  For  Love . . . 

Money  can't  buy  happiness,  but  it 
lets  you  look  in  the  best  places. 


Handouts 

You've  got  to  hand  it  to  the  IRS.  If 
you  don't,  they'll  come  and  take  it. 


Parting  Poetry 

Be  careful  of  the  words  you  say. 
Keep  them  soft  and  sweet. 
You  never  know  from  day  to  day, 
Which  ones  you'll  have  to  eat. 


"You're  not  on  my  list.  You  probably  want 
taxes,  down  the  hall. " 
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p  0.  BoxlO50' 


Indiana' 


URGENT 


3Une„at  *teia°S  tTeS^  aU  *U13  »e  «>* 


.  _~  ^eg^oT1  \  _„e  tor 


Artist's  rendering  of 
I design  model. 


^  BlfIaaceaco 
Domx^c  gander 


Located  directly  across  the 
Reflecting  Pool  from  the 
Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial"' 
completing  a  triangle  with 
the  Lincoln  Memorial  at  the 
apex.  The  design  concept  is 
an  overpowering  imagery  of 
a  column  of  heroic  statues, 
mission  bent,  advancing  up  a  §41 
slope  towards  the  American  " 
flag.  It  is  a  multi-service 
formation,  representative4 
of  those  who  fought  the  , 
war  on  foot. 


The  column  and  wall  end  at  the  ceremonial  plaza 
where  the  visitor  will  find  a  still  pool  of  water, 
commemorating  all  those  who  paid  the  supreme 
sacrifice  or  were  held  prisoners  of  war. 
Here  they  will  find  the  American  flag, 
the  symbolic  objective 
'the  troopers. 


The  troopers  march  on  afield  marked  by  38 
■parallel  lines,  symbolic  of  the  38th  Parallel  which 
separates  North  and  South  Korea. 


Rugged  enough  for  hiking, 
but  you'll  probably  wear 
them  around  the  house! 

Leave  it  to  Haband  to  take  a 
%      hardworking  fabric  like 
corduroy  and  tailor  it  into  a 
great  pair  of  shorts! 
Nothing's  softer  or  cooler  or 
comfier  than  100%  cotton 
corduroy!  And  nothing 
makes  more  sense  than  the 
s-t-r-e-t*<j-h  back  waist  (to 
belt  or  not,  your  choice) 
and  the  generous  man- 
sized  cargo  pockets. 
Machine  wash  and  dry. 
Won't  shrink!  Won't 
wrinkle!  Won't  disappoint! 


"lit 

§1 

NEW!  S-T-R-E-T-C-H 
WAIST  IN  BACK! 


Roam  around  the 
country  or  around  the 
house  in  Haband's 
Alpine  Trail  Shorts, 
but  you  will  be  comfy! 
Just  order  fast  & 
order  plenty! 


3  for  37.25  4  for  49.50 


JHABAND 

(265  N.  9th  Street 
lPaterson,  NJ  07530 


1 Send_ 


.  pairs  of  shorts. 
?  purchase 


SIZES:  30  32  34  36  38  40  42  44 


BIG  MEN'S  SIZES:  ADD  $2  PER 
PAIR    46   48   50    52  54 


7BJ-0JV 


I  price.  Please  add  $3.20  for  postage. 

I  Your  order  receives  a  FREE  Al| 
Pocket  Knife  (907) 

IdCHECK  ENCLOSED  DVisa  DWIC 

ard#  


100%  SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  or  FULL  REFUND 
of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time! 


